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Introduction

Through the Ministry of Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG) Neighbourhood Planning
Programme led by Locality, AECOM has been
commissioned to provide design support to Stamford
First.
Stamford First has requested to access professional
advice on design guidelines for future development within
the town. This document should support Neighbourhood
Plan (NP) policies that guide the assessment of future
development proposals and encourage high quality
design. It advises on physical development helping to
create distinctive places integrated with the existing town.

Approach

The approach of this study follows well-established
character assessment techniques. The detailed desk
study and fieldwork carried out to inform this assessment
underpins the classification and description of character
areas and broadly follows the process set out in the
“Approach to Landscape Character Assessment” (Natural
England, 2014).This approach has been tailored to meet
the specific needs of the neighbourhood planning
process and draws on further best practice guidance
including:
−− Townscape Character Assessment, TIN 05/17
(Landscape Institute, 2017);
−− Historic Environment: Good Practice in Planning Note
3 (Historic England, 2017);
−− Shaping Neighbourhoods: Character and Context
(Great London Assembly 2014);
−− Character and identity Townscape and heritage
appraisals in housing market renewal areas (Historic
England and CABE 2008);
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−− Understanding Place Historic Area Assessments:
Principles and Practice (Historic England 2010);
−− Using Historic Landscape Characterisation (Historic
England 2004);
−− Urban Design Compendium 3rd Ed. (Homes and
Communities Agency, 2013);
−− Building for Life 12, 2018 Ed. (Built for Life Homes/
Building for Life Partnership; 2018);
−− Placecheck (Urban Design Alliance, 2001); and
−− The Design Companion for Planning and Placemaking
(Urban Design London, 2017).
A Design Guide is required to co-ordinate a framework
which all developers can work within to provide certainty
with regard to the quality of the development as well as
ensuring that all the developments form part of a holistic
urban design approach to Stamford. The design guide will
define both landscape and built character.
This study builds upon previous work carried out in the
area:

−− AECOM produced a draft Character Study and Design
Guide report.

Document structure

This report is broken up into the following sections:
1. Introduction: outlining the vision, objectives,
methodology, process and document structure;
2. Background: Which discusses location, background
policy, existing designation and characterisation and the
historical development of the area;
3. Character Study: A study which characterises Stamford
into different character areas;
4. Design Guide: Design guide principles which are
informed by the Stamford ‘style’ are outline;
5. Development Sites: Review of future sites of
development and the principles which should apply to
them; and
6. Next Steps: The next steps available to Stamford First.

−− Stamford Conservation Area Appraisal 2011;
−− Stamford Northfields Conservation Area 2005; and
−− Stamford Capacity and Limits to Growth Study, 2015.

Methodology

The process that was undertaken in order to produce this
report is as follows:
−− AECOM representatives attended an inception
meeting and site walkover in Stamford in order to
define the brief and direction for this report; and
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Vision

Stamford vision statement states:

“Stamford’s Neighbourhood Plan will enable the
towns’ residents to shape the development of
Stamford over the next two decades without loss of
its special and distinctive character.
The Plan will seek to ensure that Stamford’s defining
assets as an historic and vibrant rural market town
and tourist destination are retained and enhanced
and that Stamford’s important heritage assets and
precious green spaces are protected”.

Objective

Stamford First conducted a resident and business survey
to determine what the community of Stamford deem to be
the priorities for their Neighbourhood Plan Area. Fourteen
objectives were identified, the following are pertinent for
this Character Study and Design Guide.
1. To protect and enhance the town’s unique character
and heritage and to retain the town’s strong local identity
and distinctiveness.

View Across Town Meadows
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2. To ensure Stamford retains and enhances its open
green access on all approaches to the town through the
improvement of the identified Green Wheel network and
through the designation of the important Local Green
Spaces around the town. The creation of new attractive,
well designed and connected open spaces on all new
development are welcomed and are vitally important to
the continued development and connection of the Green
Infrastructure within the town.

11. All new developments including alterations and
extensions within the area should be contextually
responsive and encourage a strong sustainable
community. High quality design which responds to its
landscape setting and topography is paramount in
ensuring new dwellings contribute to the character and
identity of the town.

4. To support the development of the Urban Extension
with in the region of 1450 houses being allocated
to the North and East of Stamford, which has been
identified within the South Kesteven Local Plan. The
Urban Extension must be well integrated, provide the
necessary infrastructure, meet the housing needs of the
local population, whilst encouraging new residents and
businesses to locate to the town.
6. To ensure that all new development is designed
appropriately and proportionately to the town’s character,
heritage and sense of place.
10. To ensure the important views and vistas around the
town are protected and, where possible, enhanced.

Graveyard on Park Lane

War memorial along Broad Street
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Location

Stamford is a historic and picturesque town located in
South Kesteven in the south west corner of Lincolnshire.
It is bordered by the counties of Rutland to the west,
Peterborough to the south-east and Northamptonshire
to the south-west. It lies approximately 25 miles south of
Grantham and 11 miles north-west of Peterborough.
Stamford is rich in both architecture and heritage, which
results in a unique and interesting townscape. The main
centre of the town stands on a small hill, which rises
from the north bank of the River Welland. The town is
characterised by a well preserved medieval core, and
a large number of historic and landmark buildings,
particularly churches. The surrounding landscape is
largely rural, with large areas of agricultural land, woodland
and estates. This has had a large impact on the character
of the landscape and provides the setting within which the
towns sits.
The River Welland runs east to west close to the southern
boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan Area. The A606
Scotgate Road, A6121 Uffington Road and A43 Kettering
Road are the primary routes through the area. The roads
connect in the centre of the urban area, north of Stamford
Railway Station. The A606 and the A43 both connect to
the A1, which forms a western boundary to the NP Area.
Stamford Railway Station is on the Peterborough to
Birmingham line, which links Stamford to Leicester and
Oakham.
Barnack Road and parts of the River Welland form a
southern boundary to the NP Area. Burghley House and
grounds lay south of Barnack Road. The historic property
is an Elizabethan mansion set within a Capability Browndesigned landscape. The northern boundary of Stamford
is bounded by fields.

Cemetery

Stamford
Playing Fields

Stamford &
Rutland Hospital

V6
V5

V4
Town Meadows

V3

V2

Burghley Estate

V1

N
0
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Location Plan
(text on figure) + Contains Ordnance Survey Data © Crown Copyright and database right 2019
View points are illustrated on the following pages.
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Views

Stamford is built within the valley of the River Welland
while avoiding the flood plain which has been left
undeveloped. Historically it was founded in this
location and can be traced back to the Roman
period.
The fine grain of development, and curving streets
restrict some of the views, but there are many
locations where open views of the town or the
surrounding landscape can be appreciated, or some
areas at higher elevations are chanelled between
buildings and provide views of Stamford where the
skyline is pierced by the steeples and towers of
churches.
The adjacent plan and photographs illustrate a
selection of Stamfords views. View locations can be
found on page 10.

V1
Picture taken from the roof of the Burghley House, showing high
land around Northfield farm in the centre of the picture and high
land east of Little Casterton to the right of the picture. Both of
these ridge-lines are important to the character of the area and
the setting of Burghley House.

V2
View along High Street Martin’s to The George of Stamford sign,
which forms a gateway and egress to the town.

V3
View on entering the town from the south via the Town Meadows demonstrates the development of Stamford from the valley of the River Welland, the historic assets throughout the town and steeples
and towers which pierce the skyline.
AECOM
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V4
View west over the River Welland and the Town Meadows from the bridge along the A43

V5
View east over the River Welland and footbridge along Albert Bridge from the
bridge along the A43
12

V6
View east along All Saints’ Street and Sheep Market with the steeples from left ot right of St.
Michael’s, St. John’s and St. Mary’s Churches.
AECOM
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Geology and Soils

The underlying geology of an area is often largely hidden
from view but has a strong influence on its character,
having been shaped over by natural processes including
erosion and sedimentation over millions of years. These
processes help to define the landform, soils, vegetation,
drainage and building materials which are common in an
area.
The predominant bedrock in the area, particularly in the
north of the area comprises Lincolnshire Limestone.
Along the River Welland and south of the area the bedrock
consists of Whitby Mudstone Formation and Northampton
Sand Formation. The sedimentary bedrock was formed
approximately 165 to 176 million years ago in the Jurassic
period, the local environment previously dominated by
shallow carbonate seas.
The soil quality of the area is predominantly shallow limerich soils over chalk or limestone. The soil around the River
Welland is loamy and clayey floodplain soil with naturally
high groundwater and seasonally wet.

Topography and Hydrology

There are no significant changes within the topography
of the area. The topography slopes gently from south and
east to the north and west of the area around Northfields.
The River Welland in the south and the River Gwash in the
east are low lying areas.
Built development in Stamford is focussed on the valley of
the River Welland just above the floodplain. Development
has avoided areas of high land, and away from ridge-lines
which has resulted in development which is sympathetic
to its context and that of the key local heritage asset of
Burghley House.

AECOM

Topography and Hydrology
© Crown Copyright and database right 2018. Ordnance Survey 100060500. Contains Ordnance Survey Data © Crown Copyright
and database right 2019.
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Planning Policy Context
National Planning Policy

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2019)
The NPPF sets out that a key objective of the planning
system is “to contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development”, which will be achieved through three
overarching objectives including “an environmental
objective- to contribute to protecting and enhancing
our natural, built and historic environment…” (Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government, 2018).
Part 12. Achieving well-designed places, states that
“Design policies should be developed with local
communities so they reflect local aspirations, and are
grounded in an understanding and evaluation of each
area’s defining characteristics. Neighbourhood plans can
play an important role in identifying the special qualities
of each area and explaining how this should be reflected
in development”. Part 12 goes on to state: “policy and
decisions should ensure that developments… are visually
attractive… (and) are sympathetic to local character and
history, including the surrounding built environment and
landscape setting, while not preventing or discouraging
appropriate innovation or change (such as increased
densities).” An understanding of history and heritage is
therefore important in developing neighbourhood plans to
explain how this should inform future development.
Part 16, Conserving and enhancing the historic
environment, states that “Plans should set out a
positive strategy for the conservation and enjoyment
of the historic environment… (taking) into account: …
the desirability of new development making a positive
contribution to local character and distinctiveness; and
opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the
historic environment to the character of place”.

14
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Planning Practice Guidance, 2014
Planning Practice Guidance was reviewed, catalogued
and published on the internet by the government in 2014
(DCLG, 2014). The section on design includes guidance on
promoting landscape character (Paragraph: 007Reference
ID: 26-007-20140306). It states that “development should
seek to promote character in townscape and landscape
by responding to and reinforcing locally distinctive
patterns of development” and that the “successful
integration of new development with their surrounding
context is an important design objective”.
South Kesteven (Pre Submission) Local Plan 2018 (not yet adopted)
Policy EN1 on Landscape Character states that:
“Development must be appropriate to the character
and significant natural, historic and cultural attributes
and features of the landscape within which it is situated,
and contribute to its conservation, enhancement or
restoration”.
The local plans policy on Protecting Biodiversity and
Geodiversity EN2 states that: “The Council, working in
partnership with all relevant stakeholders, will facilitate
the conservation, enhancement and promotion of
the biodiversity and geological interest of the natural
environment throughout the District”.
Policy EN3 on Green Infrastructure states that: “The
Council will maintain and improve the green infrastructure
network in the District by enhancing, creating and
managing green space within and around settlements
that are well connected to each other and the wider
countryside. Development proposals should ensure that
existing and new green infrastructure is considered and
integrated into the scheme design”.

Policy DE1 on Promoting Good Quality Design states: “To
ensure high quality design is achieved throughout the
District, all development proposals will be expected to …
make a positive contribution to the local distinctiveness,
vernacular and character of the area. Proposals should
reinforce local identity and not have an adverse impact
on the street scene, settlement pattern or the landscape
/ townscape character of the surrounding area. Proposals
should be of an appropriate scale, density, massing,
height and material, given the context of the area; and
development proposals should seek to…retain and
incorporate important on site features, such as trees
and hedgerows and incorporate, where possible, nature
conservation and biodiversity enhancement into the
development”.
South Kesteven Core Strategy, 2010
Core Strategy Policy EN1 relates to the protection and
enhancement of the character of the district and provides
that: “Development must be appropriate to the character
and significant natural, historic and cultural attributes
and features of the landscape within which it is situated,
and contribute to its conservation, enhancement or
restoration”.
Stamford Capacity and Limits Growth Study, 2015
In a similar way to the approach for environmental
designations, and in line with paragraph 126 of the NPPF,
the approach seeks to avoid development in areas where
it would adversely impact on a designated heritage asset.
Designated heritage assets are defined by the NPPF
as including scheduled monuments, listed buildings,
registered parks and gardens, registered battlefields and
conservation areas.
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Landscape Designations

Statutory and non-statutory landscape designations
have been reviewed to determine the levels of
protection currently given to the landscape within
the study area. The town has two conservation areas
−− Stamford;
−− Stamford Northfields.

Stamford is identified as one of the most significant
historic Georgian towns in the UK and was
designated as the first conservation area in the
country. The Stamford Conservation Area covers
the central town north and south of the Welland
River, and includes the Town Meadows, Stamford
Northfields is to the north of the town centre.

Stamford Character Study and Design Guide

−− Enclosed mostly by hedgerows, with hedgerow trees.

Stamford is the largest town within the character
area and dates back over 1000 years. Villages within
the character area are mostly nucleated with a
simple street layout and properties frequently front
directly onto the street. Building materials include
warm-honey coloured local stone and roofing
materials of mainly red clay tiles and pantiles, with
some ‘collyweston slate’.

The landscape has a strong pattern of woodland
and hedgerows. It contains areas of sensitive
landscape including the historic parks and areas
around the edge of picturesque villages. Away from
the main transport corridors it is a relatively tranquil
landscape.

Settlement edges are typically varied. Some
properties are set within large gardens, which
allow trees to develop providing a softer edge and
transition to the landscape.

Existing Landscape
Character Assessments

Existing character assessments have been reviewed
to provide some context to this more detailed
assessment. The study area falls within National
Character Area (NCA) 75 Kesteven Uplands, as
defined by Natural England (Natural England, 2014),
and Kesteven Uplands as identified by South
Kesteven District Council Landscape Character
Assessment (2007). The key characteristics of
this area which are or particular relevance to this
assessment are:
−− A relatively unified, simple, medium-scale agricultural
landscape, with a high proportion of historic woodland;
−− High concentration of houses and parks, with areas of
farmland under estate management;
−− A dispersed, nucleated settlement pattern, mostly
following the river valleys; and
View along the River Welland and Town Meadows
AECOM
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Historical Development

Stamford has history as far back as the Jurassic period
with the prehistoric track route that runs through England,
it also has Roman history in the form of the Roman Ermine
Street which is laid out through the town along Water
Furlong and Roman Bank.

Stamford First

AD970 Anglo Saxon King Edgar made Stamford
a Borough which possessed its own mint court,
administration and legal identity. Stamford was one of the
five boroughs of the Danelaw along with Leicester, Lincoln,
Nottingham and Derby.
AD972 The corn market was established.

AD43 Ermine Street was constructed shortly after the
arrival of the Romans and was used to connect London to
York. The road crossed the River Welland to the northwest of Stamford, near the Roman settlement of Great
Casterton.

AD1075 Norman Castle built next to St Peter’s Church,
which was the most defensible position overlooking the
road and river crossing. The earliest form of this castle
was a simple motte and bailey structure, and a circular
keep was later added in the 12th century.

AD61 Boudicca crossed the River Welland using the ford
during her attempt to repel the Romans.

AD1086 Recorded as ‘Stanford’ in the Domesday Survey,
which recorded 412 houses, five churches and a mill. Of
the churches, only All Saints’ and St Peter’s are named.

AD877 The Danish settlement was established. The
modern High Street formed the axial route and the east
and west boundaries were located at what are now St
John Street and Star Lane.

c.AD1170 The hospital of St John the Baptist and St
Thomas the martyr was established.

AD1268 Six oaks were granted by Henry III to the White
Friars for the construction of their church.
AD1333 Students from Oxford attempted to set up a
university in Stamford, although this was quashed by order
of Edward III. The archway of the college survives and
is designated as a grade I listed building and scheduled
monument.
AD1343 Consent was given by the Bishop of Lincoln for
the construction of Austin Friary in the west suburb of
Stamford near St Peter’s Gate.
AD1462 Stamford acquires Royal Charter by King Edward
IV.
AD1475 Brownes Hospital built by William Browne, a
wool merchant. The hospital includes a chapel and the
almshouses to the rear, capable of accommodating ten
poor men.

AD918 Edward the Elder, son of Alfred, built a fortress on
the south bank of the River Welland at Stamford in order to
control the crossing of the river.

AD1215 George Hotel was thought to have been used
by the barons when they were planning the magna carta
and was thought to previously have been used by the
crusaders.

AD1536 The reformation saw the dissolution of the
friaries and St Peter’s Church was amalgamated with All
Saints’.

Rutland Terrace

Stamford School along St. Paul’s Street

Millstone Inn, All Saints’ Street

16

AECOM

Stamford First

Stamford Character Study and Design Guide

AD1549 The hospital of St John the Baptist and St
Thomas the Martyr was bought by William Cecil and
became known as Lord Burghley’s Hospital. It was used to
accommodate 13 elderly men, and it is still extant and is
externally mostly unchanged.
AD1558 The former town hall was built, which was located
at the north end of the town bridge.
AD1587 Construction of Burghley House completed to
the south of Stamford. It is an Elizabethan manor built for
Sir William Cecil, Lord Treasurer to Queen Elizabeth I.
AD1597 Lord Burghley’s Hospital on Station Road was
founded.
AD1604 Founding of Snowden’s Hospital in Scotgate.
AD1642 Charles I passed through the town on his way to
York and had issued a proclamation against the papists.
AD1643 Burghley House was besieged by Oliver Cromwell
with between three and four thousand parliamentary
soldiers. The royalists surrendered the house following
the siege.
AD1646 Charles I arrived in Stamford again after escaping
parliamentary forces in Oxford. While in Stamford he
stayed with the Cave family at Blackfriars.

Welland Lodge along Water Street

AD1664 The canal was reconstructed by a woollen draper,
Daniel Wigmore.
AD1675 A by-law passed ordering that all new buildings
must use tiles and slate, following serious fires in the town.
AD1717 The former Stamford Racecourse opened near
Wittering.
AD1756 Capability Brown was commissioned to remodel
the parkland at Burghley House.
St Martin's Churc h

AECOM

Hopkin’s Hospital, Austin Friar’s Lane
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AD1768 A leading theatre was opened in Stamford.
The Arts Centre was built, and is one of the oldest
provincial theatres in England.
AD1776 The Stamford Town Hall was built, replacing the
earlier 16th century hall.
AD1796 Common land in St Martin’s parish was enclosed.
It was mostly acquired and assimilated into Burghley Park.
AD1808 The library was built by William Legg based on
a design by Inigo Jones. It was built as a portico to the
market and was converted into a library in 1906.
AD1820 All Saints’ Brewery was established by William
Edwards. It is now a brewery museum.
AD1832 During alterations the medieval church of St
Michael collapsed.
AD1836 St Michael’s Church reopened after it was rebuilt
in Early English Gothic style. The rebuilding was designed
by John Brown.
AD1838 The Stamford Scientific and Literary Institute was
founded, originally on Broad Street and later moved to St
Peter’s Hill.
AD1839 Bull running was outlawed, which had been an
annual tradition for 600 years.
AD1846 The opening of the Syston and Peterborough
railway line connected Stamford to the Great Northern
Railway line.
AD1848 The Stamford Town Station was completed.
AD1856 Opening of the Stamford and Essendine Branch
Railway line.
AD1870 The Education Act led to a number of schools
being established in the town, including Browne’s School
on All Saint’s Street and separate boys and girls schools
on St Paul’s Street and High Street respectively.
18
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AD1871 Stamford Inclosure Act where surrounding fields
were brought into private ownership to allow for housing
to be developed outside the town centre. Meadows were
retained for public use.
The theatre was closed and became a billiards club.

AD2005 Stamford Northfields, an area to the north of the
centre in an area of 19th century terraced housing, was
designated as a conservation area.
AD2013 Voted the best place to live by the Sunday Times.

AD1873 The last race meeting was held at the racecourse
before it closed.
AD1899 Pick Motor Company began production and
became one of the largest car manufacturers in the East
Midlands. The workshops were first located at Blackfriars
and later on High Street St Martin’s.
AD1920s Residential developments took place during
this decade, including the construction of council houses
leading to a number of slum courts in the centre of the
town being demolished. The suburbs expanded to the
north and east of the town.
AD1925 Pick Motor Company ceased trading in 1925.
AD1960 Construction of the A1 bypass relieved traffic
congestion in the town.
Redevelopment was carried out within the town centre
that included demolition of historic structures. One
example is on the High Street, a stone terrace was
replaced with a large plain flat roofed building which had
repetitive openings.
AD1967 The central area of the town was designated as a
conservation area, it was the first conservation area to be
designated in Britain. The conservation area has over 600
listed buildings including eight grade I and 101 grade II*
listed buildings.
AD1978 The Stamford Theatre reopened after a complete
refurbishment.
AD1993 A television adaptation of George Eliot’s
Middlemarch was filmed in the town.

AECOM

Site Details:

1885-A3PDF-10000,

Client Ref:
Report Ref:
Grid Ref:

43883
CMAPS-CM-768926-43883-090119
502829, 307758

Map Name:

County Series

Map date:

1885

Scale:

1:10,560

Printed at:

1:10,560

N
W

E

S

Produced by
Groundsure Insights
www.groundsure.com
Supplied by:
www.centremapslive.com
groundsure@centremaps.com
© Crown copyright and database rights 2018 Ordnance Survey 100035207

Production date:

09 January 2019

Map legend available at:
www.groundsure.com/sites/default/files/groundsure_legend.pdf

Site Details:

1929-A3PDF-10000,

Client Ref:
Report Ref:
Grid Ref:

43883
CMAPS-CM-768927-43883-090119
502829, 307758

Map Name:

County Series

Map date:

1929

Scale:

1:10,560

Printed at:

1:10,560

N
W

E

S

Produced by
Groundsure Insights
www.groundsure.com
Supplied by:
www.centremapslive.com
groundsure@centremaps.com
© Crown copyright and database rights 2018 Ordnance Survey 100035207

Production date:

09 January 2019

Map legend available at:
www.groundsure.com/sites/default/files/groundsure_legend.pdf

Site Details:

1950-A3PDF-10000,

Client Ref:
Report Ref:
Grid Ref:

43883
CMAPS-CM-768928-43883-090119
502829, 307758

Map Name:

County Series

Map date:

1950

Scale:

1:10,560

Printed at:

1:10,560

N
W

E

S

Produced by
Groundsure Insights
www.groundsure.com
Supplied by:
www.centremapslive.com
groundsure@centremaps.com
© Crown copyright and database rights 2018 Ordnance Survey 100035207

Production date:

09 January 2019

Map legend available at:
www.groundsure.com/sites/default/files/groundsure_legend.pdf

Character Study

03

Stamford Character Study and Design Guide

Stamford First

Character Area Overview - © Crown Copyright and database right 2018. Ordnance Survey 100060500. Contains Ordnance Survey
Data © Crown Copyright and database right 2019.
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Character Area Profiles

The results of the desk study and fieldwork have been
analysed and five distinct character areas have been
identified. These have been informed by the following:
−− Historical development - including street pattern, land
use, conservation areas and heritage assets;
−− Movement - including physical boundaries such as
railway lines, roads, rivers and gateways, nodes and
linkages;
−− Urban structure and built development - including
density and building height, enclosure, architectural
style and detailing;
−− Land use and levels of activity;
−− Green space and public realm - including those with
planning policy and statutory protection, and how this
relates to buildings and spaces; and
−− Views and their contribution to an understanding of
character, including the identification of landmarks.

Characteristics

Natural England defines key characteristics as “those
combinations of elements which help to give an area its
distinctive sense of place” that would result in significant
consequences for the current character if they were
changed or lost. As a result, they form important evidence
to support the development of planning and management
policies and a reference point against which to monitor
change.

AECOM
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CA 01: Stamford
Characteristics

The key characteristics of Stamford are as follows:
−− Stamford is an historic market town, its buildings are
predominantly constructed of Jurassic limestone and
it is known as one of the finest stone towns in England.
−− The central area of Stamford has a close grained
organic settlement pattern;
−− There are a number of landmark buildings such
as churches with tall spires and towers located
throughout the area which contribute to the
townscape;
−− The town has an historic street pattern that has
developed since the medieval period;
−− Historic buildings throughout the area, rich in
decorative architectural detailing;
−− The River Welland and the Town Meadows contribute
to a verdant character; and
−− A distinct civic and commercial centre to the area.

26
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Stamford Character Area

© Crown Copyright and database right 2018. Ordnance Survey 100060500. Contains Ordnance Survey Data © Crown Copyright and database right 2019. © Historic England 2019. Contains Ordnance
Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2018 The Historic England GIS Data contained in this material was obtained on 19/03/2019. © Natural England material is reproduced with the
permission of Natural England 2019.
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Block Structure Orientation and
Rhythm
−− Stamford has a very fine grain settlement pattern;

−− The town’s structure and orientation is heavily
influenced by the east to south-west course of the
River Welland;
−− Streets have a medieval layout, with some elements
dating to the Roman period;
−− Buildings within the town tend to be two to three
storeys in height, positioned very close to the front
of streets and are of a higher density than the rest of
Stamford; and
−− Buildings are orientated along main roads, with
doorways having shallow setbacks to street
pavements.

Road Network
Pedestrian Route
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St George’s Square

View along Maiden Lane
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Open & Public Spaces
Town Meadows

Town Meadows is a large open green on the River
Welland. It forms part of the main entrance to
Stamford, when arriving by train or from the south
west of the town. Mature trees line its edges, and the
town with its multiple spires and towers can be seen
from the green. The green is popular with visitors
and walkers.
Green Space along the River Welland

A local green space along the River Welland adjacent
to Water Street. The green is relatively small and
tranquil, containing a number of mature trees, in
particular a multi-stemmed willow tree. The park
includes a number of benches, and is primarily used
by the surrounding residents and dog walkers.

Town Meadows

Green Space along Water Street

Sheep Market Square

Sheep Market Square provides a gateway to the
town, from the west of the town and adjoins the
bus station. The square contains a stone spire, a
memorial to Queen Eleanor of Castile, wife of Edward
I. It provides a landmark on entering the town

Red Lion Square

Red Lion Square in front of All Saints’ Church is a
paved small square with some benches and planters.
The B1081 passes through the square and there is
also some disabled parking provision. It provides a
setting for views of All Saints’ Church.

Red Lion Square

Stamford High Street

Stamford High Street is a popular public space
in the town. It is a pedestrianised paved street,
and contains a number of landmark buildings
including St. Michael's Church and the Public

Library. Individually designed three storey buildings
along the High Street create a varied and textured
streetscape, with a strong sense of enclosure.
Very narrow lanes between buildings connect High
Street with peripheral streets, which is a distinctive
characteristic of the area.
AECOM

Eleanor Cross along Sheep Market Square

View along High Street
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Boundary treatments

−− In the centre of Stamford, buildings are constructed
directly onto the road which creates an enclosed
character; and
−− Where there are boundary treatments, these tend to
be constructed of the local limestone and surround
larger properties or are located to the rear.

Buildings, architecture,
appearance and detailing

Rubble stone wall with ashlar quoin and gateway feature

−− Height: Buildings are predominantly two storeys high,
with many properties providing additional rooms within
attics;
−− Roof and chimney type: Properties have predominantly
open pitched roofs with some properties displaying
dormers;

Heritage railings along footpath

−− Fenestration: Mixed window style and type reflecting
development period and local vernacular detailing. In
general windows align on both ground and first floors;
−− There is a variety of window types, dating from
different periods. Window styles include metal side
opening casements and timber sliding sash frames;
and

Cobbles create visual narrowing along carriageway

−− Gutters and pipes: Gutters and pipes are
predominantly traditional and composed of cast iron
and painted black. Gutters are found to be attached to
metal brackets, soffits and fascias depending on the
age of the building.

Projecting gables to The London Inn
30

St. Martin’s Chuch
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Materials

−− Oolitic limestone is the main stone used for buildings;
−− Collyweston slate (limestone) for roofs;
−− Ironstone stone walling found on some buildings from
16th century; and
−− Welsh slate present on early 19th century buildings.

Detailing

−− Traditional sliding sash windows with multiple panes
and glazing bars;
−− Timber side opening casements with multiple panes
and glazing bars;
−− Stone mullioned windows;

Ashlar stone lintels and quoins to doors and windows

Stepped roof line, with Collyweston stone roofs

−− Stone window surrounds;
−− Gables to front elevation;
− Stone mullions and transoms (structural vertical
and horizontal elements to windows);

− Stone tracery (ornamental stone work);
−− Cill bands;
−− Overhanging eaves (eaves are the edges of the roof
which overhang the face of a wall) and timber soffits
(underside of overhanging eaves);

Hardwood timber lintels to windows and archway

Ashlar stone lintels

Regular fenestration of windows

Arch-top windows

−− Clipped eaves;
−− Single width dormer roof windows with sloping roofs,
hipped, pitched and curved roofs;
−− Stone stepped chimneys; and
−− Stone walls and railings.

AECOM

Stepped ashlar dressed stone and rubble stone
gable.
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Positive aspects of character

There are a number of positive aspects of character
which should be sustained, reinforced or enhanced.
These relate to:
−− A large number of historic buildings and features
are located in the character area, which positively
contribute to the character and appearance of the
area;

−− The historic street pattern restricts sight lines, and
enhances the sense of enclosure and isolation from
areas beyond the CA while still allowing permeability
through it;
−− Buildings in the area are typically two to three storeys
in height enhancing the domestic character of the
area, as well as enhancing the impact of views into the
wider landscape. The visual impact of taller buildings
of significance is enhanced by this, including the
churches and other important civic buildings;
−− Historic buildings across the area are rich in
architectural detailing which a positively contribute to
the distinctive characteristic of the area;
−− Concentration of commercial and retail units along the
High Street create a distinct urban centre within the
area; and
−− The approach to Stamford from the south and east
with views of the countryside and the Burghley Estate
instils a rural character.

Stamford First

Sensitivity to change

There are also some elements which are particularly
sensitive to change.
−− Change of use, including the loss of ground floor
commercial and retail units, alterations or extensions
to properties of historical merit which is not in keeping
with the character of the area, particularly within the
conservation area;
−− The domestic scale of existing buildings, which are
generally two and three storeys in height;
−− Taller new builds which are not responsive to the scale
of surrounding historic buildings; and
−− The diversity of shop frontages along the High Street
and St Mary’s Street, which generally occupy single
units, contributes to the fine grain of development in
the area.

Design Principles

and demonstrating careful consideration of the size,
shape, colour, style of lettering and materials;
−− Infill development which results in the loss of gardens,
yards or alley-ways should not be granted permission;
−− Tree planting within car parks would reduce the
visual prominence of car parks, and create a sense of
enclosure and scale reflective of Stamford;
−− New development should respect the historic rural
setting of the town;
−− Surviving historic features should be retained,
particularly timber window frames and doors;
−− Maximise the contribution of active ground floor uses
to the public realm in the commercial areas; and
−− Driveways employing materials such as gravel, clay
brick or hoggin surfaces are often more sympathetic
to the character of the area than concrete or tarmac
drives.

In order to address the issues highlighted above,
principles for managing change in this area should
focus on sustaining, reinforcing or enhancing those
aspects which maintain and enhance the townscape
of Stamford within its unique landscape setting;
−− Sensitive contemporary design, which is responsive
to historic materials is preferable to low quality
historically referenced designs which produce an
unsympathetic pastiche of historic fabric;
−− Extensions to properties should be responsive to
the scale and massing of the original buildings and
enhance its quality and appearance;
−− New development should seek to conserve, and
wherever possible enhance the distinctive character
of Stamford;
−− Shop fronts in the historic core of the village should be
sympathetic to the building, retaining original features
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CA 02: East Stamford
Characteristics

The key characteristics of East Stamford are as
follows:
− Mixed land-use, large areas of retail parks, industrial
estates, Stamford and Rutland Hospital, agricultural
landscapes, small areas of housing and allotments;
−− River Welland makes a large contribution to the
character of the area;
−− Southern edge abuts the Burghley Estate;
−− Large allotments contribute to the sense of
community and verdant character of the area; and
−− Mature trees.
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East Stamford Character Area
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Block Structure Orientation and
Rhythm
−− The area has a loose grain development pattern;

−− The structure of the area is predominantly influenced
by the industrial architecture found on industrial
estates and retail parks, and the road layout generally
has an a east-west orientation;
−− There are two primary roads, with few secondary
streets in this area; and
−− The River Welland and the railway line restrict
movement from north to south.

Road Network
Pedestrian Route
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Stamford Retail Park

Stamford Retail Park
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Open Space
Allotments
A large area of allotments are located north and south of
Uffington Road. They are well tended and contribute to the
rural character of the area.
Agricultural Landscape
Large agricultural fields are located south of the River
Welland. Grazing lands are located both north and south
of the river.
Stamford Cricket Club
Stamford Cricket Ground is located off Uffington Road,
north of the river. It has an open character with close
mown open lawn with mature trees located along the
edges of the ground.

Boundary treatments

Stamford Retail Park

Cricket Grounds along Uffington Road

Stone Walls
Tradtional limestone walls can be found along the
boundaries of the Burghley Estate and the grounds of the
Stamford and Rutland Hospital
Field Boundaries
Field boundaries are largely made up of hedgerows and
trees.

Rubble stone boundary wall of the Burghley Estate

Industrial Estates and Retail Park

Timber rail and post systems are mostly employed in both
industrial estates and retail parks, with hedgerows in some
areas.

Ashlar stone gateway to Stamford and Rutland Hospital
AECOM

Open boundary to properties which allow for vehicle parking
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Buildings, architecture,
appearance and detailing

−− Industrial and retail park buildings are predominantly
composed of simple cladding material, such as brick
and composite boarding. The structures are indistinctive except for brand advertising on the building
facade;
−− The hospital is composed of a number of buildings,
with brick, buff stone, lime rendering and ashlar stone
dressing employed; and
−− Residential properties within the character area make
use of red brick and lime render.
Industrial architecture

Red brick terraces with bay windows

Lime rendered property along Ryhall Road

Georgian brick building within hospital campus
38

Industrial estate advertisement
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Positive aspects of character

There are a number of positive aspects of character
which should be sustained, reinforced or enhanced.
These relate to:

−− A number of historic buildings and features are located
in the character area, which positively contribute to the
character and appearance of the area;
−− Large number of mature street trees within verges
along A6121 and hedgerows and trees along Uffington
Road contribute to the verdant character on entering
the town;

Stamford Character Study and Design Guide

Design Principles

In order to address the issues highlighted above,
principles for managing change in this area should
focus on sustaining, reinforcing or enhancing those
aspects which maintain and enhance the townscape
of Stamford within its unique landscape setting;
−− New development should provide permeable and
inclusive street patterns with trees set within road side
verges. Street layouts should be designed to provide a
sense of enclosure and privacy typical of the post-war
development in the area;

−− Concentration of retail buildings to the east of the
A6121 ensure their impact on the character of
Stamford is limited;

−− Green space integrating opportunities for children’s
play and planting which contributes to the green
infrastructure of the area should be a prominent
feature of estate development in the area;

− Agricultural landscape in the north of the character
area and open pastures in the south contribute to the
sense of Stamford as a town with a rural setting; and

−− Tree planting within car parks would reduce their visual
prominence, and create a sense of enclosure and
scale reflective of Stamford;

−− Large allotments contribute to the verdant character
of the area.

−− New development should respect the historic rural
setting of the town;

Sensitivity to change

There are also some elements which are particularly
sensitive to change:

−− Green boundary treatments, trees and vegetation
in front gardens, which positively contribute to the
character and appearance of the area, are susceptible
to loss; and

−− Surviving historic features should be retained,
particularly timber window frames and doors; and
−− Maximise the contribution of active ground floor uses
to the public realm in the commercial areas.

−− Distinct edge between urban settlement and open
landscape, this could be reduced by development
pressure.

AECOM
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CA 03: North Stamford

The key characteristics of North Stamford are as
follows:

Characteristics

−− Land use is predominantly residential and educational;
−− Large areas of recreational grounds which are owned
by schools;
−− Mix of architectural styles, with 19th century brick
terraces to the east and 20th century post-war
housing estates in the central part of the area;
−− Local authority housing is consistent in its
architectural styles and uses of materials;
−− Agricultural fields are located in the north of the area;
−− Front and back gardens to properties are of small to
medium size;
−− Suburban character with low maintenance front
gardens containing grassed lawns and limited trees;
and
−− Northfields Conservation Area located within this
character area.
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North Stamford Character Area
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Block Structure Orientation and
Rhythm

−− The area has a medium-fine grain settlement pattern,
primarily residential in land-use;
−− The area has a number of primary, secondary and local
roads;
−− The orientation of the primary roads is north-south,
reflecting the areas context north of the centre of
Stamford;
−− Housing is predominantly post -war local authority
designed housing, with consistent architectural styles;
−− A number of blocks are developed on a looped street
layout with some cul-de-sacs and incorporate areas of
open green spaces in their layout;;
−− The rhythm and scale of development is consistent
across the area;
−− There are a few pedestrian ‘green’ routes through the
area, which connect communities to the countryside;
and

Road Network
Pedestrian Route

−− Within the Northfields Conservation Area the block
structure is laid out in a grid pattern with consistent
building form and groups of houses.

Worcester Crescent
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Junction of Lincoln Road and Masterton Road
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Open Space

Stamford Cemetery
Stamford Cemetery is the largest green space in the
character area. It is accessed via Little Casterton Road.
The cemetery contains a number of Commonwealth War
Graves, a chapel and has a large number of mature trees.
The cemetery contributes a sense of openness within the
area and to a green and verdant character.

Stamford Recreation Grounds
Stamford Recreation Grounds is located off Recreation
Ground Road and located north of the centre of Stamford.
It is a multifunctional space and includes a playground,
sports courts and a skate-park. Mature trees frame the
park. The park is popular and well used, it provides relief
from the surrounding urban environment.

Linear Park

View south from Kesteven Road in the North of the Character
Area .

Stamford Cemetery

View south from the north of the cemetery.

Linear Parks and Neighbourhood Parks
There are a number of linear parks and neighbourhood
parks which provide pedestrian connections across
the area, and are located between groups of houses or
estates, some include play equipment.

Boundary treatments

−− There is no consistent boundary treatment across the
area. Treatment varies between housing estates;
−− Clipped hedgerows are common in some areas;
−− Other estates display front gardens composed of
lawns with pin kerbs delineating boundaries;and

Timber fence

−− Timber palisade fencing is common to educational
facilities.

Hedgerows to property boundaries
AECOM
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Buildings, architecture,
appearance and detailing

−− Buildings are constructed of a variety of materials;
−− Victorian terraces are brick with pitched slate roofs
and additional decorative details to the frontage
including door surrounds, fanlights and brick
decorations;
−− Many Victorian terraces also incorporate passageways
between properties which provide access to the rear
gardens. These archway details have been replicated
on post-war developments;
−− Many estates across the area were built by the local
authority, resulting in conformity in design, detailing
and materials creating a consistent townscape;

Stamford First

Detailing

−− Stone lintels and cills;
−− Eaves details (eaves are the edges of the roof which
overhang the face of a wall);
−− Brick lintels above doors;
−− Two storey terraced houses;
−− Arched lintels above doors and windows;
−− Archways leading to rear of terraces;
−− Multicoloured brickwork gives unity; and
−− Subtle variations in design of architectural details such
as chimneys, porches and windows.

Terraces incorporate passageways between properties

−− The post-war properties are finished in render or brick
and have pitched roofs covered in concrete tiles or
plain clay tiles;
−− Building heights are consistently two storeys with
pitched roofs; and
−− Properties generally have regimented fenestration
with windows aligning on ground and first floors.

Materials
−− Yellow brick;

Red brick local authority housing

−− Red brick;
−− Timber sliding sash windows;
−− Timber four panelled doors;
−− Welsh slate roofs; and
−− Tiles.
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Local authority housing incorporate passageways between
buildings

Brick terraces with rendered panels and painted weatherboard
panelling
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Positive aspects of character

There are a number of positive aspects of character
which should be sustained, reinforced or enhanced.
These relate to:
−− Few cul-de-sacs, which allows for good pedestrian
permeability through the area;
−− Buildings are typically two storeys in height, and
preserve a human scale and sense of domesticity
across the area;
−− Local authority housing is consistent in its
architectural styles and uses of materials which results
in a unified townscape;
−− Areas of open spaces are incorporated into housing
developments and spread evenly across the area;
−− ‘Green’ routes through the area, which connect
communities to the countryside positively contribute
to the character of the area; and
−− Buildings of different eras incorporate arched
passageways between properties which provide
access to the rear gardens. These architectural details
positively contribute to the character of the area.

Sensitivity to Change

The following issues have been identified which
could be addressed through new development or
active management. These are principally related to:
−− Front gardens contribute to the character of the
streetscape and are therefore sensitive to change
or loss, through provision of off-street parking for
example;

Stamford Character Study and Design Guide

the character of the area, particularly Northfields
Conservation Area.

Design Principles

In order to address the issues highlighted above,
principles for managing change in this area should
focus on sustaining, reinforcing or enhancing those
aspects which maintain and enhance the townscape
of Stamford within its unique landscape setting;
−− New development should respect the historic rural
setting of the town;

−− New development should provide permeable and
inclusive street patterns with trees set within road side
verges. Streets layouts should be designed to provide
a sense of enclosure and privacy typical of the postwar development in the area;
−− Green space integrating opportunities for children’s
play and planting which contributes to the green
infrastructure of the area should be a prominent
feature of estate development in the area;
−− The design of any new development should have
regard to the scale, height, building and roof line and
distinctive architecture of existing buildings, including
the palette of materials;
−− Palisade fencing, railings or walls constructed from the
existing palette of vernacular materials are preferable
to panelled timber fencing or modern materials which
are not typical of the area; and
−− Surviving historic features should be retained.

−− The common scale of existing development is
sensitive to the introduction of taller buildings; and
−− Change of use, alterations or extensions to properties
of historical merit which is not in keeping with
AECOM
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CA 04: Casterton Road

The key characteristics of Casterton Road are as
follows:

Characteristics

−− Residential land-use, individually designed houses,
which results in a varied and textured townscape;
−− Properties are generally detached and sit within large
plots, with large front and back gardens;
−− Ribbon development along primary roads, with large
houses with large gardens which probably precede
development of the surrounding estates;
−− Traditional stone walls, gate-posts and gates to
property boundaries are distinctive across the
character area;
−− Hedgerows along boundaries and trees within front
and back gardens of properties create a verdant
character; and
−− Street trees planted within grass verges along roads
also contribute to the character of the area.
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Casterton Road Character Area
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Block Structure Orientation and
Rhythm

Primary Road
Secondary Road

−− The area has a medium grain settlement pattern, and
primarily residential in land-use;

Pedestrian Route

−− Empingham Road and Casterton Road are the primary
roads through the area. Both have a north-west to
south east orientation, and join together outside the
centre of Stamford.
−− Local roads are developed on a looped street layout
with only a few cul-de-sacs;
−− The rhythm of development and scale of buildings is
generally consistent. There are pockets of larger green
areas around Empingham Road and Scotgate that are
a result of large gardens containing mature trees;
−− Properties are set back from the roadside with
hedgerows, grassed areas and trees planted to
the front. The soft landscaping contributes to the
suburban character of this area; and
−− There are few pedestrian routes through the area.
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View north along Casterton Road

Property along Empingham Rd
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Open Space

Borough of Stamford Playing Fields
The Borough of Stamford Playing Fields is one of the
largest open spaces within Stamford. It is located off
Empingham Road and Exeter Gardens. It contains a large
number of pitches. The Stamford Rugby Club is based
here. The Stamford and District Indoor Bowls Club is
located in the east of the fields, along with an outdoor
bowling green. Properties back on to the fields, Trees
within the back gardens of properties contribute to the
open and verdant character of the area.

Boundary treatments

•

Clipped hedgerows are a common boundary
treatment across the area;

•

Some of the larger properties have rubble
stone wall boundaries, ashlar stone pillars and
decorative gates; and

•

There are also some low rubble stone walls,
red brick walls and hedgerows to property
boundaries.

AECOM

View of Borough of Stamford Playing Fields.

Decorative metal gates

Brick and hedgerows

Hedgerows

Rubble stone walls

Ashlar stone walls
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Buildings, architecture,
appearance and detailing

−− Many of the buildings across the area have been
individually designed, employing a variety of different
styles and materials which results in a richly textured
townscape;
−− Buildings are predominantly two storeys, with some of
the older properties within bigger plots rising to three
storeys;
−− There are a variety of roof types through the area
including gabled, cross gabled, hipped roofs with
some including dormer roof windows; and
−− Properties generally have regular fenestration (the
arrangement of windows in a building) with windows
aligning on ground and first floors.

Large detached individually designed property render and timber finishes

Red brick individually designed property

Individually designed red brick property along Roman
Bank

Ashlar stone property along Tinwell Road
50

Individually designed red brick property along Empingham
Road
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Positive aspects of character

There are a number of positive aspects of character
which should be sustained, reinforced or enhanced.
These relate to:
−− High quality and historic development along Tinwell
Road, with views into agricultural land to the south
define the approach into the character area and
Stamford from the west;

−− Individually designed housing results in a varied and
textured townscape;
−− Buildings are typically two storeys in height, and
preserve a human scale and sense of domesticity
across the area;
−− Large areas of recreational open space within the
character area;
−− Trees along road verges and within the front and back
gardens contribute to the verdant character of the
area; and
−− High quality boundary treatments positively contribute
to the character of the area.

Sensitivity to Change

The following issues have been identified which
could be addressed through new development or
active management. These are principally related to:
−− Front gardens contribute to the character of the
streetscape and are therefore sensitive to change
or loss, through provision of off-street parking for
example; and
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Design Principles

In order to address the issues highlighted above,
principles for managing change in this area should
focus on sustaining, reinforcing or enhancing those
aspects which maintain and enhance the townscape
of Stamford within its unique landscape setting;
−− Sensitive contemporary design, which is responsive
to historic materials is preferable to low quality
historically referenced designs which produce an
unsympathetic pastiche of historic fabric;
−− Extensions to properties should be responsive to
the scale and massing of the original buildings and
enhance its quality and appearance;
−− Modern development in the character area should
remain low density, to preserve the visual boundary
between suburban areas and the more intensively
developed historic core
−− Extensions to existing buildings and new development
should respect the existing palette of materials,
architectural detailing and scale of adjacent buildings;
−− Driveways employing materials such as gravel, clay
brick or hoggin surfaces are often more sympathetic
to the character of the area than concrete or tarmac
drives; and
−− Surviving historic features should be retained,
particularly timber window frames and doors.

−− Change of use, alterations or extensions to properties
of historical merit which is not in keeping with the
character of the area.

AECOM
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CA 05: West Stamford

The key characteristics of West Stamford are as
follows:

Characteristics

−− Primarily residential land-use, with some educational
buildings;
−− Properties built along main roads with secondary and
tertiary roads forming housing estates which were built
post 80’s up to the current day;
−− Housing is primarily developer led, and development
plots employ a large number of cul-de-sacs;
−− Some mixture of architectural styles between some
estates, but a lot of repetition and little variety of styles
within estates; and
−− Somewhat verdant in character because of grass
verges with tree planting.
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West Stamford Character Area
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Block Structure Orientation and
Rhythm

Road Network
Pedestrian Route

−− The area has a medium-fine grain settlement pattern,
primarily residential in land-use;
−− The area has a number of primary, secondary and local
roads;
−− The orientation of the primary roads is north-south,
reflecting the areas context north of the centre of
Stamford
−− Housing developments are designed around both
looped streets and cul-de-sacs;
−− The rhythm and scale of development is consistent
across the area comprising of two storey dwellings
, evenly spaced with small gardens to the front and
larger gardens to the rear; and
−− There are a few pedestrian ‘green’ routes through
the area, which connect different periods of housing
developments and communities together, and link
housing developments to the countryside.
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View along Sutherland Way

View into Lamberts Estate
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Open Space

Highgrove Gardens
There are very few green spaces within the character
area. Highgrove Gardens contains a small park with
play equipment and a few trees . Another green
space is off Arran Road and is a simple lawn with
no play infrastructure or other planting. They have
a high level of surveillance as a result of dwellings
overlooking the green spaces. Both parks lack visual
interest.

Boundary treatments

Park off Highgrove Gardens

Park off Arran Road

− There is a mix of boundary types throughout the area.
Hedgerows are common with some timber post and
rail fences and low brick walls to some properties; and
−− Some streets have few boundary treatments, where
front gardens are dominated by paved driveways,
which results in less visually interesting, or verdant
streets.

Low brick wall with hedgerows

AECOM

Low wall with hedgerow

Post and rail fence

Low post and rail boundary
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Buildings, architecture,
appearance and detailing

−− The predominant material throughout the area is brick,
but building design and brick finish vary from estate to
estate;
−− There is a great deal of conformity in design, detailing
and materials across estates, which results in a
consistent townscape; and
−− Across the area building heights are two storeys with
pitched / gable roofs and dormers.

Red brick property with distinctive frontage

Red brick property with projecting gable

Properties with projecting gables

Red brick property with typical frontage
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Distinctive buildings with a mixture of period features
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Positive aspects of character

There are a number of positive aspects of character
which should be sustained, reinforced or enhanced.
These relate to:
−− Buildings are typically two storeys in height, and
preserve a human scale and sense of domesticity
across the area; and

−− Street tree planting along some streets contributes to
a verdant character.

Sensitivity to Change

The following issues have been identified which
could be addressed through new development or
active management. These are principally related to:
−− Front gardens contribute to the character of the
streetscape and are therefore sensitive to change
or loss, through provision of off-street parking for
example; and
−− The common scale of existing development is
sensitive to the introduction of taller buildings.

Design Principles

In order to address the issues highlighted above,
principles for managing change in this area should
focus on sustaining, reinforcing or enhancing those
aspects which maintain and enhance the townscape
of Stamford within its unique landscape setting;
−− New development should respect the historic rural
setting of the town;

−− New development should provide permeable and
inclusive street patterns with trees set within road side
verges. Streets layouts should be deigned to provide a
sense of enclosure;
−− Green space integrating opportunities for children’s
play and planting which contributes to the green

Design Guide
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Key Principles
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1

3

The following key principles should be adopted where
appropriate within all new developments:
1. Buildings must be positioned to maximise street
frontage and activity;
2. Buildings must be positioned on sight-lines in
communal spaces and lanes to provide passive
surveillance;
3. Different building types must be located throughout
blocks to create variety in height and massing;
4. Affordable housing should be dispersed throughout
blocks, so that it is integrated with other forms of
tenure;
5. Development should encourage permeability between
estates, existing pedestrian and cycling corridors and
the wider area. Gated developments are therefore
unacceptable;

2

5

6. Parking bays in residential courtyards and other
landscaped areas should be arranged in groups of no
larger than four spaces;
7. Rainwater management through the use of swales and
rain gardens should be used within developments;
8. Building materials and design characteristics which
reflect the local character should be employed; and
9. Stamford First should be consulted regarding future
development, in order to involve the local community.

Aspirational Principle

8

The following is an aspirational principle, which is not as
such necessary, but would improve future adaptability:
−− Within local centres, buildings, including houses
should have taller ground to first floor storeys to
provide greater flexibility for future adaptation;
60
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Design Guide

The guidelines in this section should be applied as a
starting point to all new development, regardless of where
it is in Stamford.

Street Grid Layout

−− Streets must meet the technical highways
requirements as well as be considered as a ‘social
space’ to be used by all, not just motor vehicles. It is
essential that the design of new development should
include streets that incorporate needs of pedestrians,
cyclists and if applicable public transport users;
−− Pedestrian paths should integrate into existing
pedestrian routes and networks;
−− Streets should tend to be linear with gentle
meandering providing interest and evolving views.
Routes should be laid out in a permeable pattern
allowing for multiple connections and choice of
routes, particularly on foot. Any cul-de-sacs should
be relatively short and include wide and overlooked
provision for onward pedestrian links;
−− New developments should form strong frontages on
to existing streets. They should be aligned to existing
buildings. Where set back, replicate to create a feeling
of openness and connection with the landscape by
retaining as much of the existing hedgerows and trees
as possible;
−− Access to properties should be from the street where
possible; and

Barnack Road semi-rural streetscape

Urban streetscape

Church Street demonstrate an intimate street scale

−− Primary secondary and local streets should
differentiate from one another in scale, level of
enclosure, use of materials and landscaping features.

Narrow lane ensure no on street parking along Austin Lane
AECOM

Focal building terminates the street along St Mary’s Place
61

Stamford Character Study and Design Guide

Stamford First

Local Green Spaces

−− Development adjoining public open spaces and
important gaps should enhance the character of
these spaces by either providing a positive interface
(i.e. properties facing onto them to improve natural
surveillance) or a soft landscaped edge;
− Substantial landscape areas should buffer the edge of
the development and prevent development sprawling
into the green space beyond;
−− Trees and woodland should be protected and
celebrated as natural features within new
developments;
−− Any loss of trees or woodland as a result of proposed
development must be replaced;
−− The spacing of development should reflect the
surrounding character of an area and allow for long
distance views of Stamford and the countryside from
the public realm; and

The Meadows, the open landscape creates an open character allowing for the appreciation of distant landmarks

−− Trees and landscaping should be incorporated in all
new design.

Medium scale open spaces provide relief from the built environment
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St. Martin’s cemetery
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Views

−− Views should be protected by controlling development
densities and building heights particularly when in the
sight lines of local landmarks and open countryside;
−− Sloping sites are both a development constraint and
an opportunity. Residential developments particularly
in the north of the area should aim to capitalise on
views towards the town;
−− The channelling of views between buildings allows
for an appreciation of the wider context including the
town and the peripheral landscape. These views also
help aid orientation when in an area and should be
encouraged; and
−− Orientating buildings to face open spaces is a typical
design response in Stamford and should be continued
in future developments.
View west along St. George’s Square with
the steeple of St. Mary’s Church in the
background

View west along Crown Street, where the view opens out to the steeple of
All Saints’ Church in the background

View along the River Welland from footbridge along Albert Road
AECOM

View south along Ironmonger Street
towards St. Michael’s along the High Street
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Access and Gateway Features

−− In the case of any future development, the design
proposals should consider gateway and built elements
which highlight access or arrival to newly developed
sites;
−− Buildings up to two and a half storeys should be used
to increase legibility throughout the scheme and to
create ‘gateway’ features into character areas. They
may also be used where houses front onto landscape
areas where they will increase passive surveillance and
give a sense of enclosure to more open areas;
−− The gateway buildings should reflect local character.
This means larger houses in local materials with an
emphasis on the design of chimneys and fenestration;
and

Bridge connects properties along Park Lane

−− High quality landscape features should be considered
as gateway features.

All Saints’ Church as a focal point from along Castle Dyke Street

Entrance feature to park
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Landmark building rises to four storeys terminating St Peter’s Hill
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Pattern and Layout of Building

−− The housing developments offer an opportunity for a
wide range of housing typologies and tenures which
respond to the housing needs of the community as a
whole. Developments should ensure that they provide
a mixture of accommodation types for residents
appropriate to their stage in life;
−− Densities generally increase towards the local centres
and areas well served by public transport. Densities
should reduce towards the periphery of developments
where they neighbour agricultural fields. This will
ensure diversity within plots and a landscape setting
that reflects the transition from urban to rural;
−− The majority of the housing should be two storey to
reflect the existing residential massing. Where the
new development is adjacent to existing residential
development housing should be to simliar in height
to the existing to avoid any privacy issues, and the
density lower where developments abuts neighbour
agricultural fields;

Buildings set back from Rutland Terrace and contain small gardens

−− Dwelling orientation and positioning of openings
should be located to provide maximum solar gain and
natural daylight penetration through the dwellings;
−− Secure external access should be provided to rear
gardens for cycle and refuse storage .They should be
accessible from the front to avoid clutter of refuse and
recycling on the street; and

Buildings fronting on to open space

−− Gardens should be roughly rectangular in shape receive direct sunlight for some of the day, and be
capable of accommodating activities such as sitting,
play, clothes drying, outdoor storage space and
growing of vegetables.

Narrow pedestrian passageway between buildings
AECOM

Focal building terminates the street proving a setting for All
Saints’ Church
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Building Line and Boundary Treatment

−− Buildings should be generally parallel with the street
with some variation to setbacks to create greener,
more informal streets and spaces;
−− Building frontages should give a picturesque and
varied street-scene. Buildings should be designed to
ensure that streets and/ or public spaces have good
levels of natural surveillance from buildings. This can
be ensured by placing ground floor habitable rooms
and upper floor windows which overlook streets;
−− Projecting gables may be introduced to create interest
and vary elevations;
−− The building line of some terraces should have subtle
variations in the form of recesses and protrusions but
generally form a unified whole;

Stepped building line along High Street St Martin’s

Building terminates St George’s Square

−− Frontages should be of high quality, contemporary
contextual façade which are designed with similar
details, materials and proportions to buildings found in
Stamford;
−− The scale and form of the frontage development
should be compatible with other buildings in the
street scene and should be informed by the general
townscape of this part of Stamford. The units should
retain a residential scale; and
−− Boundary treatments should reinforce the sense
of continuity of the building line and help define
the street, appropriate to the character of the area.
Boundary treatments should not impair natural
surveillance.

Stepping building line along Church Lane

High stone wall to the rear of properties
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Projecting gable

Rubble stone wall with timber post and gates

Stone wall and railing to entrance of Burghley Park
AECOM

Stamford First

Stamford Character Study and Design Guide

Building Height and Roof-line

Creating a good variety in the roof line is a significant
element of designing attractive places. There are certain
elements that serve as guidelines in achieving a good
variety of roofs:
−− Scale of the roof should always be in proportion with
the dimensions of the building itself;
−− Monotonous building elevations should be avoided,
therefore subtle changes in roof-line should be
ensured during the design process;
−− Proposed houses should have a scale matching that of
the typical Georgian town-house found in Stamford;
−− Proposed developments should work within the height
parameters set by adjacent buildings;

Stepped roof line and details along St Peter’s Street

Chimney detail along High Street St. Martin’s

−− For terraces, the scale should be broken up by having
a lower ridge and eaves line at both ends of the block;
and
−− Gabled roofs, feature gables, dormers and single
storey elements create interest and relief to
developments and should be encouraged.

AECOM

Dormer windows of property along St George’s Street

Decorative dormers to commercial property along St. Mary’s Hill

Projecting gables along High Street St Martin’s

Stepped gables
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Public Realm and Streetscape

−− High quality building and surface materials should be
used across the new developments. Care should be
taken when selecting the materials that will be used for
the paved areas;
− Streets should have a balance between hard and soft
landscape treatment and inlude tree planting;
− Front gardens should be incorporated to reinforce
the soft landscape street character;

−− The streets should be designed as a coherent
hierarchy of spaces that will guide the visitor legibly
through the new development. The main routes
through each phase and character area should be
notably wider with landscaped verges and pathways
and where practical cycle paths. These primary
routes will connect to a series of secondary and local
routes. Streets which decrease in width and formality
to shared surfaces and should be designed to be
multifunctional and increase pedestrian dominance
over the area thereby reducing vehicle speeds; and

Change of enclosure along St Peter’s Street

−− Street widths should vary with predominately local
routes with a pathway on one side and/ or shared
surfaces leading to shared drives in areas of single
sided streets fronting onto existing landscapes and
green routes.

Public art creates a focal point within open space

Properties front on to open space

Open space creates a setting for landmark buildings
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Urban greening soften the streetscape
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Materials and Building Details

The materials and architectural detailing used throughout
Stamford are integral to the character of the area and the
local vernacular. It is therefore important that the materials
used in proposed developments are of a high quality and
reinforce local distinctiveness. Any future development
proposals should demonstrate that the palette of
materials has been selected based on an understanding
of the surrounding built environment.
This section includes examples of building material and
detailing that contribute to the character of Stamford
which could be used to inform future development.
−− Buildings should be well proportioned and of sufficient
high quality to provide a modern/contemporary
version of traditional design, considered to strike an
appropriate balance between respecting the historic
character of the area and the general townscape,
whilst providing a development ‘of its time’ which is not
seeking to be a poor pastiche scheme. High quality
proposals which embrace contemporary detailing
within a traditional overall form should be considered
appropriate;
−− The scale of each house type should be articulated
differently, with the scale of the larger houses being
greater, with larger windows matching the larger
proportions of the frontage and the dwelling overall;
−− This is reinforced in the detailing which should be
more ornate on the larger houses incorporating ashlar
stone window architrave and keystone to each of the
principal windows, in contrast with the simple ashlar
head and cill on the smaller houses;
−− Houses should be separated from its neighbour using
ashlar stone quoins and rain water downpipes as a
visual device, creating vertical lines along the party
wall line;

Stamford Character Study and Design Guide

−− Gas/Electric meter boxes should be positioned
discreetly, and not positioned in prominent positions
which detract from the character of the property; and
−− Williamson Cliffe Bricks (although no longer in
production) have been used extensively because
of their compatibility to the local limestone, similar
reproductions from other manufacturers could be
employed.

−− Chimneys;
−− Black rainwater goods;
−− Lead dormers;
−− Stone lintels and cills;

Terraced housing
−− Limestone walling;

−− Red brick, yellow brick walls;
−− Large timber sliding sash windows;
−− Arched lintels above doors;
−− Stone or brick lintels;
−− Black rainwater goods;
−− Metal brackets;
−− Panelled doors;
−− Continuous eaves line through the terrace;
−− Rear access to all properties; and

Varied stepped roof-line

−− Use of passageways between properties may be
considered.

Detached and semi-detached housing
−− Limestone walling;
−− Stone slate roofs;
−− Flat elevations;
−− Strong gable projections to the front elevation to
create interest and focus and a unifying feature;
−− Large sliding sash windows;

AECOM

−− Side opening and fixed casements windows;

Pillar and gate detail
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Gabled dormer and shared chimney to
gable of property

Projecting gables

Variety in material

Terraces incorporate arched lintels
passageways between properties

Stone lintels to doors and windows

Ashlar dressed stone detail to
corners and windows

Bay windows dressed in ashlar stone

Corner detail to building

Door jamb detail

Stone wall detail

Stone wall, timber post and gate
detail

Landscaped courtyard

Open green space

Stone cobbles and kerb detail

Gravel and stone setts detail
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Parking

−− Car parking solutions should be a mix of on street, plot
and garage parking;
−− For family homes cars should be placed at the front
or side of the property. For flats and small pockets of
housing a front or rear court with quality landscaping is
acceptable;
−− Car parking design at all times should be combined
with landscaping to minimise the presence of vehicles;
−− When placing parking at the front, the area should be
designed to minimise visual impact and to blend with
the existing streetscape and materials. The aim is to
keep a sense of enclosure and to break the potential
of a continuous area of car parking in front of the
dwellings by means of walls, hedging, planting and use
of differentiated quality paving materials; and

On street parking along Water Street

Plot parking

−− Parking bays in residential courtyards and other
landscaped areas should be arranged in groups of no
larger than four spaces;

Plot and garage parking

On street parking along St Mary’s Street
AECOM

Plot parking

Garages and parking to courtyard
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Design Considerations

General questions to ask and issues to consider when
presented with a development proposal

Based on established good practice, this section provides
a number of considerations against which design
proposals should be evaluated. The aim is to assess all
proposals objectively but not all the considerations will
apply to every development. The relevant ones, however,
should provide an assessment as to whether the design
proposal has taken into account the context and provided
an adequate design solution. As a first step there are
a number of principles that should be present in the
proposals. The proposals should:
a) Integrate with existing paths, streets, circulation
networks and patterns of activity;
b) Reinforce or enhance the established character of
streets, squares, greens and other spaces;
c) Harmonise and enhance existing settlement in terms
of physical form, architecture and land use;
d) Relate well to local topography and landscape
features, including prominent ridge lines and long
distance views.
e) Reflect, respect and reinforce local architecture and
historic distinctiveness;
f) Retain and incorporate important existing features into
the development;
g) Respect surrounding buildings in terms of scale,
height, form and massing;
h) Adopt contextually appropriate materials and details;
i) Provide adequate open space for the development in
terms of both quantity and quality;
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k) Incorporate necessary services and drainage
infrastructure without causing unacceptable harm to
retained features;
l) Ensure all components e.g. buildings, landscapes,
access routes, parking and open space are well related
to each other;
m) Make sufficient provision for sustainable waste
management (including facilities for kerbside collection,
waste separation and minimisation where appropriate)
without adverse impact on the street scene, the local
landscape or the amenities of neighbours;
n) Positively integrate energy efficient technologies
Following, there are number of questions related to the
design guidelines outlined earlier in the document.
Street Grid and Layout

−− Does it favour accessibility and connectivity over culde-sac models? If not, why?
−− Do the new points of access and street layout have
regard for all users of the development; in particular
pedestrians, cyclists and those with disabilities?
−− What are the essential characteristics of the existing
street pattern; are these reflected in the proposal?
−− How will the new design or extension integrate with the
existing street arrangement?
−− Are the new points of access appropriate in terms of
patterns of movement?
−− Do the points of access conform to the statutory
technical requirements?
Local Green Spaces, Views and Character
−− What are the particular characteristics of this area
which have been taken into account in the design; i.e.
what are the landscape qualities of the area?
−− Does the proposal maintain or enhance any identified
views or views in general?
−− How does the proposal affect the trees on or adjacent
to the site?

−− Has the proposal been considered in its widest
context?
−− Has the impact on the landscape quality of the area
been taken into account?
−− On the edge of Stamford in rural locations, has the
impact of the development on the tranquillity of the
area been fully considered?
−− How does the proposal affect trees on or adjacent to
the site?
−− How does the proposal affect the character of the
area?
−− How does the proposal impact on existing views which
are important to the area and how are these views
incorporated in the design?
−− Can any new views be created?
−− Is there adequate amenity space for the development?
−− Does the new development respect and enhance
existing amenity space?
−− Have opportunities for enhancing existing amenity
spaces been explored?
−− Will any communal amenity space be created? If so,
how this will be used by the new owners and how will it
be managed?
Gateway and Access Features
−− What is the arrival point, how is it designed?
−− Does the proposal maintain or enhance the existing
gaps between settlements?
−− Does the proposal affect or change the setting of a
listed building or listed landscape?
−− Is the landscaping to be hard or soft?
Buildings Layout and Grouping
−− What are the typical groupings of buildings?
−− How have the existing groupings been reflected in the
proposal?
−− Are proposed groups of buildings offering variety and
texture to the townscape?
−− What effect would the proposal have on the
streetscape?
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−− Does the proposal maintain the character of dwelling
clusters stemming from the main road?
−− Does the proposal overlook any adjacent properties or
gardens? How is this mitigated?

Building Line and Boundary Treatment

−− What are the characteristics of the building line?
−− How has the building line been respected in the
proposals?
−− Have the appropriateness of the boundary treatments
been considered in the context of the site?

Building Heights and Roof-line
−− What are the characteristics of the roof-line?
−− Have the proposals paid careful attention to height,
form, massing and scale?
−− If a higher than average building(s) is proposed, what
would be the reason for making the development
higher?
−− Is the side extension set back from the front of the
house?

Building Materials and Surface Treatment
−− What is the distinctive material in the area, if any?
−− Does the proposed material harmonise with the local
material?
−− Does the proposal use high quality materials?
−− Have the details of the windows, doors, eaves and roof
been addressed in the context of the overall design?
−− Do the new proposed materials respect or enhance
the existing area or adversely change its character?
Car Parking Solutions
−− What parking solutions have been considered?
−− Are the car spaces located and arranged in a way that
is not dominant or detrimental to the sense of place?
−− Has planting been considered to soften the presence
of cars?
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−− Does the proposed car parking compromise the
amenity of adjoining properties?

Architectural Details and Contemporary Design
−− If the proposal is within a conservation area, how are
the characteristics reflected in the design?
−− Does the proposal harmonise with the adjacent
properties? This means that it follows the height,
massing and general proportions of adjacent buildings
and how it takes cues from materials and other
physical characteristics.
−− Does the proposal maintain or enhance the existing
landscape features?
−− Has the local architectural character and precedent
been demonstrated in the proposals?
−− If the proposal is a contemporary design, are
the details and materials of a sufficiently high
enough quality and does it relate specifically to the
architectural characteristics and scale of the site?

Sustainability and Eco Design
−− What effect will services have on the scheme as a
whole?
−− Can the effect of services be integrated at the planning
design stage, or mitigated if harmful?
−− Has adequate provision been made for bin storage,
waste separation and relevant recycling facilities?
−− Has the location of the bin storage facilities been
considered relative to the travel distance from the
collection vehicle?
−− Has the impact of the design and location of the bin
storage facilities been considered in the context of the
whole development?
−− Could additional measures, such as landscaping be
used to help integrate the bin storage facilities into the
development?
−− Has any provision been made for the need to enlarge
the bin storage in the future without adversely
affecting the development in other ways?
−− Have all aspects of security been fully considered and
integrated into the design of the building and open

spaces? For standalone elements (e.g. external bin
areas, cycle storage, etc.) materials and treatment
should be of equal quality, durability and appearance
as for the main building.

−− Use of energy saving/efficient technologies should
be encouraged. If such technologies are used (e.g.
solar, panels, green roofs, water harvesting, waste
collection, etc.), these should be integrally designed
to complement the building and not as bolt-ons after
construction.

Household Extensions
−− Does the proposed design respect the character of
the area and the immediate neighbourhood, and does
it have an adverse impact on neighbouring properties
in relation to privacy, overbearing or overshadowing
impact?
−− Is the roof form of the extension appropriate to the
original dwelling (considering angle of pitch)?
−− Do the proposed materials match those of the existing
dwelling?
−− In the case of side extensions, does it retain important
gaps within the street scene and avoid a ‘terracing
effect’?
−− Are there any proposed dormer roof extensions set
within the roof slope?
−− Does the proposed extension respond to the existing
pattern of window and door openings?
−− Is the side extension set back from the front of the
house?
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Development Sites

This section sets out overarching design principles for
the development sites within Stamford, illustrated on
the adjoining plan. New housing should reflect principles
set out in the design guide while also responding to the
positive characteristics found within individual character
areas to create a genuine sense of place and character.
Sites SKLP 257, SKLP 258 and SKLP 240 are collectively
referred to as Stamford North and SKLP 300 and SKLP
318 as Stamford East within the Local Plan.

SKLP 258

SKLP 240

SKLP 257

SKLP 300
SKLP 318

Development sites allocated
Development sites with planning permission
Employment site allocation
Development site outside of NP area
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Residential Allocation within the
Local Plan

The following development principles can be found within
the local plan:
STM1-H1: Stamford North (SKLP257, SKLP258,
SKLP240)
Indicative Unit Numbers: 1,300 Approximate
Density: 30 Dwellings per hectare
The following development principles accompany this
allocation:
a.
A high level masterplan, supported by a detailed
development brief and phasing plan, is required for the
entire site (to include for the land extending into Quarry
Farm, Rutland with an additional capacity of 650 dwellings).
b.
The layout of the development should provide
appropriate transport infrastructure measures to
encourage walking, cycling and use of public transport in
order to maximise opportunities for sustainable modes of
transport.
c.
Safe and convenient highway, footway, cycleway
connections shall be provided throughout the site
connecting it to local schools, community facilities and
into the wider town.
d.
An East-West road to be provided through from
Old Great North Road to Ryhall Road. This should offer
mitigation to the town centre from the traffic generated as
a result of this development.
e.
The development shall accommodate specialist
housing needs through the provision of retirement
housing, extra care or residential care housing.
f.
The development shall make provision for a new
primary school.
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g.
The development shall make provision for
contributions towards the expansion or improvement of
the adjacent secondary school.

d.
Highway, footway, cycleway connections shall be
provided throughout the site which connect the site into
the wider area.

h.
The development shall make provision for a
local centre, to serve the needs of both existing and new
residents to the area. The local centre should include the
provision of appropriate social and community facilities.

e.
To ensure the development achieves good, high
quality design, a design code will be prepared for the site.

i.
The development should positively respond to
green infrastructure opportunities and provide sensitive
landscaping to the northern edge of the site.
j.
Land to the east of the dismantled railway line can
be utilised for the provision of open space and strategic
landscaping only. No development shall take place on this
land.

f.
Any contaminated land should be re-mediated to
recognised standards.
g.
This site is situated within a Minerals
Safeguarding Area. Before considering a planning
application or allocation for this site a Minerals
Assessment will be required.

k.
The development should provide net gains in
biodiversity on site and contribute to wider ecological
networks where possible.
STM1- H2: Stamford East (SKLP300, 318)
Indicative Unit Numbers: 162
Approximate Density: 30 Dwellings per hectare
The following development principles accompany this
allocation:
a.
A comprehensive masterplan is required for the
entire site.
b.
The layout of the development should provide
appropriate transport infrastructure measures to
encourage walking, cycling and use of public transport in
order to maximise opportunities for sustainable modes of
transport.
c.
This site represents a gateway location and
this should be recognised in the design and layout of
development proposals.
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Development Site - 1 (SKLP 257)
Principles

Site boundary

Right of Way

−− Development should provide active frontage along
Little Casterton Road and other primary routes
through the development.

Primary Route

Landscape screen adjacent landscape

‘Green’ route

Landscape screening to existing properties

Pedestrian / cycle route

Primary gateways

Active frontage

Pedestrian / Cycle gateway

−− Properties along the northern boundary should avoid
visual dominance from the surrounding countryside.
Open space between groups of buildings, change in
angle / orientation of properties and a variety in the
heights and materials should be considered;
−− Screening and lower property heights should be
considered along the developments southern
boundary to maintain the privacy of existing
properties;
−− Development should contain open spaces for leisure
and recreation. Play equipment should be provided;
and
−− Create pedestrian links which connect into existing
green spaces into the surrounding countryside.
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Development Site - 2 (SKLP 258)

Right of Way

Principles

Site boundary

−− Development should provide active frontage along
primary routes through the development;

Landscape screen adjacent landscape

Primary Route

Landscape screening to existing properties

‘Green’ route

District centre

Pedestrian / cycle route

Primary gateways

Active frontage

Pedestrian / Cycle gateway

−− Properties along the northern boundary should avoid
visual dominance from the surrounding countryside.
Open space between groups of buildings, change in
angle / orientation of properties and a variety in the
heights and materials should be considered;
−− Create pedestrian links which connect into existing
green ways and the surrounding countryside.
−− Screening and lower property heights should be
considered along the developments southern
boundary where it abounds neighbouring properties,
to maintain privacy of existing residents;
−− Local centre should include public open space for
people to gather. Buildings within the local centre
including houses should have taller ground to first floor
storeys to provide flexibility for future adaptation; and
−− Open spaces for leisure, recreation and children’s play
should be provided within the development.
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Development Site - 3 (SKLP 240)
Principles
−− Development should provide active frontage along
Ryhall Road and other primary routes through the
development.
−− Properties along the northern boundary should avoid
visual dominance from the surrounding countryside.
Open space between groups of buildings, change in
angle / orientation of properties and a variety in the
heights and materials should be considered;
−− Create pedestrian links which connect into existing
green ways and the surrounding countryside.
−− Tree planting and taller buildings should be considered
against the boundary of the retail park to screen
the existing development from the new residential
communities.
−− A landscape corridor along the eastern boundary
as a recreational route and landscape buffer to the
countryside should be considered as part of any new
development; and
−− Open spaces for leisure, recreation and children’s play
should be provided within the development.

Site boundary
Primary Route

Landscape screen adjacent
landscape

‘Green’ route

Landscape screening to
existing properties

Active frontage

Primary gateways

Right of Way

Pedestrian / Cycle gateway
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Development Site - 4 (SKLP 300
and 318)
Principles
−− Development should provide active frontage along
Uffington Road and any primary routes through the
development;
−− Tree planting and taller buildings should be considered
against western and eastern boundaries to screen
existing industrial development from new residential
communities.

Stamford Character Study and Design Guide

Site boundary

Right of way

Primary Route

Bridleway

‘Green’ route

Landscape screen adjacent landscape

Pedestrian / cycle route

Development site with planning permission

Active frontage

Neighbouring Development Site Boundary

−− Create pedestrian links which connect into existing
green ways and other pedestrian routes and the
surrounding countryside; and
−− Open spaces for leisure, recreation and children’s play
should be provided within the development.
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Next Steps

This report aims to identify the key design features
present in Stamford with the intention of influencing
the design of any forthcoming housing developments.
It is recommended that Stamford First should use
this document to embed design policies within the
Neighbourhood Plan. The document should also be
observed by developers in order to understand the design
character of the housing which will be appropriate within
the Town.
In addition to the design guide Stamford First may also
want to consider developing a masterplan for some of
the development sites within Stamford discussed within
this report. This will capture and reflect local opinion of
appropriate housing densities and layouts.
It is important to note that the design details which have
been noted in this report should be carefully interpreted in
order to avoid developments which are a pastiche off the
existing buildings within the town as this would undermine
the Stamford character.
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