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Executive Summary
Introduction
The Grantham Transport Study is looking at transport problems in Grantham and how to tackle them.
The aims of the study are:
•
•
•
•

To improve the management of traffic into and through Grantham in both the short term (up to
2011) and the long term (beyond 2011);
To try to tackle the issues associated with congestion in Grantham in the present and the future;
To look at the environmental impacts of existing and future traffic in Grantham, in particular air
quality;
To support the sustainable economic growth of the town and the surrounding area.

This Technical Note describes the problems and issues of transport in Grantham. The study is not
looking in detail but providing guidance on how problems should be approached and how we can
improve transport in the future. The problems were found in a few different ways including visits to
Grantham and meetings with staff at Lincolnshire County Council and South Kesteven District Council.
The structure of this Technical Note is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Section 1 explains what this Technical Note is all about;
Section 2 lays out the transport of Grantham;
Section 3 looks at the way land is used in Grantham and how it will be used in the future;
Section 4 looks at the how traffic travels around Grantham now;
Section 5 describes who we have spoken to, to help find out about problems and issues;
Section 6 looks at the problems and issues and how they relate to the guidance given by local
authorities and central government on how money should be spent;
Section 7 discusses each of the problems & issues that have been found;
Section 8 gives a summary of the next steps to take the study forward.

Summary
This report found that there a many transport problems in Grantham. These are summarised in the
table overleaf.
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Table 1.1: Summary of the Transport Problems and Issues in Grantham
Area

Problems

•
Infra
•
structure •
•
•
•
•
Traffic
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Parking
•
•
•
•
•
Rail
•
•
•
•
•
Buses
•
•
•
•
Pedest •
rians & •
Cyclists
•
•
Safety •
•
•
Environ
•
ment

Date:

Poor links to and from Grantham to the east and west.
Low bridges west of town centre frequently struck by Heavy Goods Vehicles
Lack of alternative east-west road through Grantham, particularly for tall vehicles
Roads restricted by railway lines, River Witham and historic areas of town
Heavy traffic on routes into and within Grantham
Traffic queues connected with the ‘school run’
Bottlenecks at some junctions
Weekend queues
Holiday traffic increases queues
Heavy Goods Vehicles passing through narrow streets and junctions
Traffic predicted to keep increasing
Small number of busy car parks whilst unpopular car parks are underused
Drivers travelling around ‘hunting’ for spaces
Drivers parking in more than one location for a single town centre visit
Queuing traffic from Morrisons car park entry barrier causes blocking of the road
People using the train parking on residential streets
Need for more car parking at train station
Number of trains between Nottingham and Grantham may reduce in the future
Long term future of Nottingham to Skegness train service not guaranteed
Train station is not near the town centre and it is hard to walk to it
No joint bus and train station
Less bus services due to problems with bus companies
Limited evening and Sunday bus services
More money needed from Local Authorities to help bus routes with low numbers of
passengers
Few buses that disabled people can use easily
Buses delayed by traffic queues, particularly along High Street
Poor quality bus station which could be re-developed
Incomplete network of cycle routes within town
Cycle routes and parking in town centre in need of improvement
Lack of pedestrian-only areas in town centre increases safety concerns for
pedestrians
Narrow pavements along High Street
Accidents at many busy junctions in town centre area
Accidents involve pedestrians and cyclists
High Street area has particularly high numbers of accidents along it
Poor air quality along Wharf Road
More traffic will increase the effect on noise, landscape, the town, local habitats for
wildlife and local rivers and streams
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1.0

Introduction

1.1

Background

1.1.1

This Technical Note reports the problems and issues relating to transport in Grantham,
identified as part of the Grantham Transport Study (GTS). The aim of the study is to develop
a Transport Strategy for future implementation in Grantham which will consist of desirable
outcomes and a programme of short and long-term interventions. The aims of the Transport
Strategy are:
•
•
•
•

To provide a framework for the better management of movements into and through
Grantham in both the short-term (up to 2010) and in the long-term (2011 to 2021)
To address the problems associated with existing and future levels of congestion in
Grantham
To address the environmental impacts of existing and future traffic movements in
Grantham, in particular with regard to air quality
To support the sustainable economic growth of the town and its surrounding area

1.1.2

The GTS is overseen by a Joint Officer Group (JOG). The JOG is comprised of officer
representatives from Lincolnshire County Council (LCC) and South Kesteven District Council
(SKDC).

1.2

Methodology

1.2.1

Due to a current programme of improvement works currently underway at key junctions in
Grantham town centre, traffic data collection will not be possible until Autumn 2006. As a
result, the methodology from previous similar studies has been adapted so that progress can
be made until data collection can take place. The study has therefore been split into Phase 1
(approximately September 2005 until February 2006) and Phase 2 (August 2006 until mid
2007).

1.2.2

A significant aspect of Phase 1 is the process of investigating and understanding the existing
transport situation in the study area, and how it will develop in the future. Due to the nature
of the study this has only been done at a ‘strategic’ level and problems have not been
considered in great depth. This process involved a number of different activities, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

1.2.3

Date:

Site visits to Grantham;
Discussions with relevant officers at LCC and SKDC;
Feedback from the Stakeholder Reference Group workshop (see Technical Note 2);
Review of public transport timetables;
Analysis of 2001 census (Travel to Work) data;
Other desktop research.

A Policy Review was also undertaken of all pertinent local, regional and national policy
documents. Policy Objectives were developed as part of this process, which is reported in
Technical Note 1.
23/01/2006
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1.2.4

Traffic data collection within Phase 2 will allow a more detailed investigation of certain issues
which is not possible at this stage. All of the problems reported here will be employed, in
combination with the Policy Objectives, to generate options to be taken forward and
appraised as part of the next stage of the Study.

1.2.5

The structure of this draft Technical Note is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1.3

Section 2 lays out the transport context of Grantham;
Section 3 details existing land use, committed development and land use aspirations;
Section 4 looks at the existing patterns of movement on the network;
Section 5 identifies the consultation undertaken to identify problems and issues;
Section 6 considers the problems and issues related to each Policy Objective;
Section 7 discusses each of the problems & issues that have been identified;
Section 8 gives a summary of the next steps to be undertaken to progress the study.

Study Area

Figure 1.1: Study Area
1.3.1

Date:

The study area shown in Figure 1.1 is the area which the study will primarily address. Where
issues in adjacent areas have a direct effect on transport within the study area, they will also
be considered, but the final strategy produced by the study will focus on the study area.
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2.0

Transport Infrastructure

2.1

Local Context

2.1.1

Grantham is a relatively self-contained market town in southwest Lincolnshire and the largest
town in the South Kesteven district with a population of around 38,000 people. It serves a
large area of rural hinterland and has good north-south communications by road and rail,
though east-west links are less strong. Nearby towns include Sleaford, Newark, and Melton
Mowbray, and the nearest places of significant size are Nottingham, Lincoln, Leicester and
Peterborough.

2.2

Existing Network

2.2.1

Grantham is not directly connected to the UK motorway network but it does lie on the
strategic A1 trunk road, between Newark and Peterborough. The dual carriageway A1,
running north-south, forms a western bypass to the town. As Grantham does not have any
other sections of bypass, a number of main roads pass through the centre of the town, in
particular the A52 and the A607. Grantham’s transport network is shown in Figure 2.1.

Figure 2.1: Grantham Transport Network
2.2.2

Date:

The A52 runs roughly east-west between Nottingham to the west and Boston and Skegness
to the east and carries large volumes of HGVs associated with the food industry in southeast
23/01/2006
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Lincolnshire. The A607 also passes through Grantham between the northeast (Lincoln) and
the southwest (Melton Mowbray). The old A1 road, now the B1174, runs north-south
through the town and forms the High Street in the town centre.
2.2.3

The East Coast Main Line (ECML) runs north-south through Grantham on an embankment
to the west of the town centre. The railway crosses the main roads into the town centre from
the west on a number of bridges of restricted height and the only ‘full-height’ route from the
A1 into central Grantham is from the south along the B1174.

2.2.4

The local road network within Grantham is fairly typical for a market town the size of
Grantham. A number of radial routes forming the historic roads to nearby towns connect in
the town centre. This creates a number of closely spaced busy junctions in the town centre
and a variety of infrastructure provision, particularly for north-south movements. This varies
between the more recently constructed Sankt Augustin Way, a north-south town centre relief
road running parallel to the railway line; the High Street which was formerly the A1; the
residential Harrowby Road; and the constrained Castlegate/Swinegate routes through the
oldest areas of the town.

2.2.5

A particular feature of Grantham is the large extent of residential area to the eastern side of
the River Witham. This is not well connected to the rest of Grantham, with the sole accesses
through two points on the network: the Belton Lane/Manthorpe Road junction and the
Sandon Road/Beacon Lane/Harrowby Road/Stonebridge Road junction. This is a particular
constraint which puts significant pressure on these junctions and the network close to them.

2.3

Committed Highway Schemes

2.3.1

It was originally intended that Sankt Augustin Way would be extended south past the rail
station to connect with the London Road/Bridge End Road junction. This would have
provided a full length town centre relief road and would have relieved the busy Wharf Road
and its junction with London Road. However this scheme has now been dropped due to
opposition from the rail industry.

2.3.2

A number of developer-funded schemes to increase capacity at certain locations on the
network are planned or currently in progress at the following locations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Date:

Harlaxton Road/A1 Slip Road
London Road/Springfield Road
Wharf Road/London Road
Wharf Road/Westgate/Harlaxton Road
Dysart Road
Springfield Road
Brook Street
High Street footways
Market Place pedestrianisation

23/01/2006
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2.3.3

These schemes will improve traffic flow through the town to some extent but it has been
observed that any spare capacity created by such schemes is often quickly taken up by
increased traffic levels.

2.3.4

Despite the failure of recent proposals such as the Station Road extension to form an inner
relief road and the unsuccessful Major Scheme bid for an A52 Southern Bypass, there are
still local aspirations for implementing a large-scale highway scheme to relieve town centre
traffic problems. However, it is recognised that any such scheme faces significant challenges
in planning and economic terms. The transport infrastructure discussed is therefore expected
to remain essentially unchanged through the short and medium terms and any large-scale
intervention will only be possible in the long-term.

2.4

Parking
Town Centre

2.4.1

Parking in Grantham town centre is provided by a mixture of public and private car parks,
shown in Figure 2.2, and a number of on-street spaces with limited stay restrictions.

Sankt
Augustin
Way

London
Rd

Figure 2.2: Car Park Locations

Date:
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2.4.2

The public car parks are all operated by South Kesteven District Council (SKDC) and are a
mixture of short and long stay. The charging levels for the SKDC car parks are shown in
Table 2.2. SKDC have plans to introduce decriminalised parking at some point within the
near future.
Type

Car Parks

Hours

Cost (£)

Short
Stay

Greenwoods Row
Guildhall Street
Watergate
Wharf Road
St Catherine's Road (Sat Only)

Long
Stay

Conduit Lane
Welham Street

0-1
1-2
2-3
3-4
4+
0-1
1-2
2-3
3-4
4+

0.60
1.10
1.60
3.00
5.00
0.50
0.90
1.30
1.80
2.20

Table 2.2: Public Car Parking Charges
2.4.3

The Wharf Road car park is leased from Morrisons, whose customer car park is on the same
site. The Welham Street car park will shortly be converted into a multi-storey car park to
increase capacity, allowing the Watergate car park site to be developed.

2.4.4

Private town centre car parks are owned by ASDA, Morrisons, Lidl and Sainsbury’s. Each of
these are for customers only and have varying arrangements: ASDA charge a £2 fee for a
maximum stay of two hours, refunded when £5 or more is spent in-store; Lidl do not charge
but have a maximum stay of two hours; Morrisons require a ticket gained on entry to be
validated at the checkout in order to pass the car park’s exit barriers.
Rail Station

2.4.5

Grantham railway station frontage is to the east of the railway line towards the town centre
and all station parking is on this side of the railway. The car park, operated by GNER, has a
large amount of parking available and has expanded in the last two years with an additional
200 spaces. Car parking is charged at £5 per day.

2.4.6

Vehicular access to the station is gained along a dedicated station approach road off the
busy Wharf Road/Harlaxton Road junction. There is also a secondary access to certain
areas of the car park along Station Road (off London Road). These two accesses are
connected within the station car park area, but closed by a gate during most of the day to
prevent rat-running through the station car park.

2.5

Rail

2.5.1

Grantham is the only town in Lincolnshire to lie on the inter-city network and is the secondbusiest station in the county. The ECML runs north-south through Grantham with regular

Date:
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GNER and Hull Trains services south to Peterborough and London and north to Doncaster,
Leeds, Hull, York, Newcastle and Scotland. Passengers catching a train in Grantham can be
in London in just over an hour, which makes Grantham attractive for those wishing to access
the capital.
2.5.2

The Nottingham to Skegness line, which passes through Grantham, has recently become a
Community Rail Partnership (the ‘Poacher Line’). Central Trains currently run services on
this line and also between Norwich and Liverpool via Grantham and Nottingham.

2.5.3

The recent completion of the Allington Chord to the northwest of Grantham allows trains
between Skegness and Grantham to avoid crossing ECML tracks, thereby allowing an
increase in mainline service frequency and reliability. It has also enabled a slight increase in
the number of services between Skegness and Nottingham that stop at Grantham, albeit
with an increase in journey times.

2.6

Buses

2.6.1

Bus services in Grantham were traditionally run by Lincolnshire RoadCar (now Stagecoach)
but the operator withdrew in May 2004 due to staffing problems. They were replaced by
Mass Transit (based in South Yorkshire) but the new operator was unable to operate
successfully and withdrew in February 2005. Grantham town services are now run by
Centrebus, based in Leicestershire.

2.6.2

The majority of services within Grantham are daytime town and inter-urban services. The
various town services have generally good coverage of the main residential areas of the
town.

2.6.3

The three main inter-urban bus corridors from Grantham are to Lincoln, which operates halfhourly and is one of Lincolnshire’s branded ‘InterConnect’ services, Melton
Mowbray/Loughborough (hourly) and Bottesford/Nottingham (seven times per day).
Frequencies are very low on other corridors. The service to surrounding villages is very
limited, and there are no evening or Sunday services apart from the Lincoln route.

2.6.4

The bus station is on Wharf Road, close to the southern end of the High Street and
connected to the Isaac Newton Shopping Centre, on land owned by Morrisons and leased by
the District Council. It has 12 stands with a drive-in/reverse-out layout but is currently
underused because of the limited service levels and its poor location. Although reasonably
close to the town centre, it is poorly located for rail/bus interchange being roughly a 7 minute
walk from the rail station. The need for a bus station in Grantham has been questioned and it
occupies a prime development site in the town centre.

2.7

Non-Motorised Users

2.7.1

Grantham has a three mile recreational cycle route along the River Witham and part of the
Denton Cycle Trail passes through the countryside west of Grantham. It has numerous cycle
paths which appear to be frequently used.

Date:
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2.7.2

Walking is a significant mode in Grantham, with many parts of the town within walking
distance of the centre or other destinations. Crossing facilities provided within and close to
the town centre are generally good. Apart from the indoor shopping areas, traffic-free
pedestrian areas in the town centre are very limited. There are proposals in place to
pedestrianise the Market Place through introducing a one-way system on Westgate and to
widen footways along the High Street.

2.7.3

There are three Community Travel Zones covering Grantham which aim to encourage
alternatives to the car by providing cycling measures, pedestrian crossing, footways and
lorry bans. Two of these zones have been completed and the third is due for completion
during 2005/06.

2.8

Community Transport

2.8.1

A dial-a-ride service now serves the town and the surrounding area.

2.9

Travel Plans

2.9.1

School Travel Plans have already been produced and the hospital is likely to produce a
Travel Plan shortly.

Date:
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3.0

Land Use

3.1

Existing Patterns

3.1.1

Grantham is a Sub-Regional Centre within the East Midlands region and plays a key role in
the Lincolnshire economy. Locally it competes with Newark, particularly in terms of trying to
attract business and retail development, and there is some local feeling that Grantham often
loses out in investment terms to its stronger neighbour along the A1.

3.1.2

Retail facilities in Grantham are not generally considered to be of high quality. There are
three large supermarkets in the town centre, two indoor shopping centres and many shops
along streets within the central retail area, principally the High Street, Westgate and Market
Place. There is no large department store in Grantham but the retailer Next has recently
opened a store, which is seen as a big step forward for shopping in the town. On Saturdays
there is a market in Market Place, which is closed to all traffic.

Figure 3.1: Land Use within Grantham
3.1.3

Date:

The main land use within Grantham is shown in Figure 3.1. There are small areas of housing
in the town centre but the largest residential areas are to the east of the centre and to the
north and west. There is a high concentration of educational sites to the east of the town
centre with two schools and the college in close proximity.
23/01/2006
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3.1.4

In terms of jobs in Grantham, the only employers of significant size in the town centre are the
District Council and the various retailers. There is an employment site just to the south of the
town centre. The west side of Grantham contains the main employment areas in the town,
with various industrial premises close to the A1. The hospital is to the northeast of the town
centre and the barracks of the Royal Logistic Corps Territorial Army are just outside
Grantham on the A52 to the southeast.

3.2

Future Development

3.2.1

South Kesteven is one of the 10 fastest growing districts in the region and Grantham has a
housing allocation target of 3,800 homes between 2001 and 2021. In accordance with
Government policy, the majority of this allocation will be met with the development of brownfield sites within the town.

3.2.2

A large area of land known as Poplar Farm has been allocated for residential development to
the northwest of the town centre and this would include the extension of Pennine Way
connecting the A52 Barrowby Road across the Grantham to Nottingham railway line to the
B1174 Gonerby Road. However, as this area is a green-field site it can only be developed
once no more brown-field sites remain, currently estimated to be around 2015.

3.2.3

There is a large mixed-use development proposal in place for the Grantham Canal Basin
area which is to the west of the ECML and comprises former industrial land to the south of
Dysart Road. Some areas of this development site are already in progress and it is hoped
that the development will include an ‘Isaac Newton Science Centre’. It will include the
restoration of the Grantham Canal from the west of the A1 into the Canal Basin area, which
is a priority project for British Waterways.

3.2.4

The aspiration for a southern bypass for the town is currently dormant following the rejection
of funding from Central Government. However it is possible that a development area close to
a potential alignment for the bypass will facilitate the resurrection of the scheme.

3.2.5

The common perception that Grantham trails behind Newark has led to further development
aspirations within the town centre and a masterplanning exercise was carried out in 2002.
This recommended pursuing a development in the town centre that would bring a
department store to the town and greatly improve the image and attractiveness of Grantham.

3.2.6

The area including the bus station and Morrisons supermarket has been considered for
potential development and the relocation of the Post Office sorting office next to the bus
station would increase the extent and attractiveness of such a scheme. This may offer the
chance to improve bus-rail connections if the bus station was relocated.

Date:
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4.0

Movements

4.1

Introduction

4.1.1

This section looks at some of the issues relating to movement within Grantham. This process
has not been completed within Phase 1 due to a lack of data available. However Phase 2 of
the study will allow further consideration of the issues discussed here and a fuller picture of
the demand for movement to be constructed.

4.2

Travel to Work Data

4.2.1

Inspection of the 2001 census indicates that 63% of the people who live in Grantham also
work there, and 29% of these people walk or cycle to work. Table 4.1 shows the overall
modal split for Travel to Work (TTW) data for the Grantham town wards and for wards
immediately adjacent to them. Data for South Kesteven, Lincoln, Boston, Lincolnshire and
the East Midlands region is also shown.

Area
Grantham
town wards
Adjacent
wards
S Kesteven
Lincoln
Boston
Lincolnshire
E Midlands

Train

Bus

Cycle

Walk

Car
Driver

Car
Pass.

Other Work at
Total
Modes Home

1.7%

4.1%

4.9%

16.5%

54.1%

8.2%

3.1%

7.5%

100%

1.5%

4.7%

4.0%

6.6%

63.8%

7.7%

2.8%

8.9%

100%

1.5%

3.0%

4.1%

10.7%

61.7%

6.6%

2.1%

10.2%

100%

0.5%
0.3%
0.8%
1.0%

7.4%
1.8%
3.3%
7.0%

7.1%
10.1%
5.4%
3.3%

16.2%
9.2%
10.9%
10.5%

51.5%
58.7%
60.0%
60.4%

8.1%
8.0%
6.8%
6.9%

2.7%
2.4%
2.2%
1.9%

6.4%
9.5%
10.6%
9.0%

100%
100%
100%
100%

Table 4.1: Travel to Work Data
4.2.2

Overall the TTW data for Grantham is fairly typical for a town of its size within the East
Midlands region. Data for travel by train at 1.7% is higher than the average for the East
Midlands & Lincolnshire and reflects the high levels of service through Grantham. Data for
travel by bus, 4.1% in the urban area and 4.7% for adjacent wards is lower than the for the
East Midlands region as a whole or for Lincoln but is slightly higher than the average across
Lincolnshire.

4.2.3

The number of people who cycle to work in Grantham, 4.9% in the urban area and 3.4% in
adjacent wards, is lower than in Boston, Lincoln or Lincolnshire as a whole but is overall
higher than in the East Midlands region. The number walking, 16.5% in the urban area and
6.6% in adjacent wards, is similar to Lincoln and fairly typical of Lincolnshire and the whole
East Midlands regional average.

Date:
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4.3

Land Use Implications

4.3.1

The land use patterns identified in the previous section show that the town centre is a key
destination for Grantham, accommodating almost all the retail destinations within the town.
Access into and out of the town centre is therefore a key movement and the main demand of
travel each day.

4.3.2

The A1 gives movements in Grantham a particular characteristic since there is a large area
of employment to the west of the town close to the A1 and a large number of movements are
made through the town, between the A52 and residential areas in the east, and the west of
the town. This creates a large cross-town travel demand.

4.3.3

The education areas to the east of the town centre also create significant demand,
particularly in the morning peak period during the ‘school run’. This is emphasised by the
lack of access to this area to the east of Grantham which puts an added pressure on the
network’s ‘pinch points’.

4.4

Pinch Points

4.4.1

In addition to the two junctions serving the east of Grantham, the Grantham highway network
has five key junctions in the town centre. Any trip passing through the town centre area is
likely to be required to pass through at least two of these five junctions, which form the main
‘pinch points’ on the network. These junctions are:
•
•
•
•
•

Premier Court Gyratory
Barrowby Road/Sankt Augustin Way (Asda Roundabout)
Harlaxton Road/Wharf Road/Sankt Augustin Way
Wharf Road/London Road/St Peter’s Hill
London Road/Bridge End Road/Springfield Road

4.4.2

The lack of connections between radial routes outside the town centre in particular means
that there are very few alternative routes which avoid passing through these junctions.

4.5

Flow Levels

4.5.1

Data collection has not been possible within Phase 1 and will be undertaken as part of
Phase 2 of the study. Some data has been collected as part of the LTP Annual Progress
Report (APR) for Lincolnshire and been made available to the study. However the analysis
of flow levels will only be undertaken within Phase 2.
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5.0

Consultation

5.1

Joint Officer Group

5.1.1

Consultation with members of the JOG has been carried out during the problems and issues
process to establish the extent and nature of issues facing Grantham. This has included
discussions with colleagues of JOG members at LCC and SKDC with specific responsibilities
pertinent to the investigations reported here.

5.2

Stakeholder Reference Group Event

5.2.1

A Stakeholder Reference Group (SRG) has been compiled for the study comprising
representatives from a wide range of interested parties such as landowners, public transport
operators, special interest groups, and so on. Consultation with the SRG took place at a
workshop on 14 December 2005 in Grantham, which is reported in Technical Note 2.

5.2.2

The findings from this workshop, in addition to comments provided by stakeholders to the
study process in writing, have been considered by the study team and fed in to the problems
and issues process.

5.3

Public Consultation

5.3.1

Previous consultation has been carried out in Grantham for initiatives such as the CTZ
schemes but the results have been limited.

5.3.2

Full public consultation will be undertaken within Phase 2 of the study. This will be focussed
on the draft strategy emerging from the study process but there will also be room for
refinement of the problems and issues reported here in light of the results from public
consultation.
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6.0

Policy Review

6.1

Introduction

6.1.1

All relevant national, regional and local policy documents were reviewed within Phase 1 of
the study to ensure that the final strategy fits within transport policy at all levels (see
Technical Note 1). The output of this policy review was a list of eight Policy Objectives (PO1
to PO8) and each of these is considered in turn here, in terms of highlighting the problems
and issues relating to transport which prevent the objective from being met.

6.2

PO1: To improve sustainable transport in order to reduce dependence on the private car

6.2.1

This objective is required to address the ongoing traffic growth in Grantham. Bus patronage
is falling and non-motorised modes of transport do not appear to be growing quickly. Without
a change in travel habits and any kind of modal shift, congestion in Grantham will become a
very significant problem.

6.3

PO2: To improve traffic management and reduce congestion in Grantham

6.3.1

Grantham suffers from congestion and disruption is increasing in the town. The length of
delays to traffic is a concern and there is a need to do everything possible to improve the
management of traffic. This is hampered by the constrained nature of the town’s highway
network, which does not provide easy options for network expansion.

6.4

PO3: To improve accessibility for all

6.4.1

For those without access to the use of a private car accessibility is a major issue. Reduced
frequencies of bus service create lower levels of accessibility but the network available for
non-motorised users is also a key factor.

6.5

PO4: To improve safety and security for all transport users

6.5.1

Safety is specifically highlighted in Section 7, below, and security is a particular issue in
certain areas. Without a safe and secure transport network, users will become less inclined
to use it and this will have particular impacts on the town centre environment and non-car
modes of transport.

6.6

PO5: To improve air quality and reduce noise impact

6.6.1

The negative environmental impacts of traffic need to be tackled but rising traffic levels are a
major problem that prevents this being achieved. The Air Quality Management Area on
Wharf Road is a result of the inability to reduce traffic levels at sensitive locations which
mostly stems from the lack of suitable alternative routes for traffic in this area.
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6.7

PO6: To encourage sustainable inward investment in Grantham

6.7.1

Grantham needs a functioning and effective transport network if it is to encourage inward
investment. Issues relating to the connectivity between the town centre and the A1 will affect
this, as will congestion problems.

6.8

PO7: To support the regeneration of Grantham as a Sub-Regional Centre

6.8.1

Grantham town centre is in need of further regeneration if it is to achieve its potential as a
Sub-Regional Centre. Issues regarding pedestrian/vehicle conflict, parking problems,
congestion and lack of public transport interchange each threaten the achievement of that
goal.

6.9

PO8: To protect and enhance the built and natural environment

6.9.1

Grantham has many historic buildings that are threatened by increased traffic levels and the
need to increase capacity on the network. With a lack of suitable alternative routes for traffic
in key locations such as Wharf Road and Brook Street, meeting this objective will become an
increasing challenge.
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7.0

Problems & Issues

7.1

Introduction

7.1.1

This section outlines the problems and issues relating to transport in Grantham and tries to
identify, where appropriate, the causes of these issues. The existing and future situation is
discussed under the following headings:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Infrastructure
Traffic
Parking
Rail
Buses
Non-Motorised Users
Safety
Environment

7.1.2

It is important to note that as the purpose of this study is to produce a Transport Strategy for
Grantham, the analysis here has been undertaken at ‘strategic’ rather than detailed ‘plan’
level.

7.2

Infrastructure
Access to and from Grantham

7.2.1

Grantham has very good connections to the north and south due to its location on the A1
and the ECML, but this tends to emphasise the poorer links to the east and west. For
example, Nottingham (to the west on the A52) is slightly closer than Lincoln (to the north),
but the A1 and A46 dual carriageways make a journey to Lincoln much quicker. East-west
rail connections are also poor when compared with services on the ECML.
Low Bridges

7.2.2

Within Grantham the ECML forms a natural barrier to movements between the west of the
town, including the A1, and the rest of Grantham. A particular problem is caused by the low
bridges across all routes into the town centre from the west, resulting in frequent ‘bridge
bashing’, where tall HGVs unsuccessfully attempt to pass under them.

7.2.3

Network Rail statistics indicate that Grantham has a significant problem with ‘bridge
bashing’. The 4.3m Barrowby Road (A52) railway bridge is the 'Most Frequently Struck
Railway Bridge in Britain', having been struck 151 times in the past decade, including 38
times in 2004. Two other bridges, the 3.9m Springfield Road bridge and the 4.3m Harlaxton
Road (A607) bridge, appear in the top 11 of the list of most-struck bridges nationally.

7.2.4

Whenever a bridge is struck it causes extensive disruption to the rail services as the line
must be closed until an inspection can be carried out and temporary speed limits put in
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place. This causes great disruption to rail services and expense to the rail industry as well as
disruption to the local highway network. The Barrowby Road bridge now has height
monitoring equipment in advance of the bridge, protective pre-bridge beams and remote
monitoring equipment to allow remote inspection of the bridge in the event of a collision.
Even when a potential bridge strike is averted, there is extensive traffic disruption when a
HGV has to reverse back from a bridge it finds it cannot pass under.
Access Within Grantham
7.2.5

When considering movements through Grantham, the disparity between north-south
movements and east-west movements is again apparent. Whilst the A1 forms a western
bypass to the town there is no southern (or northern) bypass to allow east-west traffic on the
A52 and A607 to avoid the town centre and the low bridges. This lack of an alternative route,
particularly a ‘full-height’ route for HGVs, exacerbates the ‘bridge-bashing’ problem and
results in high numbers of HGVs passing through the Grantham urban area.

7.2.6

In addition to the railway lines through the town, movements into and within Grantham are
constrained by the river Witham which runs north-south to the east of the town centre. There
are only four crossing points within the town (one to the north, two in the centre and one to
the south), which puts pressure on these locations in peak periods. The northeast sector of
the town centre is largely made up of older buildings which are tightly packed around narrow
streets and form a constraint to movements through this area.
•
•
•
•

7.3

Poor east-west links to/from Grantham
Low bridges west of town centre frequently struck by HGVs
Lack of alternative east-west route through Grantham, particularly a ‘full-height
avoidance’ route
Road network constrained by railway lines, River Witham and historic areas of town

Traffic
Congestion

7.3.1

Grantham has a fairly constrained highway network which experiences congestion
throughout the day and at weekends. The morning peak period tends to coincide with the
‘school run’ and some roads, particularly those just east of the town centre, reach a standstill
between about 0830 and 0900. The evening peak period is less pronounced, and some
periods during the afternoon can be as congested as the peaks.

7.3.2

The main congestion ‘hot spots’ within Grantham are in two areas, to the north of the town
centre and to the south. To the north, the area including the Barrowby Road/Sankt Augustin
Way roundabout (next to Asda) and the Watergate/Brook Street/North Parade junctions
(Premier Court gyratory) gets particularly congested at peak times. The recent works on the
Premier Court gyratory have eased these problems but not solved them completely.

7.3.3

To the south, the whole of the area around Wharf Road and London Road is often very
congested, particularly the Wharf Road/London Road junction. The proposed scheme to
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extend Sankt Augustin Way south past the railway station to connect with London Road,
forming a town centre relief road, has been dropped, but works are currently underway to
replace the Wharf Road/Sankt Augustin Way/Harlaxton Road roundabout with a signalised
gyratory.
7.3.4

The increasing congestion in Grantham town centre has caused some traffic to divert onto
the residential Harrowby Road and use it as a north-south route avoiding the town centre.
Large queues quickly form along it, particularly in the morning peak period, a problem not
helped by the number of educational sites at its northern end.
Tourism

7.3.5

The extent of retail areas in central Grantham means that the road network at weekends can
become very busy and weekend congestion is worsening. Summer months tend to
exaggerate this with Lincolnshire coastal resorts such as Skegness increasing east-west
traffic through the town.
Heavy Goods Vehicles

7.3.6

The number of large HGVs passing through the centre of Grantham is an issue which affects
safety and congestion. The A52 carries a high number of HGVs and there is no alternative
east-west route for such vehicles to avoid having to pass through Grantham town centre.
Although through traffic is signed to use the Wharf Road/Sankt Augustin Way/Barrowby Way
route through Grantham, significant numbers of HGVs still travel along the High Street. This
is a narrow and busy street with high pedestrian flows, which is not considered suitable for
such vehicles.
Future Traffic

7.3.7

Traffic levels are forecast to continue increasing within Grantham as residential
developments within the town are built and car ownership levels rise. Traffic congestion is
therefore likely to become a more serious problem for the town in the medium to long term
future both in length of delays experienced and the proportion of the day during which
congestion on the network occurs.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Traffic congestion on routes into and within Grantham
Significant congestion connected with the ‘school run’
‘Pinch points’ at key over-capacity junctions
Weekend congestion
Seasonal traffic increases congestion levels
HGVs passing through narrow streets and junctions
Traffic levels forecast to continue increasing

7.4

Parking

7.4.1

Parking in Grantham, as in many UK towns, is a topic of local discussion. The overall town
centre supply of spaces is sufficient to meet the parking demand for the vast majority of the
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time. However, the public perception is that there is insufficient parking within the town
centre. This is mostly due to popular car parks close to the key retail locations being very
busy, such as Greenwoods Row and Watergate. Meanwhile the multi-storey car park on
Wharf Road is often empty on its upper storeys.
7.4.2

There is no real-time car park information system within Grantham, and so drivers wishing to
park in a more popular car park can find themselves required to drive around the town centre
to a less desirable location to secure a parking space. This adds to driver frustration through
a perception of insufficient capacity and increases town centre traffic levels.

7.4.3

The development of the new multi-storey car park on Welham Street will alter the car parking
provision within Grantham, although this may prove to be an unpopular location for many
shoppers. Many drivers in Grantham appear to expect to be able to park in the immediate
vicinity of their destination and this has led to observed issues where visitors to the town
centre park in a particular location for their first destination and then drive to park in another
location for their second destination rather than walking slightly further.

7.4.4

The entry barrier system at the Morrisons car park can cause traffic waiting to enter the car
park to queue back onto Wharf Road. This problem is magnified by traffic being unable to
turn right from Wharf Road into the car park, instead having to proceed to the Wharf Road
roundabout and make a U-turn to access the site.

7.4.5

Parking at the rail station is not currently a problem as there is spare capacity in the station
car park with around 80 to 100 spaces currently unused each day. However, there is an
issue with rail travellers seeking to avoid the daily parking charge who park on nearby
residential streets.

7.4.6

As rail travel continues to grow the parking demand at the railway station is expected to
exceed the available supply. The existing problem with rail travellers parking in residential
streets close to the station will be greatly exacerbated if the car park becomes full each day.
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Small number of busy popular car parks whilst unpopular locations are under-used
Drivers travelling around ‘hunting’ for spaces
Drivers parking in more than one location for a single town centre visit
Queuing traffic from Morrisons car park entry barrier causes blocking
Rail travellers parking on residential streets
Growing parking demand at rail station, possible capacity increases limited
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7.5

Rail

7.5.1

Whilst north-south services through Grantham are very good, east-west services are of a
lower frequency and quality. The Central Trains franchise will be broken up in 2007 and this
threatens the existing pattern of east-west services through Grantham. In particular, services
that currently continue to the northwest (Crewe and Liverpool) are likely to be truncated at
Nottingham.

7.5.2

The Community Rail Partnership operating the Nottingham to Skegness line has the
challenging task of increasing patronage and reducing costs if its long term future is to be
secured.

7.5.3

The rail station suffers from poor accessibility to Grantham itself, being stuck out on its own
to the southeast of the town centre and cut off from the town by an area of low quality
terraced housing and a Builders’ Merchant. Rail passengers arriving at the station are faced
with a 10 minute walk through this area along an unattractive, poorly signed and low quality
route to access the town centre.

7.5.4

The only pedestrian access to areas to the west of the railway is via a low narrow pedestrian
tunnel under the railway just north of the station. This has been recently improved with
additional lighting and refurbishment but is still an unattractive route for pedestrians and
cyclists, particularly after dark.

7.5.5

Public transport interchange between rail and bus is virtually non-existent within Grantham.
Buses terminate at the bus station which is not connected to or signed from the rail station
and there is around a 7 minute walk between them. GNER (Great North Eastern Railway,
the Train Operating Company which operates Grantham station and services on the East
Coast Main Line) have aspirations to introduce rail-bus connections in Grantham, which is
one of the few GNER stations that is not part of the PLUSBUS scheme.
•
•
•
•

Future of existing east-west service patterns is threatened by re-franchising
Uncertain future for Nottingham to Skegness line
Rail station severed from town centre with poor pedestrian access in all directions
Lack of public transport interchange or connection between bus and rail stations

7.6

Buses

7.6.1

The recent changes in operator brought significant disruption to bus services in Grantham
and town service patronage levels fell, although the situation now appears to be more
settled. The current operator of town services is Centrebus, who are operating at lower
service frequencies on some routes than previous operators, and there are no evening or
Sunday services.

7.6.2

Around 85% of services are commercial but the required level of LCC revenue support is
increasing. The use of vehicles compliant with the regulations contained in the Disability and
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Discrimination Act (DDA) is also limited. Daytime services are often impeded by traffic
congestion, particularly in the vicinity of High Street.
7.6.3

Apart from the Lincoln, Melton and Nottingham routes, inter-urban services to and from
Grantham are generally infrequent and there is a very limited service to villages off the main
routes. Most services other than the Lincoln route use older step-entrance buses and several
now require revenue support. There are very few evening services and Sunday services are
limited to the Lincoln route.

7.6.4

The quality of the bus station is generally considered to be poor and the need for a bus
station in Grantham has been questioned. It is a prime development site in the town centre
which provides the opportunity to relocate or remodel the bus station.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Low service frequencies resulting from operator disruption
Limited evening and Sunday service provision
Increasing level of revenue funding required to support services with low patronage
Limited number of services operated with DDA-compliant vehicles
Bus services increasingly delayed by traffic congestion, particularly along High Street
Poor quality bus station under pressure from development aspirations

7.7

Non-Motorised Users

7.7.1

Cycle paths in Grantham generally stop short of the town centre and more work is needed to
complete an already well evolved cycle network. Provisions for cyclists such as cycle
parking could also be improved in the town centre.

7.7.2

Busy roads and the railway line are natural barriers to walking and once in the town centre
there are few vehicle-free pedestrianised areas. Footways within the town centre, particularly
along the High Street, are very narrow and the extent of traffic within the main central retail
area creates a large potential for pedestrian/vehicle conflict.
•
•
•
•
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Incomplete cycle network within town
Cycle provision in town centre in need of improvement
Lack of pedestrian-only areas in town centre increases vehicle/pedestrian conflict
Narrow pedestrian footways along High Street
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7.8

Safety

7.8.1

An outline safety analysis was carried out using accident data for Grantham covering the five
year period up to 25/08/05. A plot of these accidents in the town centre is shown in Figure
7.1. The areas identified as cluster sites with large numbers of accidents are also
highlighted.

Key:
Slight
Serious
Fatal

Figure 7.1: Accident Locations

Junction
Watergate (Premier Court) to High St (St Peters Hill)
Harlaxton Rd/Wharf Rd/Watergate roundabout
London Rd/Wharf Rd/St Peters Hill/St Catherine’s Rd
Harrowby Road/Beacon Lane
North Parade/Barrowby Rd
High St/St Peters Hill/Avenue Rd
London Rd/Bridge End Rd/Springfield Rd
Chapel Brook St/Castlegate

Number of Accidents
Serious/ Involving
Total
Fatal
NMUs
29
20
20
18
18
15
12
7

2
3
3
1
1
1
0
2

9
7
8
8
0
12
1
4

Table 7.1: Accident Sites
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7.8.2

Table 7.1 shows each of the highlighted areas and identifies the number of serious and fatal
accidents at each of these locations, together with the number of accidents that involved
non-motorised users (NMUs), i.e. pedestrians and cyclists.

7.8.3

A detailed accident analysis has not been carried out due to the strategic nature of the study.
However the data considered here will be used within Phase 2 of the study to identify safety
issues in more detail as appropriate.
•
•
•

High accident numbers at many busy junctions in town centre area
High number of pedestrians and cyclists involved in collisions with traffic
High Street area has particularly high numbers of accidents along it

7.9

Environment

7.9.1

A consideration of the transport-related issues affecting the environment in Grantham is
required as part of the problems and issues process. There are a number of aspects to the
environmental impact, the most significant of which are air quality issues within the centre of
Grantham as an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) has been declared along Wharf
Road close to the London Road junction.

7.9.2

Grantham has significant history and heritage with a large number of old buildings. These
are at risk from negative impacts of traffic through the town.

7.9.3

Increasing traffic levels within Grantham will produce a number of negative environmental
impacts. There will be a negative noise impact on sensitive receptors close to main roads
and a negative impact on the landscape and townscape character of the study area, to the
detriment of the town’s historic character and setting. Local habitat and other biodiversity
sites will be affected, along with a negative impact for surface and groundwater quality in
sensitive areas due to a possible increase in serious accidental spillages which particularly
result from the level of HGV activity in the area.
•
•
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Air quality management area along Wharf Road
Negative impacts on noise, landscape/townscape, biodiversity, and water environment
will result from increasing traffic levels
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7.10

Summary

7.10.1

The main problems and issues with transport in Grantham are summarised in Table 7.2
below by mode.

Area

Problems

Infra
structure

Traffic

Parking

Rail

Buses

NMUs

Safety

Environ
ment

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Poor east-west links to/from Grantham
Low bridges west of town centre frequently struck by HGVs
Lack of alternative east-west route through Grantham, particularly a ‘full-height
avoidance’ route
Road network constrained by railway lines, River Witham and historic areas of town
Traffic congestion on routes into and within Grantham
Significant congestion connected with the ‘school run’
‘Pinch points’ at key over-capacity junctions
Weekend congestion
Seasonal traffic increases congestion levels
HGVs passing through narrow streets and junctions
Traffic levels forecast to continue increasing
Small number of busy popular sites whilst unpopular locations are underused
Drivers travelling around ‘hunting’ for spaces
Drivers parking in more than one location for a single town centre visit
Queuing traffic from Morrisons car park entry barrier causes blocking
Rail travellers parking on residential streets
Growing parking demand at rail station, possible capacity increases limited
Future of existing east-west service patterns is threatened by re-franchising
Uncertain future for Nottingham to Skegness line
Rail station severed from town centre with poor pedestrian access in all directions
Lack of public transport interchange or connection between bus and rail stations
Low service frequencies resulting from operator disruption
Limited evening and Sunday service provision
Increasing level of revenue funding required to support services with low patronage
Limited number of services operated with DDA-compliant vehicles
Bus services increasingly delayed by traffic congestion, particularly along High Street
Poor quality bus station under pressure from development aspirations
Incomplete cycle network within town
Cycle provision in town centre in need of improvement
Lack of pedestrian-only areas in town centre increases vehicle/pedestrian conflict
Narrow pedestrian footways along High Street
High accident numbers at many busy junctions in town centre area
High number of pedestrians and cyclists involved in collisions with traffic
High Street area has particularly high numbers of accidents along it
Air quality management area along Wharf Road
Negative impacts on noise, landscape/townscape, biodiversity, and water environment
will result from increasing traffic levels

Table 7.2: Summary of Problems & Issues
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8.0

Way Forward

8.1

Additional Input

8.1.1

The purpose of this Technical Note is to set out the study’s understanding of problems and
issues relating to transport in Grantham both now and in the future. As the study progresses
it is anticipated that additional information will become available and the study’s
understanding will increase. This Technical Note should therefore be viewed as a working
document to be developed by the JOG.

8.2

Next Steps

8.2.1

Options are currently being identified which will address the problems and issues set out in
this note as well as contributing to the Policy Objectives. The problems will also be used as
part of the assessment process for both options and strategy.
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