Stamford Wider Town Views Assessment – Supporting Information
Introduction
This View Assessment was carried out by Player Roberts Bell Architects on behalf of Stamford Town Council. This document has been produced to support
the preparation of the Stamford First Neighbourhood Plan and associated character policies. The document concentrates on the wider views around the town
as the Stamford Character Study and Design Guide, and the several Conservation Area Appraisals for the town.
The date of the survey was Wednesday 17th June, which had overcast, but improving, conditions. The purpose of the fieldwork was to identify the key wider
views and gateways into Stamford, following each major approach to the centre, and as requested by the Town Council. This assessment does not comment
on the significance of particular heritage assets, but references those important landmarks, sites, features and visual links relevant to the selected views.
View
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Description
Casterton Road
(North and east)

Photograph(s)
1.

Previously Ermine Street (Great North
(Roman) Road) approach from north-west.
The view is taken from the north side of the
public footpath opposite the junction with
Arran Road, which shows the open
farmlands and rural tracks, ended with a
defined copse of trees adjacent to the
former Quarry Farm site (Fig.2).
Well-defined hedgerows flank the footpath
to Casterton Road (Fig.1 left & right). The
northern edge of the town is screened by a
line of trees and hedgerows that delineate
the edge of the built settlement from this
open character area (Fig.3).
The open character on this approach
affords protection to preserve the
agricultural heritage and the longestablished essential rural feel that these
farmlands and natural features offer.

2.

3.
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Ryhall Road
(West, east & south)

4.

View eastwards taken from adjacent the
footpath to Ryhall Road facing down the
rolling countryside towards the former
Stamford & Essendine Railway line (Fig.4).
Almost exclusively farmland, bound by
mature hedgerows, and a clear tree line that
demarcates the route of the River Gwash
(running north-south in the valley).
Ryhall Road approach looking south (Fig.5).
Retains strong rural feel with tree-lined
approach, with glimpse views east across
the open countryside. Wide grass verges
separate good quality footpaths.

5.

West of Ryhall Road, the Football Club
ground occupy a prominent position in the
foreground, thus interrupting the open
rolling fields to the north of the town (Fig.6).
Left, mature tree line that defines the limits
of the settlement. Right, tree line of
Rutland–South Kesteven County border.
Encroachment into this space should be
resisted in order to prevent erosion of
undulating character leading to the town.
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A1175 Uffingham Road
(north & south)
View along Uffingham Road opposite
Cricket Ground, looking north towards
Newstead (right behind group of mature
trees) (Fig.7). Footpath bound by
continuous hedgerow, providing screening

7.

6.

to open green space beyond, which is
bound by various substantial trees leading
to the River Gwash. The strong tree line
and landscaping features provide an
important visual buffer between the eastern
extent of the town and the hamlet of
Newstead, with its Grade II listed former Mill
complex. It is important to protect the clear
open space from any sprawl that leads to a
loss of this historic separation of the
settlements.
To the south of Uffingham Road (Fig.8) the
sport pitches define the edge of the town.
The substantial tree lines define key
landscape features: to the east the River
Gwash (left) and south the Welland Canal
(centre), both of which protect extended
views on the edge of the settlement.

8.

The pavilion structures are low scale and
have a neutral effect on the character of the
area. On a clear day it should be possible
to view Burghley House to the south, and as
a nationally important historic site, no
development should obscure the historic
visual links and key views to this important
heritage asset.
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A606 Empingham Road
(south)
The view from the junction opposite Arran
Road is of wholly agricultural open fields,
providing a positive contribution to the rural
setting of the town (Fig.9) and on the
western approach. The strong tree line to
the south delineates the adjacent Great

9.

North Road (A1), and offers some
protection from this main arterial route.
The edge of settlement follows a welldefined building line (left), which runs northsouth from Empingham Road. The fields
instil an important buffer between the A1
and contain the sprawl on this edge of
Stamford. Any further loss of these
managed fields to the west of the settlement
would erode important links to the historic
and surviving agricultural landscape.
5

A6121 Tinwell Road
(south)
View south from Tinwell Road towards
River Welland across substantial
agricultural lands (Fig.10). The spire of All
Saints Church appears in long range views
(left) beyond tree line, and this should be
protected for futurity.
The built settlement is entirely contained to
the north of Tinwell Road. Any
development to the south would lead to
substantial harm and loss of this character
landscape. The protection of these open
fields further preserves the long-range
views of important landmarks and churches,
which define the town (see also ‘6’ below).

10.

6

A1 Great North Road
(north east)

11.

12.

13.

14.

As viewed from the Great North Road
northbound junction with the A43 Kettering
Road (Figs.11-12). Extended views across
the agricultural landscape, with undulating
fields, substantial and expansive open
character, preserving the rural context. The
spires of All Saints and St Martin’s
Churches distinct (Fig.12, right).
Buildings flanking Tinwell Road
predominantly two-storey scale and below
the well-established tree line.

7

Reciprocal view of ‘4’ and ‘5’ above, with
fields providing a separation that contributes
to the appreciation of the town’s setting in
the countryside.
A43 Kettering Road
(north east, east & south)
Approach road from the south-west of the
settlement with substantial and continuous
hedgerow protecting rural feel, protecting
fields between this Kettering Road and the
River Welland beyond (Fig.13).
The spires of All Saints and St Mary’s
Churches are clear landmarks that define
the skyline of the town (Fig.14 left & right).
Near buildings are low scale, nestled in
mature landscape of trees, which
protectively screen the built settlement.
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B1018 London Road
(west & north)

15.

From the western Grade II listed Bottle
Lodge of Burghley House (Grade I property
in Grade II* registered Park & Garden).
Curved flanking walls form key architectural
feature of the designed landscape, framing
view to the west, which should remain open
and uninterrupted beyond the A1018
(Fig.15).
View taken from the southern entry along
the B1018 London Road (Figs. 16-17).
Mature tree line and rural post-and-rail
fence define the northern boundary, with
well-screened fields beyond. This is an
important area of separation between the
A43 and B1018 approaches to the town,
which should be preserved to avoid sprawl.
Turning away from the edge of the Burghley
estate, and leading north along London
Road, the character changes from rural to
urban, with buildings flanking the pavement
lines east and west. The Churches of St
Martin’s and St Mary’s are important
landmarks framed in clear view (Fig.17 left
and right), the historic group value of which
is reinforced by the consistency of the
surrounding buildings in this key entry to the
St Martin’s character area of the Stamford
Conservation Area.

16.

17.
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B1443 Barnack Road
(north & south)
The extensive open space north of Barnack
Road leads up to the railway line serving
the town, delineated by the treeline in front
(Fig.18). These historic and surviving
agricultural fields form an important buffer
between the edge of the settlement and the
significant Burghley House estate to the
south of the road. Left, the engineering
works buildings are largely screened by
mature trees. Further encroachment into
this area would erode the open, rural
appearance, and could impact long-range
views of the Burghley estate.
The southern side of Barnack Road is
characterised by the stone boundary wall of
Burghley House estate, with limited fieldgate openings (Fig.19). A footpath is
separated from the carriageway with wide,
maintained grass verges. Behind the estate
walls, the boundary is flanked with
substantial trees, which contribute to the
setting and historic value (Fig.20).

18.

19.

20.

Map of Views and Locations

