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FACT SHEET 5
AWPS IN CHIP SHOPS, TAXI OFFICES AND OTHER NON GAMBLING PREMISES
Under Section 34 of the Gaming Act 1968, non-gambling premises like chip shops and taxi offices were able to apply for
permits for gaming machines. Removing machines from non-gambling premises like these was a cornerstone of the
government’s approach to the 2005 Act.
Ministers gave effect to this policy when they made an order laid before parliament in July 2006 preventing any further
applications for the grant or renewal of such permits after 1 August 2006.
That order also provided for any permits granted or renewed after that date only to have effect until 31 July 2009.
Existing permits will continue to have effect after 1 September 2007 until the date on which they are due to expire, or 31
July 2009, whichever is the earlier date. It will not be possible to renew such permits when they expire.
An information sheet about these changes is available on the DCMS website.
Where a permit continues to have effect on and after 1 September 2007, it will be treated for the purposes of the 2005
Act in the same way as an FEC gaming machine permit. This means that the relevant paragraphs of Schedule 10 of the
new Act, including those relating to the lapse and forfeiture of permits, will apply to these Section 34 permits.

Please note that the information contained in this guidance is the licensing authorities’ understanding of the
current legislation and is subject to alteration at any time. Applicants are strongly advised to seek advice from
a qualified professional.

