CHARACTER AREA 12
CA12: Great Gonerby Village and Environs
Summary
This character area comprises the historic
village of Great Gonerby and its post-war
urban expansion to the east, south and west.
The village was one of a number of villages
which formed part of the Belton House estate,
owned by the Brownlow family, and developed
as an agricultural settlement. The historic core
of the village is a designated conservation area
(designated 16.04.1992) and has a number
of statutory listed buildings, principally to High
Street and Long Street including the Grade I listed
church of St Sebastian. The village is distinctive
for its use of local stone and pantiles and the
church spire is a distinctive landmark from both
within the character area and in the expansive
landscape which surrounds the village. Views out
to open countryside, particularly to the north and
east, provide a clear understanding of the hilltop
setting of the village.

Context (including topography and views)
The character area sits on a ridge to the northern
edge of the study area and is separated from the
town of Grantham by a narrow gap of open fields
(made up of CA17a and CA17b), beyond these are
the post-war housing expansion of CA06 which line
and close the gap between Gonerby Road and the
mainline railway.
To both the east and north there are open and
expansive views of the countryside. To the east,
Belton Park is seen (but the house is obscured by
trees) to the north there are uninterrupted views
into the Vale of Belvoir. On travelling down (south)
along the High Street there are views to the spire of
St Wulfram’s and also views across the Northwest
Quadrant (CA17b). The elevated position of Great
Gonerby enables these expansive views to be
gained and similarly for the spire of the church of
St Sebastian to be a dominant landscape feature in
views towards the character area.

Figure 8.12.01 CA12

The post-war expansion of the village comprises
single and two storey houses arranged in groups
around access roads and cul-de-sacs. Late 20th
century development has revived the use of stone
and adds some quality to these groups of houses.

Figure 8.12.02; There are multiple views out of
the character area to open countryside (generally
farmland)
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Figure 8.12.03; Great Gonerby, characterised by its historic red brick and clay tile houses
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Figure 8.12.04; Figure
Ground and sub-areas for
Character Area 12
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Figure 8.12.05
Townscape map for
CA12
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to Long Street and other older sections of the village,
very few open public greenspaces but generous
private gardens throughout

Key characteristics
CA12a: Historic village core

Public Realm:

Form/origins:
Linear village with medieval (or possibly earlier)
origins with a series of lanes leading from the core

Narrow roads and lanes, grass verges to High Street
and some carefully considered surface treatments,
a mix of on and off-street parking can appear
cluttered in places

Heritage assets:
A high degree of heritage assets reflected in a
relatively high number of statutory listed buildings
and varied period of buildings. Most of the area is
within the Great Gonerby Conservation Area

Access and connectivity:
Good access and connectivity particularly for the
pedestrian with open countryside to the west and
east accessed by a well-used network of footpaths

Topography:
Steadily rising land with the village core set to the
ridge of Gonerby Hill

CA12b: Great Gonerby post-war urban expansion

Plots:

Form/origins:
Post-war expansion of the village on largely cul-desac developments

Small to medium irregular plots set on the main
road and lanes leading from this
Building lines:

Heritage assets:
No above ground heritage assets present

Much variation to building lines which forms part of
the intrinsic character of the village; they vary from
set well back in gardens to being at the roadside
strongly defining the road edge

Topography:
Occasionally undulating but generally rising to the
ridge line to the west

Materials:
A very attractive mix of coursed rubblestone (stone is
often used for boundary walls as well as for houses
and outbuildings) and red brick with a good survival
of traditional pantiles, but also much replacement
with concrete interlocking tiles
Scale:		
Mostly a modest two storey, traditional cottage scale
to older sections of the village but some larger three
storey townhouses to High Street.
Uses: 		

Plots:		
Regular larger plots
Figure 8.12.06 and Figure 8.12.07; There is a varied
plot distribution and much variation to the scale of
buildings creating a dynamic townscape to the historic
core

Building lines:
Varied and sometimes related to the curvature or
characteristics of the access road (for example
fanned around a cul-de-sac)

Predominantly residential; single family dwellings,
with some community facilities; school, church, shop
and public house
Trees and greenspaces:

Materials:
Stock red brick, some use of stone (to late 20th
century development), concrete interlocking tiles and
modern pantile roofs

Ornamental trees to front gardens, some older trees

Scale:
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A mix of single and two storey houses, mostly semidetached or detached
Uses:
Residential throughout
Trees and greenspaces:
Trees to rear gardens and some survival of historic

boundaries, limited open greenspace
Public realm:
Generous grass verges throughout, some on-street
parking, most boundaries well-defined by hedges or
ornamental trees		
Access and connectivity:
Good connectively due to the informal network 		
of lanes and footpaths and good access to the 		
open countryside

pattern of houses and some houses address corners
of roads rather than the street line (for example,
the corner of Belton Lane and Easthorpe Road).
There is some more successful place-making to late
20th century development where houses have been
arranged around small greens and create interest
by maintaining views to key landmarks (Goodman
Close for example).
Scale

Overview of character area CA12
Grain/density/plot coverage
To the historic core (CA12a) historic development
varies between a medium and high density and
it set on irregular plots throughout. There is a
fine grain to the townscape and this is due to a
combination of buildings being set to the back of
pavement providing some enclosure particularly
(but not exclusively) to High Street where frontage
is continuous in places. There is a variation in roof
heights and scale of building creating dynamic and
interesting townscape to the core of the village.

Buildings range from single storey bungalows to
three storey townhouses (to High Street). To the
historic core there is much variation in height and
it is this variety in height combined with the varied
use of roof materials (clay pantile and slate) and
profile (generally more steeply pitched roofs) which
contributes to an attractive and varied skyline within
the historic core.
Scale of built form is far more consistent to the
post-war development (CA12b) with single storey
bungalows and two storey houses with low pitched
roofs often grouped rather than mixed giving
the impression of much uniformity to streets (for
example The Knoll).

This change in scale to the village core,
predominantly around the public house (The
Recruiting Sargeant), helps define the centre of the
village and provides some good enclosure to the
Within the post-war expansion (CA12b) development slightly wider street at this point. It should be noted
that there are very few examples of attic storeys
is at a consistent low to medium density with
or roof spaces used for accommodation and so
sometimes generous garden spaces and houses
dormers and rooflights are relatively rare leaving
set back from the roadside, usually with soft
landscaping to the front boundary. The building line uninterrupted roof slopes to form attractive elements
in the street scene. This is especially the case on
Figure 8.12.08 and Figure 8.12.09; Post-war expansion varies throughout this part of the character area
roofs of traditional pantiles.
and is usually related to the type, curvature and
has seen some attempt at responding positively to the
local vernacular with the use of materials (CA12b)
contour of the access road. Cul-de-sacs see a fan
Where houses are set back, boundary walls (stone
and brick) or outbuildings often continue the street
line.
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Figure 8.12.10; A locally distinctive palette of materials
strongly defines the built form to Great Gonerby (CA12a)
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Uses

Two notable building types of the village are the
small outbuilding and boundary walls, which
The character area is predominantly residential,
are often combined. Outbuildings can comprise
Which is largely made up of private dwelling houses.
former stables, cart sheds, some larger agricultural
There is the Church of England primary school; St
buildings or workshops. They are generally close
Sebastian’s to the north of the church, a village shop
to the principal building and often form part of
and public house.
the boundary in combination with stone or brick
Despite the relatively modest facilities there is a
boundary walls. There is a good survival of this
sense of community and the school located on the
building type throughout the historic core (CA12a).
High Street adjacent to the church creates a hub of
activity, particularly at peak times.
Architectural qualities
Building types
There is a mix of building types to Great Gonerby
and this varied and rich mix is what provides some
of the very strong characteristics of the village. It is
often the juxtaposition of building types which also
adds to this character.
The majority of historic buildings date from the 18th
and 19th centuries. They range from three storey
townhouses, farmhouses and outbuildings (some of
which have been converted to other uses), chapels
(some still in use and some converted) and cottage
scale houses; some detached and some in short
terraces. Unlike, for example Barrowby, plan types
for the more modest houses are less well-defined
and there has been much re-use of earlier buildings
(which may not necessarily have started out as
residential dwellings) and much alteration to houses
and terraces (conversion from a number of dwellings
into one and vice-versa).
The modern expansion of the village is typically
either two storey detached or semi-detached houses
or single storey bungalows, usually detached. These
are generally found in groups rather than mixed.

Much of the quality of the buildings within the
character area is down to the materials and
variations in local materials used rather than the
architectural embellishment of buildings. It is notable
that even to the larger late Georgian townhouses
and farmhouses there is very little architectural
detailing or finishes. Window proportions tend
to reflect the status of buildings with the grander
houses using sash windows and more modest
cottage scale houses using casement windows.
Projections to the frontage (bays for example) are
rarely seen. Some verges to roofs are raised and
have stone copings but it is generally the simple
vernacular form of buildings with steep roofs, tall
brick chimneys and small openings that dominates
much of the historic core. This is then juxtaposed
against the grander and more formal proportions
but still plain styling of the townhouses.
Typical architectural features found throughout
the historic core (CA12a) include sash windows,
Figure 8.12.11; Singular and groups of outbuildings
are a common building type to the historic core
(CA12a)
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(Left) Figure 8.12.13; Decorative
doorcase (Right) Figure 8.12.14; carved
corbel stones enliven St Sebastian’s
church

Figure 8.12.12; There are some fine examples of
houses from the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries
in Great Gonerby. This eclectic mix of periods
combined with the use of traditional local brick and
tiles significantly contributes to the character of the
area.
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segmental heads in red brick and stone lintels over
windows.
Some of these architectural details and the use of
stone for walling has been picked up in late 20th
century development and some infilling.
The post-war expansion is architecturally uninspiring
but the planned layout and spatial qualities of the
houses have produced attractive, adaptable and
robust development.
Heritage Assets (including designations)
There are 18 statutory listed buildings within
the Great Gonerby character area. They are
predominantly 18th and early 19th century houses,
farmhouses and the Grade I listed church of St
Sebastian, although some houses date back to
at least the 17th century. They largely reflect the
agricultural (some humble) origins and development
of the village and the more wealthy 18th century
owner/occupiers who settled and built in the High
Street.
There are a number of unlisted buildings particularly
(but not exclusively) to Green Street which are
considered to be significant local heritage assets.
Two cottages on the north side adjacent to the
Sunday School were designed in 1848 by Henry
Roberts as model cottages on behalf of the
philanthropic organisation, the Society for Improving
the Condition of the Labouring Classes.

Figure 8.12.15; A rich palette of locally distinctive
materials is a strong characteristic of the townscape of
Great Gonerby (CA12).
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Figure 8.12.16; Colour palette
CA12 a

and attractive and forms part of the defining
characteristics of the village.
CA12 b

Modern expansion is generally stock brick, mostly
red, but some buff brick. Stone has been used to
great effect to some late 20th century infill and
expansion (most notably Goodman Close, but also
elsewhere). Roofs are generally concrete interlocking
tiles or modern pantiles.
The historic core has a strong palette of local
materials comprising brick, stone and pantiles.
These have weathered uniformly to create a warm

The former Sunday School on the north side and
Methodist Chapel on the south are attractive and
well-detailed red brick buildings with decorative
stone details. Their presence and former importance
is emphasised by their dominant scale in the street
scene.

Materials and colour palette

The significant number of traditional outbuildings
and stone and brick boundary walls are all
considered to be significant local heritage assets.

The majority of buildings are constructed from
red brick but the distinct impression of the village
is made with the older ironstone buildings which
are interspersed between. Some buildings have
been rendered and painted (to their detriment) and
some combine both materials where first floor brick
additions or the rebuilding of first floors to stone
buildings has been undertaken.

The middle and upper sections of High Street
and Green Street and part of Marratts Lane are
designated as the Great Gonerby Conservation Area.

Traditional roofs are a red/orange pantile with
consistent colour or natural slate. The combination
of pantiles with stone walls is particularly striking
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Figure 8.12.17 and Figure 8.12.18; As well as open
arable farmland the village has retained a number of
small paddocks on its outskirts

it passes through the town is out of scale with
the traditional buildings which line this part of
the character area which is also a designated
conservation area.

Figure 8.12.19; View from a late 20th century housing
development to the spire of St Sebastian’s

rich range with brick and stone being used in
combination on many buildings. The presence of
charred inclusions within some of the bricks brings
added depth to the colour, and opens possibilities
for repeating this colour variation within new
developments.
Public Realm
There is a general high quality to the public realm
with well-defined boundaries of brick and stone
walls or soft landscaping, often complemented by
grass verges. There is a notable lack of street trees
but trees and hedges to front gardens particularly
to sub-area CA12b, in some way compensate for
this absence. Narrow carriageways are, at times,
cluttered and restricted by on-street parking.
The present lighting to Gonerby Hill (B1174) as

used as paddocks.
Biodiversity

There has been some attention paid to surface
treatments and finishes particularly outside the
school building where the pavement has been laid
with clay paviours.

Private gardens linking to open countryside is
restricted due to the layout of roads, but there are
some pockets of mature trees, mature hedgerows
and surviving elements of historic field boundaries
which provide good habitats for wildlife.

Connectivity

Condition

The village and its post-war housing are easily
accessed and generally well connected to both
vehicular routes and pedestrian footpath networks.
The pedestrian can gain easy access to open
countryside with links to Manthorpe and Barrowby
away from the town centre vehicular links.

The character area is in very good condition with
well-maintained buildings, private gardens and
public spaces.

The B1174 can be a busy traffic route, particularly
at peak times, and can be seen as a constraint to
connectively east-west across the character area.
Open space
Publically owned greenspace within the character
area is limited to the recreation ground to the corner
of High Street and Belton Lane. This space includes
tennis courts and a children’s play area. There is no
greenspace with public rights of way across it. The
open space which does exist is the tree-lined playing
fields to the school with unmanaged scrubland
and trees to the north. There does appear to be a
footpath leading onto this area from Cox’s Walk
which links to the school and its grounds.
To the north of Church Lane there are a series of
open fields which historic hedge-lined boundaries.
There is no public access to these fields and they are
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Ownership
Most of the houses within the character area are
privately owned. There does not appear to be much
estate holdings. It is not clear what the pattern of
ownership is to the fields to the north of Church
Lane or the semi-public space to the west of Cox’s
Walk.
Negative qualities of the area
•T
 here has been some loss of front boundaries and
gardens to parking but this is very limited
•T
 here has been a degree of replacement of
traditional windows and doors with inappropriate
modern designs to the detriment of the host
buildings
•S
 ome of the narrow lanes appear crowded and
cluttered with excessive on-street parking in places

Figure 8.12.20; Colour palette recommendations CA12 a
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Figure 8.12.21; Colour palette recommendations CA12 b

Key Design Principles (general)
•R
 etain and re-use all traditional outbuildings and
boundary walls
•U
 se natural stone or an appropriate red brick for
principal facades of new houses/buildings (not
reconstituted stone)

defining the road edge to relate to the character
of the historic core
•M
 aintain and create new views to the spire of the
church of St Sebastian

•M
 aintain the dominance of the spire of the church
of St Sabastian in any extended views towards the
character area (particularly from CA17b – Poplar
• Re-instate traditional windows and doors wherever
Farm and environs)
possible
• Retain and enhance historic field boundaries and
• Take care when proposing new buildings to relate
hedgerow where found
the scale and status of the building to the type,
• Promote further access to open countryside with
size and number of windows
well-marked footpaths or the introduction of new
• Note the variation in building lines and promote
footpaths and rights of way (particularly in new
some new build to the back of pavement or
development)
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Recommendations for colour palette
Great Gonerby has a strongly defined palette of
local materials comprising red brick, stone and
pantiles. New buildings should seek to replicate
more closely the traditional materials of the historic
core as reconstituted stone and concrete tiles lack
the richness of colour of the originals.
The extension to the Northwest quadrant will effect
the southern aspects of the village and must take
account of the materials and colour palettes of the
village.

Intervention –including identification of potential
sites for change
• There are no specific sites for intervention
•T
 here are presently (October 2010) no allocated
sites within the character area
•R
 ationalisation of parking to lanes and the
addition of verges and trees to demark parking
areas
•R
 eduction of signage to B1174; road markings
and separate signs particularly around the church
of St Sebastian and the adjacent Sunday School
building
•P
 ossible introduction of stone sett crossovers to
lane junctions with the B1174 to demark these
areas as of a quieter and more pedestrian friendly
spaces

the gap which remains between the village and
town. This gap to Gonerby Hill is very important to
this character area and the historic village of Great
Gonerby (particularly the setting of a Grade I listed
building and a designated conservation area) in
• Reduce the number and size of lighting columns
terms of retaining both its physical and intellectual
through the village core and place lights on the
sides of buildings (subject to their statutory status – identity.
placing lighting on statutory listed buildings should Growth to the village should be very careful not
be avoided) rather than on lamp columns.
tocompete with the significant landmark of the
spire of the church of St Sebastian or encroach
on the slopes of the ridge which presently contain
Limits to Growth
and define the hilltop settlement. This is especially
important to Gonerby Hill.
Presently Great Gonerby sits on the one of the
ridges which circles Grantham and marks the extent
of the very large bowl within which Grantham sits.
Great Gonerby is unusual (as with the exception of
Barrowby, which is, to a degree separated from the
town physically by the A1) it is presently the only
developed ridge line around the town. Its location is
clearly demarked in extended views by the spire of
St Sebastian which is seen especially in views from
the south across the open landscape edge of town,
character area CA17b. Presently views also perceive
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Figure 8.12.22, Figure 8.12.23 and Figure 8.12.24;
(Left and above) The spire of the church of St Sebastian
is a significant landmark and is seen in short and long
views towards Great Gonerby
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