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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1.

This Landscape Character Assessment has been commissioned by Carlby Parish Council to inform
preparation of the Carlby Neighbourhood Plan. It covers the area of Carlby parish (see below).

Carlby Parish boundary

1.2.

The assessment has been carried out by Elizabeth Bryant (CMLI) of Allen Pyke Associates (APAL), a
consultancy specialising in landscape design and landscape and visual impact assessment with
extensive experience in appraising landscape character, sensitivity and the capacity of land to
accept development.

1.3.

It should be read alongside the Carlby Village Design Statement (2013) which provides further
information on the development, history and townscape of Carlby.
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2.

APPROACH

2.1.

Natural England describes landscape character as what makes an area unique. It is defined as:
‘a distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements, be it natural (soil, landform)
and/or human (for example settlement and development) in the landscape that makes one
landscape different from another.’

2.2.

Landscape Character Assessment is the recognised methodology for describing the landscape and
its defining characteristics at a variety of scales from national through to regional, district and
parish. Guidelines for undertaking such assessments were published by Natural England (formerly
the Countryside Agency) in 2002 and ‘Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and
Scotland’ remains the recognised standard for such studies. Landscape character assessment is
also recognised by national government within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

2.3.

This assessment references previously published higher level character assessments, which have
informed local planning policy, sub-divides the Carlby parish area into a finer grain of
characterisation and identifies landscape assets within the parish.

2.4.

The focus of the assessment is on the experiences and perception of the local residents of their
landscape and surroundings. As well as reviewing the elements that make up the landscape
character - ie the physical nature of the landscape and its land use - the experience of residents
living within the area or driving or walking around it forms part of the evidence gathered.

2.5.

Initially, a desk based assessment of the local area has been undertaken which included a review
of current and historical mapping, development plan designations, public rights of way, planning
policy and existing, published, character assessments.

2.6.

The desk study was followed by a site visit (May 2017) and walking the footpaths and lanes within
the parish to assess the landscape elements (eg landform, vegetation and key views) which
characterise Carlby.
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3.

LOCAL PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

3.1.

The Parish of Carlby is located within the administrative boundary of South Kesteven District
Council. The Core Strategy (2010) contains current planning policy and the Council’s policy relating
to environmental issues including landscape character is set out in Policy EN1 ‘Protection and
Enhancement of the Character of the District’.

3.2.

The preamble to Policy EN1 states that:
‘Landscapes are an important part of Lincolnshire's physical and cultural resource. They
contain innumerable visible traces of human interaction with nature over many millennia.
They contribute to the identity of the County, provide settings for everyday life, attract tourism
and business, and are a source of enjoyment and inspiration. Virtually all landscape, however
unassuming, means something to someone’. The preamble continues ’The District’s
landscape character is not only its topography but is a blend of natural features, biodiversity
and man-made structures. This policy aims to ensure that these resources are conserved and
that the environment is protected and enhanced. It aims to make sure that development
within the District does not compromise the variety and distinctiveness of the existing
biodiversity and wider environment. It is intended to sustain an attractive, diverse, highquality, accessible, thriving and environmentally healthy countryside in South Kesteven.’

3.3.

Policy EN1 states:
‘South Kesteven's Landscape Character Areas are identified on the map [paragraph 4.1.10].
Development must be appropriate to the character and significant natural, historic and
cultural attributes and features of the landscape within which it is situated, and contribute to
its conservation, enhancement or restoration. All development proposals and site allocations
will be assessed in relation to:
1. statutory, national and local designations of landscape features, including natural and
historic assets;
2. local distinctiveness and sense of place;
3. historic character, patterns and attributes of the landscape;
4. the layout and scale of buildings and designed spaces;
5. the quality and character of the built fabric and their settings;
6. the condition of the landscape;
7. biodiversity and ecological networks within the landscape;
8. public access to and community value of the landscape;

2734-RE-01 Carlby Landscape Character Assessment
3

Allen Pyke Associates
9. remoteness and tranquillity;
10. visual intrusion;
11. noise and light pollution;
12. Conservation Area Appraisals and Village Design Statements, where these have been
adopted by the Council;
13. impact on controlled waters; and
14. protection of existing open space (including allotments and public open space, and open
spaces important to the character, setting and separation of built-up areas).
3.4.

The Carlby Village Design Statement (VDS) is also a material planning consideration in the
determination of planning applications within the parish. The VDS sets out guidance on design and
development intended to safeguard the distinctive character and appearance of the village.

2734-RE-01 Carlby Landscape Character Assessment
4

Allen Pyke Associates
4.

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER CONTEXT
National Landscape Character Areas

4.1.

At a national level Natural England has produced a National Character Areas Plan which divides
England into 159 distinct natural areas. The parish of Carlby falls within Natural England character
area Area 75, Kesteven Uplands. This is described as being is ‘a gently rolling, mixed farming
landscape dissected by the rivers Witham and the East and West Glen…. a deeply rural landscape
which has only a very small urban area.’

4.2.

Statements of Environmental Opportunity (SEO) which have relevance to the village of Carlby and
its setting include:


SEO 1: Manage and enhance the agricultural landscape and soils…continuing the long
tradition of mixed farming which has shaped the area, securing viable and sustainable food
production, while seeking to enhance biodiversity and improve water quality and availability;



SEO 3: Manage and expand the native woodlands…to reinforce the area’s wooded character,
benefit biodiversity, increase the potential for biomass, access and recreation, and help to
regulate climate change and water quality; and



SEO 4: Protect, manage and promote the area’s rich historic environment … improving access
and interpretation to enhance people’s understanding and enjoyment of the landscape.

4.3.

Additional Opportunity 1 also has relevance:


Conserve the strong settlement character of the Kesteven Uplands villages and ensure that
new development is sympathetic to this, protecting its tranquil characteristics away from
major urban influences.

4.4.

Key characteristics which aid an understanding of the area are identified as:



Medium-scale, undulating mixed farmland landscape gently rising from the Fens in the east
to the limestone ridge in the west. Large arable fields predominate on the higher ground of
the Kesteven Plateau, with clipped and gappy hedgerows, while heavier land in the river
valleys provides good grazing for cattle and sheep;



Enclosure is generally by hedgerows and more locally by stone walls;

2734-RE-01 Carlby Landscape Character Assessment
5

Allen Pyke Associates


Rivers Witham, East Glen and West Glen dissect the area, their valleys containing species-rich
meadows, grazing marsh and woodlands;



Underlying limestone supports shallow, well-drained calcareous loams…roadside verges
support important wildlife including rare moths, butterflies such as marbled white and dingy
skipper, common lizard and adder;



Significant areas of woodland including semi-natural and ancient woodland, commercial
woodlands and parkland landscapes which, in combination with the topography, frame and
contain views;



Nucleated settlement pattern comprising small traditional villages with few isolated
farmsteads or houses.



Picturesque villages and towns with buildings constructed in the local honey-coloured
limestone, with roofs of the local yellowish Collyweston slate in the south; and



The East Coast Main Line run north–south dissecting the landscape.

Regional Landscape Character Areas
4.5.

The East Midlands Regional Landscape Character Assessment (EMRLCA) was published in 2010 and
the parish falls within Regional Landscape Character Type 10a ‘Forest Hills and Ridges’. The key
characteristics are described as:


Broad, elevated plateaux and ridges with undulating landform;



Till deposits overlie many parts of the Landscape Character Type, obscuring variations in the
underlying bedrock geology and imparting a unity of character linked to the predominance of
slowly permeable clay soils;



Extensive areas of woodland of scenic and nature conservation value, including semi-natural
and ancient woodlands



Woodlands on elevated ground form a backdrop to farmland with predominantly medium
and large arable fields, often with low and well clipped hedges and intermittent hedgerow
trees; and

2734-RE-01 Carlby Landscape Character Assessment
6

Allen Pyke Associates


Sparsely populated with a quiet and tranquil character across central plateaux areas and
ridges with dispersed settlement pattern of distinctive villages, many constructed in local
stone, mainly located in sheltered locations and along valleys.

4.6.

The description matches the setting of Carlby:
‘areas of woodland are generally separated by large fields, mainly in arable use, which tend
to have low hedges and intermittent trees….a harmonious and peaceful rural landscape with
large areas of ancient as well as more recently planted woodlands, enclosing a pattern of
farmland, parkland and estates, and small stone-built villages. Although there are extensive
areas of productive and mainly arable farmland interspersed with numerous farms and small
villages, the landscape retains a remote character in many areas. Where longer distance views
are possible from unwooded and more elevated areas within the undulating landform, a sense
of exposure and openness prevails, with the containing framework of the strong form of the
wooded horizons creating a large scale yet simple rural landscape… Hedgerows and trees are
also important textural elements and link with the woodlands to create green networks
between areas of woodland and a perception that the landscape is even more wooded than
it actually is. At the broader scale, colours and textures are generally simple, particularly
where arable farming occupies much of the undulating landscape contained within large
areas of woodland. At a more local scale, the changing cropping regimes and the trees and
woodlands add textural elements and colours that change with the seasons…The aim should
be to protect the rural character of the landscape and limit the visual impact of any new
development by ensuring new development is appropriate in terms of design and scale.’

District Landscape Character Areas
4.7.

The South Kesteven Landscape Character Assessment (2007) forms part of current planning policy
and is specifically referred to within the Core Strategy environment policies. The assessment
divides the district into seven landscape character areas (LCA) and the parish of Carlby falls within
LCA Kesteven Uplands which shares its name and most of the same geographic area with the
Natural England character area number 75. The relevant characteristics for this area are described
as:


A relatively unified, simple, medium-scale agricultural landscape, with a high proportion of
historic woodland;
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Undulating landform based around the valleys of the Rivers Witham and East and West Glen
and the Welland to the south;

4.8.



Picturesque villages built of local limestone, with collyweston slate roofs to the south;



A dispersed, nucleated settlement pattern, mostly following the river valleys;



Enclosed mostly by hedgerows, with hedgerow trees;



Modern human influences include airfields and the A1, Great North Road.

Landscape sensitivity to new employment, residential or wind energy proposals is assessed as
likely to be Medium to High because of the high proportion of valuable landscape elements and
relatively undisturbed character. Relevant landscape objectives for this character area are:


Protect and improve field boundary condition;



Protect existing hedgerow trees;



Plant new hedgerow trees;



Maintain important grassland areas;



Protect important and distinctive woodland cover;



Maintain traditional village forms;



Use of limestone for new construction in the villages and countryside;



Use of new planting to minimise the visual impact of major roads and industrial buildings; and



Pay special attention to sensitive spaces around the edge of…the villages.

Historic Landscape Characterisation
4.9.

Lincolnshire County Council published the Lincolnshire Historic Landscape Project in 2011. The
study, based on best practice methodology provided by English Heritage, seeks to define the
existing landscape in terms of its historic development and influences. Carlby falls within Historic
Regional Character Area 7 known as The Southern Cliff. Relevant Drivers for Change are identified
as:


Consolidation of historic fields through loss of boundaries;



Neglect of surviving ancient hedgerows;



Change of use from arable farming to pasture;



Loss of traditional woodland species;



New methods of energy production, especially micro-generation facilities on historic buildings;



Further expansion pressure throughout the area from an increased commuter population; and



Growth of existing population requiring affordable housing.
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4.10.

At a more local scale, the Parish falls within Character Zone SCL3 Kesteven Parklands within The
Southern Cliff Character Area. The villages in this zone are generally small, with a nucleated
character, typically possessing a well-preserved historic core. The modern fields, produced
through a process of consolidation in the twentieth century retain much of the rectilinear
character of the underlying planned enclosures. Close to many of the historic settlements there is
a preponderance of surviving ancient enclosures, characterised by small field sizes and irregular
boundaries.
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5.

CARLBY PARISH LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
Introduction

5.1.

This section provides a description of the main attributes of the landscape of the parish of Carlby.
The landscape assets are shown on Figure 1 (see Appendix A).
The Parish

5.2.

The parish of Carlby comprises an agricultural landscape with the village of Carlby located centrally
within in it.

5.3.

The parish lies close to the southern boundary of Lincolnshire approximately five miles north of
the town of Stamford. The main East Coast railway line bisects the parish to the south west. The
village is accessed from the A6121 (Stamford Road).

Settlement
5.4.

The Carlby Village Design Statement (VDS) includes comprehensive background on the settlement,
its history and defining characteristics, which is not repeated here.

5.5.

The village is centred on St Stephens Church, whose tower can be seen from multiple locations
within the village and the surrounding countryside and roads, and the Village Hall. There is also a
village green, bowling green, sports field and play area. The parish has a strong sense of local
community, focussing on the village and in particular the church and village hall.
Heritage assets

5.6.

The Village Design Statement provides detail on the history and heritage assets in the village, which
comprise several buildings and features such as boundary walls, as well as the layout of the village
itself which reflects its historic past. In addition to St Stephens Church, there are several older
buildings which reflect the past, as does the basic street plan, which can be traced back to the
Middle Ages.

5.7.

Whilst it has not to date been thought appropriate to designate the historic heart of the village as
a Conservation Area, there would be merit in recognising and protecting the integrity and
coherence of the historic part of the settlement.
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Hydrology
5.8.

Water courses within the parish are limited to the West Glen River, which crosses the southern
half of the parish, and field drains.
Local Green Spaces

5.9.

There is a small village green adjacent to the village hall.

West Glen River

The village green

Vegetation and Biodiversity
5.10.

There are several areas of deciduous woodland within the parish (see Figure 1). Monks Wood, to
the north of the parish is designated as Ancient Woodland. The other areas of woodland are
predominantly ash, oak and hawthorn, with some understorey.

5.11.

There are no statutory biodiversity designations within the parish, although the verges of the High
Street beyond the parish’s western boundary are designated as Roadside Nature Reserves (RNRs).

5.12.

The trees within St Stephens churchyard are the subject of Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). There
are several other significant trees within the village as well as some mature oaks within the
remnant field boundaries and along the western approach to the village. Tree cover throughout
the village provides a green, mature character.
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Mature oak trees within field boundaries

Well- managed field hedgerows

Monks Wood to the north of the village, which is Ancient Woodland

5.13.

19th century maps show that many field boundaries have been lost; those which remain are for
the most part marked by native hedgerows, which are predominantly hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna), with some stand-alone mature trees.
Topography, Views and Visibility

5.14.

The village is located on raised ground at approximately 45 AOD, with the land falling away to
approximately 20 AOD adjacent to the river to the south, before rising again in the southern
section of the parish. Otherwise, there are gentle undulations across the landscape. The slightly
raised elevation of the village is particularly noticeable when approaching along the High Street
from the west.

5.15.

Due to the topography of the underlying landscape, the views and visibility are of significance and
a key feature when describing the landscape of the Parish. Whilst many of the field boundaries are
comprised of hedgerows and there are some areas of woodland, there are several locations from
which views back towards the village, and in particular St Stephens tower, are possible.

5.16.

This visual connectivity with the surrounding countryside is a significant contributor to the
character of the village. Figure 2 (Appendix A) shows how extensive the areas are from which views
back towards the church tower are possible.
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5.17.

The following photographs illustrate some key views:

Views 1a,b & c: Looking east towards the village along the High Street - approaching the village from the east, the
tower of St Stephens is visible on the horizon.

View 2: Looking north east towards the village from the public footpath to Essendine, the village and church tower
are visible on the horizon

View 3: Looking west towards the village from the public footpath the church tower is intermittently visible on the
horizon
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View 4: Looking south towards the village from Monks Wood

View 5: Looking south towards the village along
Stamford Road

View 6: Looking towards the village across the meadows
to the south of the village

Consultation
5.18.

A survey of villagers in 2006 identified the things about Carlby which they valued, which were:


The village environment (quiet, peaceful, safe, attractive, well looked after, interesting old
stone built houses, beautiful old church); and


5.19.

The village location (rural, proximity to Stamford/Bourne, good transport links).

Respondents to a more recent survey in February 2017 (see Appendix C) identified the following
features as being valued:
Question

% responding ‘Yes’

Do you value open spaces, stone walls, large gardens in the village?

98%

Do you use footpaths around the village?

81%

Do you value the uninterrupted views around the village?

97%

Table 1: Residents’ response to February 2017 questionnaire
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6.

PARISH LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS

6.1.

Drawing on the initial desk study and field assessment, this study has divided the landscape into
three parish scale landscape character areas which display specific landscape characteristics (see
Figure 3 - Appendix A).

Carlby Village
6.2.

Whilst not strictly a landscape character area, an assessment of the character of the village itself
is important for an understanding of the wider parish.

6.3.

Carlby village has a distinct, legible settlement boundary which interfaces with the adjoining
countryside, except for the eastern boundary which abuts Stamford Road. The village has a green
character, deriving from the front gardens, grass verges and tree cover within the lanes and
gardens.

6.4.

Its significant heritage assets are described in the Village Design Statement. More recent
development relates well to the older village core, and the whole has a strong sense of a unified
place, with no ribbon development extending west along the High Street.

The entrance to the village from Stamford Road

Traditional wall with more recent development beyond

Open farmland
6.5.

The majority of the parish is formed of open arable farmland, composed of larger fields produced
through a process of consolidation in the twentieth century. They retain much of the rectilinear
character of the underlying planned enclosures, with hedgerow field boundaries and some areas
of woodland. The sense is of wide skies and long views across the parish, uninterrupted by built
form. Whilst not particularly rare or distinctive in their own right, they do contribute to the
distinctive landscape character of the parish, forming an important function as the setting of the
village and creating a very legible landscape.
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The wide, open landscape forms the setting of the village

Meadows and pastures
6.6.

Surrounding the village are small-scale, intimate pastures and meadows, characterised by small
field sizes and irregular boundaries and the meandering river. These are very attractive,
complementing the scale and character of the village, and making a significant contribution to the
character of the village.

The immediate setting of the village is composed of smaller, irregular pastures and meadows

Landscape sensitivity
6.7.

Using a methodology developed by Allen Pyke Associates based on best practice as set out in the
Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment; Third Edition, 2013 (GLVIA3) published
by the Landscape Institute and IEMA, the sensitivity of the identified Parish Landscape Character
Areas has been determined.

6.8.

Their Sensitivity has been determined by establishing the Susceptibility to Change, which is the
ability of a landscape to accommodate change without undue negative consequences, and the
Value of the landscape. The Character and Condition of the landscape together determine the
Susceptibility to Change of the landscape area – see Appendix C for definitions of the terms used.
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Parish Landscape
Character Area
Carlby Village

Character

Condition

Value

Sensitivity

Good

Susceptibility
to change
High

High

Moderate

High

Open Farmland

High

Good

High

Low

High

Meadows and
pastures

High

Good

High

Moderate

High

Table 2: Summary table of landscape sensitivity
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7.

PARISH LEVEL LANDSCAPE RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1.

This section draws on the findings of the character assessment and feedback from local residents.

7.2.

The conclusion is that the landscape is a valued local resource and that the character of the parish
and its setting are worthy of protection and conservation. Key aspects of the character relate to
the open, unspoilt and rural nature of the parish and the views to and from the village, with the
most significant feature being the church tower and the absence of larger scale built form.

7.3.

The identified Parish Landscape Character Areas are all of high sensitivity and inappropriate
change would have the potential to result in significant adverse effects.

7.4.

There are a number of issues which represent potential threats to maintaining the landscape
character, which can be summarised as follows:


Change of land use – Much of the land is in arable agricultural use and if the nature of farming
changed, this could alter the character of the area – for example through the construction of
large scale agricultural buildings or the removal of hedgerows.



Loss of trees and hedgerows – Lack of management or pressure to remove them for
agricultural reasons could present a potential threat of loss of hedgerows. There is also a
potential threat to trees, specifically those susceptible to disease such as Ash, Oak and Horse
Chestnut, all of which are present within the parish.



Loss of key views – Inappropriate development could introduce detracting elements into
views towards St Stephens Church and the wider countryside.



Loss of distinctive features – Distinctive features such as the capstone walls which are typical
of the village should be protected and reflected in any new development.

7.5.

The recommendations below could inform draft policies in the Neighbourhood Plan which would
enable the retention and enhancement of the village and its setting.
Access to the Countryside

7.6.

Maintain footpaths by ensuring they are easily identified and accessible year round. Efforts should
be made to ensure signs are located at junctions or changes in direction and that, particularly
where footpaths cross fields in production, a clear and accessible route is maintained.

7.7.

Consider the option for new rights of way. Where possible new off road routes should be
introduced for the safety and enjoyment of all users. A review of potential new routes could be
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undertaken by the Parish Council, involving liaison with landowners and adjacent parishes to
review the use of existing tracks and field margins to create new routes.
Residential and Village Environment
7.8.

Any new development should respect the style and scale of the existing properties and village. Any
proposed development, including conversions, extensions and new development, should ensure
that the scale of buildings does not compromise the existing characteristics of the village and that
building materials, including boundary treatments (front / side walls, fences etc) are in keeping
with the prevailing materials in the village.

7.9.

Create a Carlby Area of Townscape Merit (or similar name). Defining and recognising the area in
the village which contains buildings and features of heritage value would not only provide them
with some protection, but also provide a template for any future developments.
The Landscape and Natural Environment

7.10.

Maintain existing hedgerows, trees and woodland and where possible encourage the planting of
new trees and hedgerows. Where appropriate, the Parish Council should encourage enhancements
to the bio-diversity of the area through the retention of existing vegetation and promotion of new
planting, where possible using seeds / cuttings established from local sources. The responsibility
for implementing this will be largely with private landowners. Remaining vegetated field
boundaries should be protected, and new field hedgerows planted wherever possible.

7.11.

Maintain the character, setting and views of the parish. The views to and from the rural,
undeveloped landscape have been identified as intrinsic and special aspects of the area. The
character of the landscape and setting of the village is highly valued. Care should be taken to
maintain the character of the landscape, the setting of the village and the quality and nature of
the views. When reviewing planning applications the Parish Council should consider the
appropriateness or otherwise of any proposals which have the potential to result in unacceptable
change to:


the unspoilt and open nature of the setting of the village and views towards it; and



views towards St Stephens Church, in particular the introduction of any buildings or structures
such as, but not limited to, rooflines, communications masts or floodlights, which would be
visible and change the existing aspect.
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