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1. Introduction
1.1. Background
1.1.1. South Kesteven District Council is preparing a new single Local Plan for the district. The
Local Plan is a statutory planning document and contains the policies and proposed
locations for sustainable growth and investment across the district for the plan period
2011 to 2036. The Plan includes a spatial vision setting out what South Kesteven will be
like in 2036 and a set of strategic objectives that will help achieve the vision. The Plan
is accompanied by a Policies Map which shows where the spatial policies in the Local
Plan apply.
1.1.2. The Plan was submitted for independent examination on 15th January 2019. On
adoption, the South Kesteven Local Plan will replace the existing adopted
Development Plan Documents: the Core Strategy (July 2010) and Site Allocations and
Policies (April 2014).
1.1.3. When preparing a Local Plan, a local planning authority must carry out a Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA). The requirement to undertake a HRA of development
plans is set out in the Habitats Regulations1. The HRA process requires the sites and
policies in the Local Plan to be assessed against the conservation objectives of
European protected sites (also known as Natura 2000 sites; a European wide ecological
network of protected areas). The conservation of these sites is seen as an important
step in maintaining Europe’s biodiversity. In this report, the term Natura 2000 sites
refers to:




Special Conservation Areas (SACs) for habitats and species designated through
the 1992 Habitats Directive;
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for birds classified by the 1979 Wild Birds
Directive;
Ramsar sites, which are internationally important wetlands areas designated
under the Ramsar Convention

1.1.4. Further details on the requirements of HRA, and the approach to the HRA of the South
Kesteven Local Plan, can be found in the HRA Report for the Submitted Local Plan
(April 2019).
1.1.5. A HRA Report (June 2018)2 was submitted alongside the South Kesteven Local Plan,
comprising of a Stage 1 HRA Screening, which relied on mitigation measures when
screening for likely significant effects on Natura 2000 site. This report concluded that
the policies within the Local Plan were unlikely to have any significant effects on any
Natura 2000 sites and therefore there was no requirement to proceed to Stage 2
Appropriate Assessment. It took into account mitigation measures set out in other
policies in the Local Plan in order to reach this conclusion.

1

Regulation 63 of The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017:
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made
2
See document ref CD3 in the Examination Library
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1.1.6. However, in its response (doc. ref. EX/SKDC/6) to the Inspector’s initial observations
letter (doc. ref. EX/INS/1), the Council committed to undertaking a review of the
submitted HRA work, following careful consideration of the Court of Justice of the
European Union judgement in relation to People Over Wind and Peter Sweetman v
Coillte Teoranta (12 April 2018)3, which ruled that a competent authority cannot rely
on avoidance or reduction measures at the HRA screening stage when considering
whether a plan or project is likely to have a significant adverse effect on a Natura 2000
site.
1.1.7. Consequently, the Council revisited the HRA of the Local Plan and published an
updated HRA Report for the Submitted Local Plan (April 2019)4 comprising of Stage 1
HRA Screening and Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment.
1.1.8. The Local Plan Examination hearings were held between 8th and 30th May 2019. During
the course of the hearing sessions, a number of suggested Main Modifications arose
which, subject to consultation and final consideration by the Inspector, are likely to be
necessary to make the Local Plan as submitted ‘sound’ and legally compliant. At the
invitation of the Council, the Inspector has set out these Main Modifications in a
schedule which is to be published for public consultation for a period of 6 weeks.

1.2. Purpose of this HRA Report
1.2.1. This HRA Addendum sets out an assessment of the Proposed Main Modifications to
the South Kesteven Local Plan and considers their implications for the conclusions
reported in the most recently published HRA Report. The proposed Main Modifications
have been reviewed to consider whether they would result in a likely significant effect
on the achievement of the conservation objectives of the identified Natura 2000 sites,
either alone or in combination.
1.2.2. This report should be read alongside the full HRA Report published in April 2019.

1.3. Summary of the HRA Findings of the Submitted South Kesteven Local Plan
1.3.1. HRA screening of the submitted Local Plan involved a series of steps to remove or
‘screen out’ those elements of the Plan that are not likely to have a significant effect
on a Natura 2000 site, and to ensure other aspects of the Plan are ‘screened in’ where
further appraisal is required. It was based on a precautionary approach as required
under the Habitats Regulations.
1.3.2. The full screening matrices are available to view in Appendix 4 of the HRA Report (April
2019). The HRA Stage 1 Screening concluded that 11 policies were likely or uncertain to
result in significant effects on a Natura 2000 site and were therefore screened in for
Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment.

3
4

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?docid=200970&doclang=EN
See document ref EX/SKDC/23 in the Examination Library
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1.3.3. These potential effects were assessed in more detail through Appropriate Assessment.
The Appropriate Assessment is presented in Section 5 of the full HRA Report, and
concluded that the South Kesteven Local Plan is compliant with the Habitats
Regulations and will not result in likely significant effects on any of the Natura 2000
Sites identified, either alone, or in combination with other plans and projects, provided
the recommendations made in the HRA Report are (where applicable) incorporated
into the Local Plan. Natural England were consulted and confirmed that they agreed
with the HRA Report and its conclusions5.

2. HRA of Proposed Main Modifications to the South Kesteven Local Plan
2.1. Main Modifications
2.1.1. There are 78 proposed Main Modifications in total. The key changes to the Local Plan
can be summarised as follows:













An increase in the full objectively assessed need for housing from 625 new
dwellings per annum in the submitted Local Plan, to 650 dwellings to include a
5-6% uplift for market signals;
Clarity within the plan at Policy SP1 and within the monitoring section that the
housing land supply assessment is predicated on a 20% buffer and the
“Liverpool” approach to recovering past shortfall in housing delivery;
The re-allocation of employment site BO.E2 Land North of Manning Road,
Bourne for residential development (107 dwellings) and linked insertion of
new policy BRN-H1, and modification of Policy BRN.1 in respect of the balance
of the town’s housing requirement to be allocated through a Neighbourhood
Plan;
An extension to the employment allocation at the Grantham Southern
Gateway (policy GR.SE1) to bring forward an additional parcel of land for
employment use. The inclusion of Roseland Business Park, Long Bennington
(site R1) under Policy E1. Moving site DEP.E1 (Peterborough Road, Market
Deeping) from Policy E1 to E2;
An increase in the capacity at the proposed allocation at Prince William of
Gloucester Barracks, Grantham to be delivered within the plan period from
500 to 1775 dwellings, including 175 units within the deliverable supply and an
additional 8ha employment land allocation through a modified Policy GR3- H5;
Increased capacity to proposed housing allocations and the deletion of site
allocations with planning permission;
An amendment to Policy H2 on Affordable Housing to reduce the requirement
to 20% in the urban area of Grantham due to the viability of developments
here and in line with the findings of the Housing Delivery Test Action Plan. The
affordable housing requirement will remain at 30% elsewhere except for the
urban extensions on the edge of Grantham which will be subject to individual
viability appraisal;

5

See letter from Natural England in Matter 1 Hearing Statement ref M1.01 in the Examination
Library
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Insertion of a new policy on the review of the Local Plan to respond to the
latest housing need methodology including any duty to co-operate
considerations as well as future employment land requirements and provision
of sites to meet identified needs for gypsy and traveller accommodation.

2.1.2. Appendix 1 sets out a summary of the proposed Main Modifications for the South
Kesteven Local Plan and an assessment of any implications for the HRA conclusions
previously reported in the HRA Report (April 2019).

3. Findings and Conclusion
3.1.1. This HRA Addendum has assessed the Proposed Main Modifications to the South
Kesteven Local Plan (Appendix 1), to consider whether they affect the HRA conclusions
set out in the main HRA report (April 2019) (EX/SKDC/23).
3.1.2. The majority of the proposed Main Modifications were found to have no implications
for the HRA conclusions. Four of the proposed Main Modifications were subject to
Stage 1 HRA Screening as they introduce either a new policy or a new site in the Local
Plan (Appendix 2):





MM22
MM23
MM51
MM72

3.1.3. The screening concluded that these Main Modifications will not have a likely significant
effect on a Natura 2000 site or sites. They will not affect the HRA conclusions set out in
the April 2019 HRA Report and Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is not required.
3.1.4. Therefore, the conclusions of the HRA for the South Kesteven Local Plan (taking into
account the main modifications) remain the same; that the Local Plan will not result in
likely significant effects on any of the Natura 2000 Sites identified, either alone, or in
combination with other plans and projects. Where impact pathways do exist,
appropriate mitigation measures have been incorporated into the Local Plan policies to
ensure no adverse effects on the site integrity of Natura 2000 sites.

4. Next Steps
4.1.1. This HRA Addendum will be available alongside the Schedule of Proposed Main
Modifications for a six week period of public consultation. Following the end of the
public consultation, the representations will be considered by the Inspector and will, as
appropriate, inform the Inspector’s Final Report.
4.1.2. On publication of the Inspector’s Final Report, if the Local Plan is found to be ‘sound’, it
can be formally adopted by the Council.
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Appendix 1: Assessment of Proposed Main Modifications
Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

MM1

(iv) Summary/Planning
for Population Changes
/p15

Factual update to the supporting text on page 15 to reflect the
amended housing need and housing land supply figures.

General/p18

Include a statement within the Local Plan (added to paragraph 1.2)
and Policies Map:

No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification is to the
supporting text for clarity. Does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification is to the
supporting text for clarity. Does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification is to the
supporting text for clarity. Does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification is to the
supporting text for clarity. Does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –

MM2

‘This Local Plan replaces both the Core Strategy and Site
Allocations & Policies DPD’
MM3

1.South Kesteven Local
Plan 2011-2036/para 1.9
– 1.11/p19

Factual update to the supporting text to reflect the amended
housing need and housing land supply figures.

MM4

1.South Kesteven Local
Plan 2011-2036/p33

Factual update to reflect the amended housing need and housing
land supply figures.

MM5

1.South Kesteven Local

Factual update to reflect the amended housing need and housing
land supply figures.
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

Plan 2011-2036/para
1.60/p36

MM6

Strategic Objectives for
the Local Plan/ Table
after para 1.73/p45

Include additional objective in the table after paragraph 1.73 of the
Local Plan’s strategic objectives as below:
Objective 15 To minimise pollution which affects health and
wellbeing
Include Key Diagram (EX/SKDC/25) (appendix 2) into the Strategic
Objectives for the Local Plan section, under the Strategic Objectives.

MM7

Strategic Objectives for
the Local Plan/p45

MM8

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/ SD1
Presumption in Favour of
Sustainable
Development/p46

Modification to remove Policy SD1 Presumption in Favour of
Sustainable from the Local Plan.

MM9

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/ SD2 The
Principles of Sustainable

Insert an additional bullet point after bullet point e to read:
f. the pollution of air, land, water, noise and light.

Proposed main modification is to the
supporting text for clarity. Does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
The Stage 1 Screening Assessment in the
April 2019 HRA Report ‘screened out’
policy SD1 from further assessment in
Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment as it was
a general policy statement that would not
lead to development itself. Therefore this
modification will not change the
conclusions of the HRA Report.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
7

Main
Modification
Reference

MM10

MM11

Local Plan Reference

Development in South
Kesteven/p47
Spatial Strategy and
Settlement Hierarchy
/Assessing Local Housing
Need/para 2.2 – 2.6/p48
Spatial Strategy and
Settlement Hierarchy
/Policy SP1: Spatial
Strategy/p49

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

Amend supporting text (paragraphs 2.2-2.6) of Policy SP1 for clarity
regarding buffer of the housing supply and to update figures in line
with Objectively Assessed Need.

For clarity regarding buffer of the housing supply and an update of
figures in line with the Objectively Assessed Need.

development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
This proposed main modification modifies
the Local Plan housing requirement from
15,625 to 16,125 dwellings over the plan
period, increasing the annual requirement
from 625 to 650 new dwellings per
annum.
Whilst this increase of 500 dwellings in
the overall quantum of development
proposed has the potential to link to
increased recreational and visitor
pressure within Natura 2000 sites and
changes in water quantity and/or water
quality, these impact pathways were
previously considered in the Stage 2
Appropriate Assessment (April 2019 HRA
Report) which concluded no likely
significant effects, provided the
recommendations made were (where
applicable) incorporated into the Local
8

Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)
Plan. These recommendations have been
actioned through the main modifications
(see MM33, 34 and 38).

MM12

2.Planning Policies for
For clarity regarding which villages policies SP3 and SP4 apply; and
South Kesteven/SP2
the extent of the larger villages.
Settlement Hierarchy/p51

MM13

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/SP3 Infill
Development/p52

Proposed modification to the policy to include reference to Policy
SP2:
In all settlements defined in Policy SP2, infill development, which is
in accordance with all other relevant Local Plan policies, will be
supported that…

This modification does not provide for any
new impact pathways that have not
previously been assessed within the April
2019 HRA Report.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.

Proposed modification to policy to include the following reference,
to be inserted following the criteria:
The Council is preparing a Design SPD to assist with the submission
of applications against the above criteria SP3. This Policy is to be
read in conjunction with the Design SPD, and any development
proposals will be expected to have regard to the Design SPD.
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

MM14

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/ SP4
Development on the edge
of Settlements/p52

Inclusion of additional criteria to clarify what is “substantial support
from the local community” and how it should be sought.

MM15

Meeting Housing Need/
Delivering New Homes/
para 2.16-2.18/p54

Factual update to reflect the amended housing need and housing
land supply figures.

MM16

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/ H1:
Housing Allocations/p56

Factual update and clarification on the removal of allocations and
amendments to site capacities.

No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification is for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Policy H1 Housing Allocations specifies
where housing sites will be located and
the scale of housing proposed.
In the April 2019 HRA, each site allocation
was screened for Likely Significant Effects.
Four of the deleted site allocations were
‘screened out’ at Stage 1 Screening. LVH9 was screened in for further
assessment in Stage 2, however this site
has been deleted because it has planning
permission. These deleted sites do not,
therefore, significantly change the
conclusions of the HRA.
The site capacity has been reduced for
site GR3-H1 and increased for sites GR310

Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)
H5 (formerly GR3-H4), DEP1-H2 (formerly
DEP1-H3, LV-H1 and LV-H3. However all 5
sites were screened out at Stage 1 in the
April 2019 assessment because the effects
are so remote from a Natura 2000 site,
even if combined with other effects, they
would not undermine the conservation
objectives for a Natura 2000 site. The
amendments to the site capacities do not
therefore alter the conclusions of the HRA
that these sites will not have an adverse
effect on the integrity of Natura 2000
sites.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.

MM17

Meeting Housing Need/
H2: Affordable Housing/
p61

Amended in relation to affordable housing provision in the urban
area of Grantham.

MM18

Meeting Housing Need/
H3: Self and Custom Build
Housing/p63

Amended to remove restriction on the provision of custom and selfbuild housing.

MM19

Meeting Housing Needs/
Policy H4: Meeting all
Housing Needs/p64

Amended to provide clarity regarding specialist housing.
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

MM20

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/ H5:
Gypsies and Travellers
/p65

Policy criteria amended to provide clarity regarding Gypsies and
Traveller provision.

MM21

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/H6:
Travelling Showpeople
/p66

Policy criteria amended to provide clarity regarding Travelling
Showpeople.

MM22

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/
Economic Prosperity/p76

Inclusion of an additional site specific employment allocation policy
for GR.SE1.Grantham Southern Gateway.

No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
Requires HRA Stage 1 Screening As a new policy, not previously part of the
Submission Local Plan, this main
modification will require HRA Stage 1
Screening (see Appendix 1 to this report)
to assess whether implementation of the
policy could lead to a likely significant
effect on Natura 2000 sites.

MM23

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/E1:
Strategic Employment
Sites/p76

Amended text for clarity regarding Strategic Employment Sites,
including moving site DEP.SE1 (Peterborough Road, Market
Deeping) from Policy E1 to E2 and inserting Roseland Business Park
(site ref R1) at Long Bennington.

Requires HRA Stage 1 Screening –
As a new site to this policy, not previously
part of the Submission Local Plan, this
main modification will require HRA Stage
1 Screening (see Appendix 1 to this
report) to assess whether implementation
of the policy could lead to a likely
significant effect on Natura 2000 sites.
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

MM24

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/E2:
Employment Allocations
/p78

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

Amended text for clarity regarding employment allocations to
include site DEP.E1 (Peterborough Road, Market Deeping) from
Policy E1, an extension to the employment allocation at the
Grantham Southern gateway (GR.SE1) to bring forward an
additional parcel of land for employment use and to remove site
BO.E2 Land North of Manning Road as an employment allocation
(see also MM51 which allocates the site for residential).

No change to HRA findings –
Site DEP.E1 (Peterborough Road, Market
Deeping)(formerly Site DEP.SE1) was
screened out from further consideration
in the April 2019 Report, as the site has
planning permission and therefore it was
assumed that HRA would have been
undertaken as part of that process.
Site GR.SE1 was also screened out, as
there are no impact pathways between
the site and the qualifying features of the
Natura 2000 sites screened into the HRA
assessment. The allocation of additional
employment will not alter this screening
conclusion.

MM25

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/E3:
Protection of Existing
Employment Sites/p80

Amended text for clarity regarding existing employment sites.

MM26

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/E5: Loss
of Employment Land and

Amended text for clarity regarding loss of employment land and
buildings to non-employment uses.

Site BO.E2 has been deleted from the
policy and will therefore not significantly
change the conclusions of the HRA.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
13

Main
Modification
Reference

MM27

Local Plan Reference

Buildings to NonEmployment Uses/p83
2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/E6 Rural
Economy/p84

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

Amended criteria for clarity regarding the rural economy.

MM28

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/Visitor
Economy/para 2.84/p86

Amended supporting text to recognise the role and importance of
the natural environment in tourism activities.

MM29

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/E8 Visitor
Economy/p86

Amended criteria to recognise the role and importance of the
natural environment in tourism activities.

MM30

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/E7: Other
Employment Proposals
/p86

Amended criteria for clarity regarding other employment proposals.

MM31

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven
/Landscape Character/

New text inserted into supporting text regarding landscape
character.

location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed modification does not change
the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
Maintaining the quality of the natural
environment should have a positive
impact on Natura 2000 sites.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
14

Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

p88
MM32

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/
Biodiversity and
Geodiversity/p90

New text inserted into supporting text regarding biodiversity and
geodiversity.

MM33

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/EN2
Protecting Biodiversity
and Geodiversity/p91

New text inserted into policy wording regarding biodiversity and
geodiversity.

MM34

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/EN2
Protecting Biodiversity
and Geodiversity/p91

New text inserted into policy wording to ensure legal compliance
with the Habitats Regulations.

MM35

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/p91

Insert new sub heading ‘Green Infrastructure’ and new supporting
text.

development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified. The
modification may enhance the
safeguarding of Natura 2000 sites and
therefore the mitigating impact of this
policy has increased with this
modification.
No change to HRA findings –
The mitigating impact of this policy has
increased with this modification. The
proposed modification originates from
the recommendations in the HRA Report
(April 2019) and will strengthen the
mitigation provided by the policy. There
remain no likely significant effects on the
integrity of Natura 2000 sites.
No change to HRA findings –
15

Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

MM36

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/EN3
Green Infrastructure/p91

New text inserted into policy wording to ensure legal compliance
with the Habitats Regulations.

MM37

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/EN4
Pollution Control/p93

New text inserted into policy wording to include additional
provisions relating to pollution control.

MM38

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/Reducing
the Risk of Flooding/p93

New text inserted into supporting text relating to the Water
Framework Directive.

Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
The mitigating impact of this policy has
increased with this modification. This
proposed main modification originates
from the recommendations of the HRA
Report (April 2019) and will have a
positive effect in terms of protecting
Natura 2000 sites from likely significant
adverse impacts.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
The mitigating impact of this policy has
increased with this modification. This
proposed main modification originates
from the recommendations of the HRA
Report (April 2019) and will have a
positive effect in terms of protecting
Natura 2000 sites from likely significant
adverse impacts.
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

MM39

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/EN5
Reducing the Risk of
Flooding/p95

Amended policy wording in relation to flood risk.

MM40

The Built Environment:
Promoting Good Quality
Design/DE1: Promoting
Quality Design/p99

Amended policy wording and additional criteria in relation to the
design of development.

MM41

2.Planning Policies for
South Kesteven/OS1
Open Space/p102

Amended policy wording and additional criteria in relation to open
space provision.

MM42

3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/ Grantham
Residential Allocations
/para 3.18/p116

Amended text for clarification on the removal of allocation GR3- H4:
Land north of Longcliffe Road (Manthorpe) and delivery of GR3:H5
Prince William of Gloucester Barracks.

MM43

3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/
GR3:Grantham
Residential Allocations

Insert an additional development principle after bullet point j of
policy GR3 –H1 as follows:

No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified. The
modification may enhance the
safeguarding of Natura 2000 sites.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed modification reflections
changes to Policy H1 and therefore does
not change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathway identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
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Main
Modification
Reference

MM44

MM45

MM46

MM47

Local Plan Reference

/GR3-H1 Spitalgate Heath
– Garden Village/p117
3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/GR3:
Grantham Residential
Allocations/GR3-H2:
Rectory Farm (Phase 2
North West Quadrant
(SKLP134, 267, 268)/p118
3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/
GR3:Grantham
Residential Allocations
/p120
3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/ GR3-H4
Land North of Longcliffe
Road and Ryedale Close,
Manthorpe Road/p121
3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/ GR3-H5:
Prince William of
Gloucester Barracks
(SKLP316)/p122

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

k. That development should seek to improve biodiversity and
minimise any impact on the Woodnook Valley SSSI.
Amended to include additional criteria regarding a comprehensive
masterplan of the site, and mitigation measures to the Strategic
Road Network.

development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.

Amended to include additional criterion regarding mitigation
measures to the Strategic Road Network.

No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Planning permission has been granted for
this site allocation resulting in the site
being deleted from the plan. No impact
pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed modification reflects MM16.
The site was ‘screened out’ in Stage 1 of
the April 2019 HRA as the nearest Natura
2000 site is greater than 15km and there
are no impact pathways between this site
and the qualifying features of the Natura
2000 sites screened into the assessment.

Removal of site allocation as the site has been granted planning
permission.

A number of amendments to the policy wording, including a
significant increase in number of dwellings and a range of criteria to
ensure that key elements are provided.
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

MM48

Stamford Residential
Allocations/ STM1-H1
Stamford North)
(SKLP257/258/240)/p128

Amendments to the policy wording to strengthen the amended
criteria, and include an additional criterion regarding mitigation
measures to the Strategic Road Network.

MM49

Stamford Residential
Allocations/STM1-H2:
Stamford East
(SKLP300,318)/p129

Amended policy wording to provide clarity that a minerals
assessment will be required as part of any planning application.

MM50

Bourne Housing
Need/BRN1/p134

Amended policy wording to reflect planning application for
residential and amended allocation at Manning Road, Bourne for
107 (see also Main Modification for Policy BRN1-H1).

MM51

Bourne/p134

Insert new policy: BRN1-H1: Manning Road to include site specific
policy.

No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No implications for HRA findings –
proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
Requires HRA Stage 1 Screening As a new policy, not previously part of the
Submission Local Plan, this main
modification will require HRA Stage 1
Screening (see Appendix 1 to this report)
to assess whether implementation of the
policy could lead to a likely significant
effect on a Natura 2000 site or sites.

MM52

The Deepings/DEP1: The
Deepings Residential
Allocations/p141

Remove allocation DEP1-H2; Land East of Linchfield Road - Site has
been granted planning permission.

No change to HRA findings –
Planning permission has been granted for
this site allocation resulting in the site
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

MM53

3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/The
Deepings DEP1-H3:
Linchfield Road/p142

Amend capacity and density of allocation DEP1-H3: Linchfield Road

MM54

3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/Larger
Village Allocations:
Ancaster LV-H1 Wilsford
Lane/p148

Amend capacity and density of allocation LV-H1: Wilsford Lane.

3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/Larger
Village Allocations: LV-H2:
Wilsford Land (South)
Ancaster/p149
3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/Larger
Village Allocations:
Barrowby LV-H3: Low
Road/p157

Amend text to remove the requirement for a Minerals Assessment
prior to allocation for LV-H2: Wilsford Lane.

MM55

MM56

Amendments to policy criteria for transparency and to include an
additional criterion relating to access.

Amend capacity and density of allocation LV-H3: Low Road.
Amendments to policy criteria for transparency and clarity.

being deleted from the plan. No impact
pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed modification reflects MM16.
The site was ‘screened out’ in Stage 1 of
the April 2019 HRA as the nearest Natura
2000 site is greater than 15km and there
are no impact pathways between this site
and the qualifying features of the Natura
2000 sites screened into the assessment.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed modification reflects MM16.
The site was ‘screened out’ in Stage 1 of
the April 2019 HRA as the nearest Natura
2000 site is greater than 15km and there
are no impact pathways between this site
and the qualifying features of the Natura
2000 sites screened into the assessment.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
Np impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed modification reflects MM16.
The site was ‘screened out’ in Stage 1 of
the April 2019 HRA as the nearest Natura
2000 site is greater than 15km and there
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

MM57

3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/Larger
Village Allocations:
Billingborough/p160

Remove allocation LV-H4: Grimers Transport Site - site has been
granted planning permission.

MM58

3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/ Larger
Village Allocations:
Billingborough/para
3.67/p160
3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/ Larger
Village Allocations: LV-H5:
Bourne Road/p166

Delete para 3.67 as allocation has been removed.

3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/ Larger
Village Allocations: LV-H6:
Swinstead Road/Bourne
Road (SKLP4, SKLP320)
Corby Glen/p169
3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/ Larger
Village Allocations: Corby
Glen/para 3.76/p169

Additional wording added so a Minerals Assessment will be required
before considering a planning application, and to clarify that the site
is situated within a Minerals Safeguarding Area and Limestone
Minerals Safeguarding Area.

MM59

MM60

MM61

Proposed modification to remove the requirement for a Minerals
Assessment prior to allocation for LV-H5: Bourne Road and include
additional wording so a Minerals Assessment will be required
before considering a planning application.

Amend wording of paragraph 3.76 for clarification on the removal
of allocation LV-H7: Swinstead Road.

are no impact pathways between this site
and the qualifying features of the Natura
2000 sites screened into the assessment.
No change to HRA findings –
Planning permission has been granted for
this site allocation resulting in the site
being deleted from the plan. No impact
pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Planning permission has been granted for
this site allocation resulting in the site
being deleted from the plan. No impact
pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
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Main
Modification
Reference

MM62

MM63

MM64

MM65

Local Plan Reference

3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/ Larger
Village Allocations: LV-H7:
Swinstead Road
(SKLP280)/p170
Langtoft Residential
Allocation/ Langtoft
Residential Allocation
(LV-H9: Former Gravel
Works, Stowe/p178
3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/ Larger
Village Allocation: South
Witham Residential
Allocation: LV-H13:
Thistleton Lane and Mill
Lane (SKLP43, SKLP123)
/p188

3.South Kesteven’s
Communities/ Larger
Village Allocations: LVH14: Land North of High
Street (SKLP312) South
Witham/p188

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

Remove allocation LV-H7: Swinstead Road (SKLP280) – site has
planning permission.

Remove allocation LV-H9: Former Gravel Works, Stowe – site has
planning permission.

Insert 2 additional development principles after bullet point g of
policy LV-H13:
h. That development should seek to improve biodiversity and
minimise any impact on South Witham Quarry RIGS/cLGS.
i. This site is situated within a Minerals Safeguarding Area and
Limestone Minerals Safeguarding Area. Before considering a
planning application for this site, a Minerals Assessment will be
required.
Insert additional criterion as site identified within a Limestone
Mineral Safeguarding Area;
h. This site is situated within a Minerals Safeguarding Area and
Limestone Minerals Safeguarding Area. Before considering a

location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Planning permission has been granted for
this site allocation resulting in the site
being deleted from the plan. No impact
pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Planning permission has been granted for
this site allocation resulting in the site
being deleted from the plan. No impact
pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.

No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
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Main
Modification
Reference

MM66

MM67

MM68

MM69

MM70

Local Plan Reference

Thurlby: Residential
Allocation/ LV-H15: Part
of Elm Farm Yard
(SKLP16)/p191

4.Infrastructure and
Developer Contributions/
ID1 Infrastructure for
Growth/p196

4.Infrastructure and
Developer Contributions/
ID2: Transport and
Strategic Transport
Infrastructure/p198
4.Infrastructure and
Developer Contributions/
ID3: Broadband and
Communication
Infrastructure/p201
6.Monitoring and
Implementation/
Monitoring Framework

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

planning application for this site, a Minerals Assessment will be
required.
Expand wording at criterion c. as follows:
c. Pedestrian links, such as footway connections into village from
the site should be incorporated in the development proposals. This
should include safe pedestrian connectivity east and west of the
A15 to village facilities.
Insert a new paragraph after the 4th paragraph of policy ID1
Infrastructure for Growth as follows:
Planning permission should only be granted if it can be
demonstrated that there is or will be sufficient infrastructure
capacity provided within an agreed timescale to support and meet
all the requirements arising from the proposed development.
Amend criterion d. of policy ID2 for clarity relating to safety and
movement of traffic.

Amend policy text for clarity

Factual Update to reflect amended housing need and housing land
supply

No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.

No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

/para 5.4/p202
MM71

6.Monitoring and
Implementation/
Residential Completions/
para 5.10-5.13/p203

Amend text for clarity regarding buffer of the housing supply and to
update of figures in line with Objectively Assessed Need.

MM72

5.Monitoring and
Implementation/Review/
p203

Include new Policy (Policy M1) on the review of the Local Plan
including supporting reasoned justification.

MM73

6.Monitoring and
Implementation/
Monitoring
Framework/Figure 41/
p205
Appendix 1 /Glossary
/p208

Update and amend figure 41 Indicative Local Plan Housing
Trajectory with new graph based on the new revised housing land
supply paper (EX/SKDC/40) and further modifications.

Appendix 1 /Glossary
/p209

Insert definition of ‘Major Developments’.

MM74

MM75

Amend Glossary phrase ‘Green Infrastructure’ to clarify green
infrastructure includes ‘green’ and ‘blue’ spaces.

location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification for clarity.
Does not change the overall scale or
location of development proposed in the
Local Plan. No impact pathways identified.
Requires HRA Stage 1 Screening As a new policy, not previously part of the
Submission Local Plan, this main
modification will require HRA Stage 1
Screening (see Appendix 1 to this report)
to assess whether implementation of the
policy could lead to a likely significant
effect on a Natura 2000 site or sites.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Reference

Summary of Proposed Main Modification

Implications for HRA Conclusions

(Please see separate Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications for
full text)

(as set out in HRA Report of the
Submitted Local Plan, April 2019)

MM76

Appendix 1/Glossary
/p209

Insert definition of ‘Specialist Housing’.

MM77

Appendices (new
appendix)

Include Monitoring Framework (EX/SKDC/28) as Appendix 4 of the
Local Plan.

MM78

Appendices (new
appendix)

At Appendix 5 of the Local Plan, include a Schedule of South
Kesteven Core Strategy, Site Allocations and Policies Development
Plan Document, and Local Plan 1995 Saved Policies and the Effect of
the adoption of the South Kesteven Local Plan 2011-2036 the Local
Plan.

Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
No change to HRA findings –
Proposed main modification does not
change the overall scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
No impact pathways identified.
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Appendix 2: Stage 1 Screening Assessment of Proposed Main Modifications
Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Policy

MM22

Policy E1: Grantham
Southern Gateway Strategy
Employment Opportunity

Natura 2000
Site/s Potentially
Affected
n/a

Potential for Likely Significant Effects?

This is a new policy which allocates site GR.SE1:
Grantham Southern Gateway for employment (the
allocation having been deleted from former policy E1
Strategic Employment Sites via MM23), therefore
promoting development, and sets out the criteria for
proposals on the site. The site has been extended from
that proposed in the Submitted version of the Local Plan
(see SKPMC- 3 of Schedule of Proposed Policies Map
Modifications for extended site boundary).

Screening
Category
N6

In the April 2019 HRA report, the site was screened for
LSE and was ‘screened out’ at Stage 1 Screening, due to
distance from the nearest Natura 2000 site and the
presence of no impact pathways between this site and
the qualifying features of the Natura 2000 sites screened
into the assessment.
These reasons remain valid and therefore the extended
site allocation and accompanying criteria based policy
are not likely to have a significant effect on a Natura
2000 site.
MM23

E2: Strategic
Employment Sites

n/a

Roseland Business Park is an existing employment area
currently in use. It does not have a site specific allocation
in the current adopted Local Plan, but is identified in the
Core Strategy, which makes provision for employment

N5
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Policy

Natura 2000
Site/s Potentially
Affected

Potential for Likely Significant Effects?

Screening
Category

development at the Business Park for B1, B2 and B8
purposes.
Main modification MM23 and Policies Map Modification
SKPMC- 4 identify Roseland Business Park as a strategic
employment site and allocate it on the Policies Map.
The nearest Natura 2000 site to Roseland Business Park is
greater than 15km from this site allocation. There are no
impact pathways between this site and the qualifying
features of the Natura 2000 sites screened into the
assessment.

MM51

BRN1-H1: Manning Road,
Bourne

n/a

It is therefore possible to conclude no LSE.
This new policy directly allocates site BRN1-H1 Manning
Road, Bourne for 107 dwellings, therefore promoting
development, and sets out the criteria to guide
development on the site.

N5

The nearest Natura 2000 site is Baston Fen SAC, which is
approximately 4.3 km from this site at its closest point.
The site falls outside the SSSI IRZ for Baston Fen SAC.
Baston Fen is sensitive to changes in water levels and
water quality.
This impact pathway was previously considered in
relation to the overall quantum of residential
development proposed in the Local Plan, in the Stage 2
Appropriate Assessment (April 2019 HRA Report), which
concluded no likely significant effects, provided the
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Main
Modification
Reference

Local Plan Policy

Natura 2000
Site/s Potentially
Affected

Potential for Likely Significant Effects?

Screening
Category

recommendations made were (where applicable)
incorporated into the Local Plan. These
recommendations have been actioned through the main
modifications (see MM33, 34 and 38).
This modification does not provide for any new impact
pathways that have not previously been assessed within
the April 2019 HRA Report.
It is therefore possible to conclude no LSE.
MM72

Policy M1: Review of the
Local Plan

n/a

This new policy commits the Council to undertaking an
early review of the Local Plan commencing in April 2020
and sets out the matters to be addressed.

N1

The policy does not set an overall quantum of
development or directly allocate land for development. It
therefore does not impact on the scale or location of
development proposed in the Local Plan.
On this basis, the policy can be screened out as it will
not have a likely significant effect on a Natura 2000 site
or sites.
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