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SOUTH KESTEVEN LOCAL PLAN: SA/SEA SCOPING REPORT
1

Introduction

1.1

To ensure that the Local Plan does not cause environmental, social or economic problems, it must be subjected, at all stages of its
preparation, to a process known as Sustainability Appraisal [SA]. Sustainability or sustainable development is generally defined as
"development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs".
The purpose of SA is to promote sustainable development through better integration of sustainability considerations into plan
preparation: assessment can highlight problem areas where plans do not contribute to sustainable development and allow changes to
be made. European Directives require an assessment of a plan's impact on the environment to be undertaken: a process known as
Strategic Environmental Assessment [SEA]. Both these processes [SA and SEA] are carried out together as part of the preparation of
planning documents.

1.2

The first stage of producing a new Local Plan is a Scoping Stage: this is necessary to propose and agree the way that the Plan is to be
drawn up and to collect together the necessary information and evidence to produce the Plan. This Scoping stage should also include
establishing the methodology for the SA/SEA Process.

1.3

In order that the effects of the Plan can be predicted and key issues which need addressing can be identified, a thorough understanding
of the context of existing plans and policies and the current baseline situation is required. This SA/SEA Scoping Report for the South
Kesteven Local Plan, sets out the SA/SEA appraisal stages, the baseline information and the plan context.
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The Local Plan
1.4

The South Kesteven Local Plan will provide the planning policy framework for the South Kesteven administrative area.

It will include the strategy for spatial development within the District up to 2036; set out the Council's policies for development
management; and allocate sites for development.
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1.5

The purpose of the Local Plan is to provide a spatial strategy for development across the District and to provide a responsive and
flexible supply of land to meet the housing needs, as well as for other purposes. It is, therefore, both a strategic plan and a site‐specific
document: both aspects will need to be subject to Sustainability Appraisal.

1.6

The Local Plan must also be in general conformity with national policy, as expressed in the National Planning Policy Framework.
Role of Sustainability Appraisal

1.7

The requirement to carry out SA derives from the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended). The requirement to
produce a SEA comes from the European SEA Directive [2001/42/EC]. This Scoping Report incorporates both the requirements of
Sustainability Appraisal [SA] and the Strategic Environmental Assessment [SEA]. Therefore, where reference is made to the "SA” it
refers to the combined process of SA and SEA.

1.8

The methodology for the SA process takes into account the Government's Planning Practice Guidance which provides advice on
Sustainability Appraisals and incorporates requirements set out in Government Guidance on SEA: this suggests that SA should focus on
significant environmental, economic and social impacts and defines how likely significant effects should be determined. The most
relevant of these to the production of a Local Plan are:
• the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of options
• the cumulative nature of these options
• cross‐boundary issues
• risks to human health or the environment
• geographical scale
• value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to: special natural characteristics or cultural heritage; exceeded
environmental quality standards; intensive land use
• effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, community or international protection status
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1.9

The SA process is an integral part of the Plan production process: necessary to ensure that development which occurs within the
District is the most sustainable possible in environmental, social and economic terms: Local Plan production and the SA are not
considered to be separate entities.

2

Sustainability Appraisal
Methodology

2.1

The SA process is prescribed in national Planning Practice Guidance, issued by DCLG [May 2014]. The Stages and tasks covered by this
Scoping Report are set out below:

Table 1: Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope:
Tasks: Setting the context, establishing the Baseline and defining the SA Objectives [Scoping]
A1: Identifying relevant plans and programmes
To establish how the plan is affected by outside factors to suggest ideas for how any constraints can be addressed, and to help identify
environmental protection objectives.
A2: Collecting Baseline information
The purpose of this task is to provide an evidence base for environmental impacts, prediction of what will happen without the plan, as well as
what effects it could have, monitoring and to help in the development of SA Objectives.
A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems
To help focus the SA and streamline the subsequent stages, including Baseline information analysis, setting the SA Objectives, prediction of
effects and monitoring.
A4: Developing the SA Framework
To provide a means by which the environmental performance of the plan or programme, and alternatives, can be assessed.
A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA
To ensure that the SA covers the likely significant environmental effects of the plan and to ensure that the SA process is and will be robust and
suitably comprehensive in order to support production of the plan.
2.2

Tasks A1 to A4 are not intended to be completed in a purely linear process, as they will inform each other. The comments made during
task A5 will inform future stages of the SA Process.
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Stages B to E in the SA process
2.3

Stages B to E in the SA process are set out below. They will be carried out as part of the plan production process. Stage E will lead to
indicators that will be reported on in the Annual Monitoring Report [AMR] as part of the monitoring of the effectiveness of the Local
Plan. More information on when stages B to E will be carried out can be found in Chapter 4: Next Steps.

Table 2: Stages B to E in the SA process:
Stage B: Developing and refining options and assessing effects
B1: Testing the Plan Objectives against the SA Framework
To identify potential synergies or inconsistencies between the Objectives of the Plan and the SA Objectives.
B2: Developing Plan Options
To develop and refine options.
B3: Evaluating the likely effects of the Plan and alternatives
To evaluate the predicted effects of the Plan and alternatives in order to assist in the refinement of the Plan.
B4: Considering ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial effects
to ensure that adverse effects are identified and potential mitigation measures are considered.
B5: Proposing measures to monitor the significant effects of implementing the Plan
To detail the means by which the environmental performance of the Plan can be assessed.
Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report
C1: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report
To present the predicted effects of the Plan, including alternatives, in a form suitable for public consultation and use by decision‐makers.
Stage D: Consulting on the Sustainability Appraisal Report
D1: Public participation on the Sustainability Appraisal Report
To give Consultation Bodies, and members of the public, an opportunity to express their opinions on the findings of the Environmental Report
and to use it as a reference point in commenting on the Plan. To provide information on how the Sustainability Appraisal Report and
consultees' opinions were taken into account in deciding the final format of the Plan to be adopted.
Stage E: Post adoption reporting and monitoring
E1: Preparing and publishing a post‐adoption statement
To set out how environmental considerations have been taken into account in the preparation of the Plan, how results of previous
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consultations have been taken into account and the measures to be taken to monitor the Plan.
E2: Monitoring significant effects of the Plan
To track the environmental effects of the Plan to show whether they are as predicted; to help identify any adverse effects.
E3: Responding to adverse effects
To prepare for appropriate responses where adverse effects are identified.
2.4

Tasks B2, B3 and B4 will inform each other and are not, therefore, intended to be completed in a purely linear process.

2.5

Stage E will help considerations of whether or not to review the plan, and will feed into future Sustainability Appraisal processes for
future plans.

3

The Scoping Process

3.1

This chapter sets out the work completed for tasks A1 to A4 of the Scoping Process outlined in chapter 2.

Stage A:
A1: Identifying relevant plans and programmes
A2: Collecting Baseline information
A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems and establishing the SA Objectives
A4: Developing the SA Framework
A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA
3.2

This task establishes how the Plan is affected by outside factors, suggests ideas for how any constraints can be addressed, and helps
identify environmental protection objectives.

3.3

To produce an effective Local Plan a wide range of plans and programmes, prepared by a wide variety of statutory bodies and other
organisations, need to be taken into account. Many of these plans and programmes will have implications for the District and for the
policies and proposals included within the Plan. These implications need to be identified to ensure that the Plan is either consistent
with existing policies, or allow an opportunity to influence future changes of other plans and programmes. By considering other plans,
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programmes or policies it is possible to identify relationships and understand potential synergies which may be exploited.
Inconsistencies can also be identified, as can particular issues and problems which should be addressed.
3.4

The following table shows the Plans and Programmes which are considered to be of relevance in the preparation of the Local Plan. It is
significantly different from that used in previous Local Plan documents: reflecting changes at national level and removing those plans
and/or programmes which are outdated or less central to the development of the Local Plan.

Table 3: Plans and Programmes reviewed:
Document/Plan/Programme
International
EU Directive 2001/42/EC [the SEA Directive]
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (the
Habitats Directive)
European Union (2009) Conservation of Wild Birds (Birds
Directive) 2009/147/EC
European Union (2000) Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC
The Ramsar Convention on Wetland of International Importance
(1971)
Council of Europe (2000) European Landscape Convention
(Florence Convention)

Council of Europe (1985) The Convention for the Protection of the
Architectural Heritage of Europe (Granada Convention)
Council of Europe (1992) The European Convention for the
Protection of Archaeological Heritage (Valetta Convention)
EU Ambient Air Quality Directive (2008/50/EC) & Directive
2004/107/EC
The Environmental Noise Directive 2002/49/EC

South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015

Key issues for Local Plan
Preparation of SA/SEA report to accompany all Development Plans;
Ensure compliance with requirements of SEA Directive.
Ensure protection of wildlife‐designated areas.
Ensure protection of wildlife‐designated areas.
Develop plan policies to support overall objectives and requirements;
Protect and improve water quality.
There are no Ramsar sites within South Kesteven. Rutland Water, a designated
Ramsar site, is located just outside the District, a short distance from Stamford.
Plans should contain policies aimed at ensuring that development does not
compromise the distinctiveness of the local landscape character;
Landscape character will be assessed using local studies: Landscape Character
Assessment and Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study.
Plan should contain policies to ensure the protection of heritage assets;
Archaeological evaluation of sites prior to allocation.
Plan should contain policies to ensure the protection of heritage assets;
Archaeological evaluation of sites prior to allocation.
Ensure that development does not contribute to increased air pollution.
Avoid siting development and/or allocations in areas where noise standards will be
exceeded.
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Document/Plan/Programme
EU Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC)
EU Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC
EU Floods Directive (2007/60/EC)
Renewable Energy Directive (2009/28/EC)
National
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

Planning Practice Guidance (PPG)
Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (March 2012)
Localism Act 2011
The Wildlife and Countryside Act (as amended) 1981
Countryside and Rights of Way (CroW) Act 2000
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations
2004
Natural Environment White Paper: The Natural Choice, June 2011
Space for People: Targeting Action for Woodland Access (The
Woodland Trust, 2010)
Nature Nearby: Accessible Natural Greenspace Guidance (March
2010), Natural England
The Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature (June, 2011)
Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s Wildlife and Ecosystem
Services (DEFRA, 2011)
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Key issues for Local Plan
No direct policy issues identified.
No direct policy issues identified.
Ensure new development/ allocations do not contribute to increased flood risk;
If areas of flood risk cannot be avoided, ensure it can be made safe
Plans to contain policies supporting production of energy from renewable sources.
Ensure plans are subject to SA at all stages of production;
Ensure policies within plans contribute to sustainable development objectives.
Identify sustainable sites for development which meets identified needs;
Develop policies which support the local economy, both urban and rural;
Develop policies to enhance town centres;
Ensure delivery of appropriate mix of housing types to meet needs of District.
Following guidance will ensure that Plans are in conformity with NPPF.
Develop policies which address the needs of the travelling community.
Provide support for communities wishing to prepare Neighbourhood Plans
Ensure protection of habitats and species.
Ensure protection of habitats and species;
Have regard to public footpaths and rights of way when allocating sites.
The Sustainability Appraisal which accompanies any development document must
comply with the requirements of the Regulations.
Plans should reflect the vision of this document.
Part of green infrastructure network: Data could be used as evidence to support use
of S106 and/or CIL monies to create new accessible woodland.
Part of green infrastructure network:
Protection of ecological networks: designated and of local importance; integrate
green infrastructure into new development; address identified deficiencies.
Ensure policies contribute to objective of no net loss of biodiversity, promotes multi‐
functional development and protects best and most versatile agricultural land.
Reduce emissions from transport sources by locating development in areas which
reduce the need to travel.
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Document/Plan/Programme
UK post 2010 Biodiversity Framework (JNCC & defra, 2012)
Safeguarding Our Soils: A Strategy for England (DEFRA, 2009)
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006
Water for Life, White Paper, (December 2011)
Catchment Based Approach: Improving the Quality of the Water
Environment (Defra, May 2013)
Water Resources Management Plan 2015 [Anglian Water]
The UK Low Carbon Transition Plan: National Strategy for Climate
& Energy
The National Adaptation Programme – Making the Country
Resilient to a Changing Climate (Defra, 2013)

Noise Policy Statement for England, March 2010
Marmot Review (2010) Fair Society, Healthy Lives: A Strategic
Review Of Health Inequalities in England Post 2010.
Department of Health (2010) Healthy Lives, Healthy People,
White Paper, Our Strategy for Public Health in England
Local
NHS Lincolnshire and Lincolnshire County Council Joint Health and
Well Being Strategy for Lincolnshire 2013‐2018, (September
2012).
Lincolnshire Sustainable Services Review: A Blueprint for Future
Health and Care Services in Lincolnshire, Final Draft November
2013
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Key issues for Local Plan
Consider how policies can contribute towards the aims and goals.
Protect agricultural land; Where possible, ensure development occurs on brownfield
land, or remediated contaminated land.
Continue to consult with EA and AW to ensure that development does not threaten
the supply‐demand balance.
Continue to consult with AW to ensure that development does not threaten the
supply‐demand balance.
Continue to consult with AW to ensure that development does not threaten the
supply‐demand balance.
Consider how policies can contribute to aims.
Reflect climate risks and sustainable development in Local Plans; Support
retrofitting, green‐build and design and management of green spaces; Ensure policy
framework supports increase in community resilience; Provision of up‐to‐date Local
Plan; Take flood‐risk and air‐pollution data into account; Work with communities,
EA & other stakeholders to put in place up‐to‐date Local Plans consistent with NPPF,
including policies on tackling climate‐related impacts, such as flooding.
Consider sources of noise pollution and how policies can reduce noise pollution.
Consider how planning policies can contribute to goals of equality and health equity.
Address wider determinants of health [housing, environment & local economy] that
could impact on physical and mental health & so help to reduce health inequalities.
Ensure development meets the needs of the population;
Ensure development meets the needs of specific groups of people: housing for older
people; special care accommodation; affordable housing;
Locate development where it can help people lead healthier lifestyles.
Ensure health and social care provision are taken into account when considering
plans for growth throughout the District;
Consider implications of Phase 2 of the review.
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Document/Plan/Programme
The River Witham Catchment Abstraction Management (CAM),
EA, Feb 2013
The River Welland Catchment Flood Management Plan (CFMP)
River Glen Integrated Catchment Management Study (2014) ‐
LWT & EA & partners
River Basin Management Plans
Anglian River Basin Management Plan [to be updated 2015]

Anglian River Basin District consultation on Draft Flood Risk
Management Plan [October 2014 ‐ January 2015] [Final document
to be published by December 2015]
Lincolnshire Biodiversity Partnership (2011) Lincolnshire
Biodiversity Action Plan 2011 ‐ 2020 (3rd Edition).
Lincolnshire Biodiversity Partnership (2010) Lincolnshire Local
Geodiversity Action Plan
The Historic Landscape Characterisation Project for Lincolnshire
2011
Joint Lincolnshire Flood Risk and Drainage Management Strategy,
2012‐2025

Part IV of The Environment Act 1995
Lincolnshire County Council (2013) 4th Local Transport Plan:
2013/14 – 2022/23
Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership Strategic
Economic Plan, Mar 2014
Lincolnshire Sustainable Community Strategy to 2030 [South
Kesteven section]
Peterborough Sub‐Regional Strategic Housing Market
South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015

Key issues for Local Plan
Continue to consult with EA to development does not threaten the demand‐supply
balance.
To be taken into account when assessing potential development land, to ensure
allocation sites are not located in areas at risk of flooding.
Consider when assessing potential development land, to ensure allocation sites are
not in sensitive locations; Condition data of interest for District baseline.
Follow planning guidance to reduce physical impacts of urban development;
Promote use of SuDS where appropriate; new developments to require water
efficiency standards [linked to Code for Sustainable Homes level 3 and above, and
BREEAM standards].
To be taken into account when assessing potential development land, to ensure
allocation sites are not located in areas at risk of flooding.
Include protection for wildlife sites and species in policies; Ensure known and
potential sites for protected species are taken into account when considering sites
for allocation; Include biodiversity targets where appropriate.
Ensure that known Local Geological Sites are taken into account when considering
sites for allocation.
For reference when assessing the impact of development.
District Council is member of Lincolnshire Flood Risk and Drainage Management
Partnership; Plans to have regard to local and national strategies;
duty to have regard to lead local flood authority scrutiny processes;
plans to have regard to all forms of flood risk;
Have regard to AQMAs when identifying sites for allocation;
Consider how plan can contribute to Transport Plan objectives.
Seeks to promote housing and economic growth throughout the County, specific
reference to the delivery of Grantham Southern Relief Road.
Identify potential sites for allocation which help to support these objectives;
Ensure development does not compromises the overall objectives.
Housing is a key issue: SHMA forms part of the evidence base to inform policies and
Page | ‐ 10 ‐

Document/Plan/Programme
Assessment, July 2014
SKDC District Sports Facilities Assessment
SKDC Landscape Character Assessment
SKDC Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study
SKDC Employment Land Review
Local Plans of neighbouring authorities

Strategic Housing Land Availability
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment

Study of Open Space, Sport & Recreation in South Kesteven (April,
2009)
Green Infrastructure Strategy
Grantham Growth Point Programme of Delivery (POD)

Grantham Water Cycle Study (Stages 1, 2a and 2b)

Detailed Water Cycle Study for District [excluding Grantham]
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Key issues for Local Plan
choice of sites for allocation.
Consider relationship of need with the provision of development sites;
Consider whether sites should be allocated for sports facilities [if an identified need]
Consider assessment guidance to reflect the character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape.
Assessment to be taken into account when considering sites for allocation.
Identify sufficient deliverable and developable land to meet the needs of the
economy for plan period; Protect existing employment sites [where well located].
Consider implications of neighbouring authorities' plans on specific site allocations;
Include issues such as wildlife/biodiversity; landscape character; accessibility /
transport; social infrastructure; flood risk.
Sites assessed as suitable for housing development should be considered as part of
the allocation process.
Ensure potential allocations are not located in areas at risk of flooding;
Ensure that allocated site contribute positively to reducing the impact of surface
water run‐off; Consider suitability of allocations for SuDS.
Incorporate the local standard into policy to ensure new provision;
Identify appropriate open space provision as part of site allocation.
Seek to protect, improve and increase green infrastructure provision as part of new
development.
Make site allocations to support the objectives of the growth point [including
housing development and employment allocations, site protection and relocation
package]; Ensure infrastructure and essential linkages enable the town to fulfil its
role as a sub‐regional centre.
Ensure the necessary infrastructure improvements recommended are incorporated
into plans for development in Grantham; Consider implications of allocations on
existing and proposed improvements to water infrastructure.
Ensure the necessary infrastructure improvements recommended are incorporated
into plans for development in the District; Consider implications of allocations on
existing and proposed improvements to water infrastructure.
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3.5

Further information about the documents reviewed is included in Appendix 1.

Stage A:
A1: Identifying relevant plans and programmes
A2: Collecting Baseline information
A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems and establishing the SA Objectives
A4: Developing the SA Framework
A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA
3.6

This task provides an evidence base for environmental impacts, to allow the Council to predict and monitor the effects of the Plan and
to help in the development of SA Objectives.

3.7

The collation of relevant baseline information enables an overview of the current state of the District's environment, economy and
social well‐being. It allows the identification of things which are good and should be protected as well as those issues which may need
to be addressed through planning policy.

3.8

Information has been collated about the District over a number of years, and this information is reviewed and updated at each stage in
the Plan preparation process. This constant updating allows for the identification of trends and significant changes in the state of the
environment, economy or social structure.

3.9

The following table sets out the baseline information which corresponds with the SEA topics identified in the SEA guidance and the
environmental, social and economic issues on which the SA Objectives are based:

Table 4: Baseline Indicators and sources:
SEA Theme
1, 2

Baseline Indicator
Area of land with wildlife site designation
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Sources
Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
Natural England
www.naturalengland.org.uk
www.jncc.gov.uk
www.glnp.org.uk
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SEA Theme
1, 2

Baseline Indicator
% SSSI in favourable condition

1, 2
3, 13
3, 6, 13
2, 7

Sites designated as Local/National Nature Reserve
Amount of land identified in SHLAA
% new housing on previously developed land [PDL]
Agricultural land

4, 10
4, 10
5
8
11

Extant planning permission for new dwellings in High Risk Flood Areas
% of District at high risk of flooding
Air quality
Amount of waste collected, recycled & to heat recovery
Designated heritage assets

11

Listed buildings at risk

11
11
11
11
13
12
13
13
13
13
13
13
13, 14, 15
13

Scheduled monuments at risk
Conservation Areas
Conservation Area appraisals completed
Registered Parks & Gardens
Number of dwellings
Landscape Character Areas
% new houses in Grantham
% new houses in Stamford
% new houses in Bourne
% new houses in Deepings
% new houses in LSCs
% new houses in rural area
Take‐up of allocated sites: developed or extant permission [sites & capacity]
Gypsy & Traveller pitches [need and provision]
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Sources
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
Natural England
www.naturalengland.org.uk
SKDC Planning Policy: SHLAA
SKDC Monitoring
defra agricultural census
www.gov.uk
SKDC Monitoring
Environment Agency
SKDC Environmental Health
SKDC Monitoring
Heritage Trust of Lincolnshire
English Heritage
SKDC Conservation Officer
English Heritage
SKDC Conservation Officer
English Heritage
SKDC Conservation Officer
SKDC Conservation Officer
English Heritage
ONS Census 2011
SKDC Landscape Character Area Assessment 2007
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
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SEA Theme
13
2
16, 17

Baseline Indicator
Number of affordable homes built annually
Amount of new open space/GI provided as part of development
% people shopping within the District: main food

16, 17

% people shopping outside the District: main food

16, 17

% people shopping within the District: non‐food

16, 17

% people shopping outside the District: non‐food

16, 17

% people visiting leisure / recreation venues within the District

16, 17

% people visiting leisure / recreation venues outside the District

19

% people using internet for shopping

17

Mode of transport for shopping

3

Number of village communities containing: GP; school; regular bus route;
food/local shop
Number of GPs/GP practices [District]
Population [M & F]
Population breakdown [by age]
% population of pension age [60+]
Life expectancy at birth
% people describing health as good & very good
% people describing health as not good
People of working age with 5+ GCSE (NVQ2]
People of working age with 2+ A Levels (NVQ3)
People of working age with degree (NVQ4)
Pupils gaining >5 A*‐C GCSE

3, 19

18
18
15, 16
15, 16
15, 16
15, 16
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Sources
SKDC Partnership Project Officer
SKDC Monitoring
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs
and Town Centre Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs
and Town Centre Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs
and Town Centre Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs
and Town Centre Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs
and Town Centre Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs
and Town Centre Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs
and Town Centre Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs
and Town Centre Study, NLP, March 2010
Parish survey
medical centres/websites
ONS / www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
ONS / www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
ONS / www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
ONS / Census and mid‐term forecasts
ONS / Census Data [2001 & 2011]
ONS / Census Data [2001 & 2011]
ONS / [NOMIS]
ONS / [NOMIS]
ONS / [NOMIS]
ONS ‐ neighbourhood statistics /
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SEA Theme

Baseline Indicator

15, 16
15, 16

Level of employment (F/T, P/T & S/E 16‐74)
NEET [Not in Education, Employment or Training] (16‐18)

15, 16

Level of unemployment [employment claimant rate] % of working age
population
Level of long‐term (+1year) unemployment
Level of youth unemployment
Range of employment opportunities
Means of travel to work by modal split %
Amount of employment floorspace developed by type (m2)
Amount of employment floorspace developed by type on brownfield land(%)
Employment land available by type [ha]
Amount of employment floorspace developed on allocated sites (m2)
Amount of employment land lost (ha)

15, 16
15, 16
15, 16
17
15, 16
6, 15, 16
15, 16
15, 16
15, 16

3.10

Sources
www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
ONS / Census Data [2001 & 2011]
ONS ‐ neighbourhood statistics /
www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
ONS ‐ neighbourhood statistics /
www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
Lincolnshire Research Observatory
Lincolnshire Research Observatory
SKDC Economic Development
ONS / Census Data [2001 and 2011]
SKDC Annual Monitoring Report
SKDC Annual Monitoring Report
SKDC Annual Monitoring Report
SKDC Annual Monitoring Report
SKDC Annual Monitoring Report

Further details are provided in Appendix 2

3.11 Data limitations: much of the data presented is either collected by external bodies or collected in partnership between them and the
District Council. Therefore, the Council has limited control over the temporal and spatial scope of the data collected and whether data
collection methods may change in the future. This may limit the Council's ability to make reliable comparisons and may also result in some
gaps as not all information is available at the local level for recent time periods.
Stage A:
A1: Identifying relevant plans and programmes
A2: Collecting Baseline information
A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems and establishing the SA Objectives
A4: Developing the SA Framework
A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA
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3.12

This task helps to focus the SA and streamline the subsequent stages, including baseline information analysis, setting the SA Objectives,
prediction of effects and monitoring.

3.13

The sustainability issues so far identified are derived from a combination of the review of relevant plans, policies and programmes and
the baseline data. These issues are listed in the table below, in no particular order of priority and numbered for reference purposes
only. They may be amended or expanded in the light of any consultation responses received.
Key Issues arising from the NPPF, other Plans and Programmes and the Baseline data.
• Ensure that development does not contribute to increased air pollution (particularly within AQMAs)
• Have regard to AQMAs when allocating sites for development
• Protect and enhance the natural environment, biodiversity and local landscape character
• Consider the impact of new development on the natural environment, biodiversity and local landscape character
• Prioritise the re‐use of sustainably located Brownfield land
• Reflect climate change risks and sustainable development in Local Plans
• Avoid development in areas of high flood risk
• Consider the sources of noise pollution and how planning policies can reduce noise pollution.
• Protect existing rights of way
• Avoid development on best and most versatile agricultural land
• Promote energy efficiency through design of new development
• Preserve and enhance the districts heritage assets and historic areas
• Review all existing adopted policies to ensure relevant, up‐to‐date and consistent with national policy
• Consider the capacity of existing community infrastructure (such as schools and health care facilities) to meet current and future
needs
• Consider peoples health and well being, and the need to access open space, the countryside and sport and recreational activities
• Identify the right amount of new homes needed to meet the future requirements of the district
• Recognise the need for new homes to be affordable and designed to suit peoples needs now and in the future, particularly the
needs of older people
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• Update Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) and make appropriate provision for any additional pitches
needed – as identified in GTAA
• Provide support for communities wishing to prepare Neighbourhood Plans
• Ensure the Duty to co‐operate is met for strategic and cross boundary issues.
• Balance the supply of new homes with the creation of new job opportunities as well as supporting existing employers
• Ensuring new development is sustainable in terms of its location, design and construction

3.14

The SA Objectives, which are set out in the table below, have been prepared following a review of the objectives used when appraising
previous Development Plan documents [the Core Strategy and the Site Allocation and Policies DPD]. They have been informed by the
topics listed in the SEA Regulations and also take account of the issues arising from the baseline data and assessment of other plans
and programmes. These objectives provide the SA Framework and will be used to consider the sustainability of all strategies, policies
and sites for allocation for development.

Table 5: SA Objectives:
SEA Theme
Biodiversity & Green
1
Infrastructure
2
3

Sustainable development

4
5
6
7
8
9

Water
Pollution
Natural
Land Use
Resources
Soils
Waste
Climate Change Effects and
Energy
Climate Change Adaptation
and Flood Risk
Built & Historic Environment

10
11

SA Objective
To protect/enhance the District's Natural Assets and Biodiversity
Improve the quantity and quality of publicly accessible open and natural green space and promote strategic
green infrastructure networks to link to it
Ensure that development is located on the most sustainable sites and contributes to the objectives of
sustainable development from design through to delivery and use.
Conserve water resources and quality
Maintain air quality within the District
Maximise the use of previously developed land.
Ensure development utilises land with the lowest agricultural value first
Minimise waste and encourage the re‐use, recycling and recovery of waste materials
Minimise the effect of climate change through sustainable design and by reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
improving energy efficiency and developing renewable energy solutions
Reduce the risk of, and damage arising from, flooding
Protect and enhance the District's cultural, built and archaeological heritage.

South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015
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12
13

Character of the local
Landscape and townscape
Housing

14
15
16

Community safety

17

Transport and Accessibility

18
19

Health and Well being
Social Equity & Community

Employment

Protect and enhance the character and appearance of the local landscape and townscape and ensures new
development is of a high quality design which reflects local distinctiveness
Ensure that the housing needs of all groups in society are met through the provision of decent, appropriate and
affordable housing (including "Lifetime Homes", provision of affordable and intermediate market housing,
accommodation suitable for older people and those with specialist care needs, and for Gypsies and Travellers)
Create safe places for people to live in, work in and visit through the design and location of new development.
Create and improve access to high quality employment and training opportunities for everyone
Improve the efficiency, competitiveness, vitality and viability of the local economy, including the rural economy
and town centres
Reduce the need to travel and promote necessary infrastructure improvements and sustainable modes of
transport (walking, cycling and public transport)
Promote communities which encourage and support physical activity and healthy lifestyles
Improve the quality and accessibility of social and community services and facilities to meet the needs of
residents and visitors

Stage A:
A1: Identifying relevant plans and programmes
A2: Collecting Baseline information
A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems and establishing the SA Objectives
A4: Developing the SA Framework
A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA
3.16

The SA Framework is a key component of the SA process: a recognised way for allowing the environmental, social and economic
effects of plans and policies to be tested, ensuring that the SA assessment is carried out in a clear, consistent and robust manner.

3.17

Using the SA/SEA objectives resulting from Stage A3, the Frameworks consist of a series of decision‐aiding questions. The appraisal
can, therefore, be focussed on each type of policy, strategy or site. A separate SA Framework has been prepared for the assessment of
the Local Plan Strategy and strategic policies, Development Management policies and sites which are being considered for allocation.

South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015
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3.18

The SA Frameworks are set out below. Seventeen themes have been identified and nineteen SA Objectives have been derived from the
analysis carried out in Stage A3. Each SA Objective is accompanied by a series of questions which will be used to appraise the policies
and sites. The Frameworks also include a commentary explaining the assumptions which will be made and set out the possible
impacts the option being appraised will have for each SA Objective.

3.19

Strategies, policies and sites are appraised using the Frameworks, and a record made of the decision‐making process: answers are
recorded using notations [e.g. + or ‐] as well as a commentary. The results of the appraisal are not intended to be "scored" but the
colour‐coding allows for easy and clear comparison to be made on an objective‐by‐objective basis. This means that the overall
summary and conclusions will be influenced by the number of positive and negative assessments identified but will be of a qualitative,
rather than quantative nature. The Frameworks have been tested, and refined, through a series of trial appraisals to ensure that they
provide robust assessments of all aspects of the Local Plan and to allow a meaningful way to differentiate between alternatives.

Table 6: Framework for Spatial Strategy:
Theme
Biodiversity &
Green
Infrastructure

Suggested SKDC SA
objectives
To protect/enhance the
District's Natural Assets
and Biodiversity

Questions to consider

[assumptions]

possible impacts

Does it protect designated
areas of wildlife interest?
Will it result in the
restoration, creation or
improvement of locally
important biodiversity?

SKDC will continue to deliver
objectives & associated actions
in Lincolnshire BAP;
Arrangements for management
of SACs at Baston Fen and
Grimsthorpe will continue;

Improve the quantity
and quality of publicly
accessible open and
natural green space and
promote strategic green
infrastructure networks
to link to it

Does it result in the provision
of new public open space
where it is needed?
Will it direct development to
areas which are already well
served by open space or
where there is the potential

Open Space Standards derived
from the South Kesteven Study
of Open Space, Sport and
Recreation [2009] will be
applied to all new development

++ strategy seeks to protect and enhance species or
habitats
OR
a positive effect by the creation of new, or restoration
of existing, habitats
? unknown effect as the implications of the strategy
cannot be determined until specific sites have been
identified
‐‐ significant adverse impact as strategy makes no
provision to specifically protect species and habitat and
will not create or restore or improve locally important
biodiversity
++ strategy requires new or improved public open
space provision
+ strategy directs development to well‐served areas

1

2
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‐‐ strategy may result in the loss of public open space
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to provide more open space?
Sustainable
development

3

Ensure that development
is located on the most
sustainable sites and
contributes to the
objectives of sustainable
development from
design through to
delivery and use.

Natural
Resources ‐
Water

Conserve water
resources and quality

Natural
Resources ‐
Pollution

Maintain air quality
within the District

4

5

Does it establish a clear
framework for identifying
locations where
"sustainable" development
can be achieved?
Does it promote a locational
strategy which minimises the
need to travel because of a
mix of housing employment
and community uses?
Will it allow /maintain the
future sustainability of
settlements?
Does it direct development
away from bodies of water
which are sensitive to
change?
Will development affect
water quality in receptor
water course?
Are there known constraints
in the water cycle which will
affect development in
certain locations?
Does it recognize the impact
of development on those
areas designated as Air
Quality Management Areas?
Does it recognize and tackle
the causes of air pollution,
particularly from traffic?
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Development will be directed
to the most sustainable
settlements / locations in the
District

++ significant positive effect as the strategy clearly
identifies locations where sustainable growth can be
achieved and facilitates the future sustainability of
settlements
‐‐ significant adverse effect as thestrategy does not
provide a locational strategy which minimises the need
to travel and promotes development in areas which do
not support sustainable patterns of development

Information from Anglian
Water will be used to identify
locations of water mains,
sewers and areas of Cordon
Sanitaire;
Water Cycle Study data will
inform assessments;

SKDC will continue to monitor
air quality and designate
additional AQMs as required;

++ the strategy directs development away from sites
and areas which are subject to significant water
infrastructure constraints
? the implications cannot be determined until specific
sites have been identified
‐ minor effect as the strategy allows for development
where there may be constraints but seeks to mitigate
the impact
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy allows
development in locations where there are significant
constraints in wastewater / sewerage capacity + flood
risk concern
++ the strategy restricts development in locations in or
near to an AQMA
? implications cannot be determined until specific sites
have been identified
‐ minor effect as the strategy allows for development
which may be near an AQMA and may increase
pollution risk
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‐‐ significant effect on air pollution as the strategy
promotes development in areas with a AQMA
Natural
Resources ‐
Land Use

Maximise the use of
previously developed
land.

Does it enable the reuse of
land which is previously
developed in preference to
greenfield land?

Development on previously
developed land may result in
remediation of contamination
from previous uses;

++ strategy directs development to previously
developed land

Natural
Resources ‐
Soils

Ensure development
utilises land with the
lowest agricultural value
first

Does it promote
development in locations
which are grade 3
agricultural land or lower?
(including land classified as
urban and non‐agricultural)

Most of the agricultural land in
the District is Grade 3,
therefore Grades 1 & 2 are the
best quality in South Kesteven
and should be avoided;

++ the strategy promotes / supports development on
previously developed land and urban land

6

7

+ strategy prioritises development on previously
developed land
‐ strategy promotes development of both greenfield
and brownfield sites
‐‐ strategy promotes development on greenfield land

+ minor positive effect as the strategy
promotes/supports development on mixed
greenfield/brownfield land
? the impact of the strategy cannot be determined until
specific sites have been identified
‐ minor adverse effect as the strategy
promotes/supports development of greenfield land
which is of low agricultural grade [Grade 3 and below]
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy
promotes/supports development of greenfield land
which is of high agricultural grade [Grade 1 or 2]

8

9

Natural
Resources ‐
Waste
Climate Change
Effects and
Energy

Minimise waste and
encourage the re‐use,
recycling and recovery of
waste materials
Minimise the effect of
climate change through
sustainable design and
by reducing greenhouse

Does it have a positive effect
on waste disposal and the re‐
use and recovery of waste
materials?
Does it encourage
development which
promotes the use of
sustainable design and which
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SKDC's current waste policies
will continue to encourage
recycling;
New developments will be
expected to maximise the use
of energy efficiency and energy
conservation measures in their

Neutral: waste disposal rates and compliance with the
Council's waste management policies are dependent on
the actions of occupiers of land and the management of
waste in the District
++ the strategy promotes/supports the implementation
of energy efficient and/or renewable energy solutions
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Climate Change
Adaptation and
Flood Risk

gas emissions, improving
energy efficiency and
developing renewable
energy solutions
Reduce the risk of, and
damage arising from,
flooding

maximises low carbon
energy sources?

design;

‐‐ the strategy does not positively promote and support
the implementation of energy efficient and/or
renewable energy solutions

Does it minimise the risk to
people and property of
flooding now and in the
future?

SKDC will refer to Water Cycles
Study and Flood Risk
Assessment data

++ the strategy directs development to areas where
there is no known flood risk

10

+ the strategy allows development in areas where there
is localised flood risk
? the implications of the strategy cannot be assessed
until specific sites have been identified
‐‐ the strategy allows development in areas which fall
within the identified flood zone 3 where there is a high
risk of surface water flooding

Built & Historic
Environment

Protect and enhance the
District's cultural, built
and archaeological
heritage.

Does it promote
development which is
sensitive to, and respects,
the District's cultural and
historic heritage?

Reference will be made to
Conservation Area Appraisals,
where appropriate

11

12

Character of
the local
Landscape and

Protect and enhance the
character and
appearance of the local

Does it promote good design
which reflects local
distinctiveness, and has a
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Landscape Character Areas
defined in the SKDC Landscape
Character Assessment [2207]

++ no effect as the strategy seeks to protect and
enhance heritage assets, including conservation areas
or other designated heritage assets on land affected by
the strategy
OR
the strategy seeks to have a positive effect on
designated heritage assets
? an unknown effect as the strategy may result in an
impact on known heritage assets or the setting of
known heritage assets
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy does not
seek to protect and enhance heritage assets and may,
therefore, result in the loss of, or have a significant
negative impact on, a listed building, Scheduled
Monument, historic park and garden or other heritage
asset
++ no adverse effect on the landscape as the strategy
promotes / supports development where the scale and
location are appropriate to the surrounding area
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townscape

landscape and
townscape and ensures
new development is of a
high quality design which
reflects local
distinctiveness

positive impact on the
character and appearance of
the local landscape and
townscape?

and Landscape Sensitivity and
Capacity Study [2001] data will
be used when assessing
impacts of development;

+ minor effect on the local landscape as the strategy
promotes / supports development which could be
accommodated within the landscape, subject to
mitigation, e.g. reducing site size and/or landscape
treatment
‐ and adverse effect on the local landscape as the
strategy promotes / supports development which does
not relate well to the surrounding area or where
development would be out of scale with the settlement
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy promotes /
supports development which will have an adverse
impact on the surrounding area and landscape
character
Neutral: impacts on landscape and townscape can only
be assessed when specific sites have been identified for
development

Housing

13

Ensure that the housing
needs of all groups in
society are met through
the provision of decent,
appropriate and
affordable housing.
(Including "Lifetime
Homes", provision of
affordable and
intermediate market
housing, accommodation
suitable for older people
and those with specialist
care needs, and for
Gypsies and Travellers)

Does it promote a growth in
the provision of housing to
meet identified needs for
market housing; affordable
housing; specialist housing
and the accommodation
needs of Gypsies and
travellers?
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The objectively assessed
housing need for the District is
derived from the SHMA 2014;
Affordable Housing should be
provided on qualifying sites
[exceptionally a contribution in
lieu for off‐site provision will
be appropriate];
Gypsy and Traveller need will
be established from the most
recent survey;

++ significant positive effect as the strategy makes
specific provision for meeting the Objectively Assessed
housing needs of the District, including appropriate
provision of both market and affordable housing,
lifetime homes, specialist housing and provision for
Travellers
+ minor positive effect as the strategy may enable the
Objectively Assessed housing needs of the District to be
met with appropriate provision of both market and
affordable housing, lifetime homes, specialist housing
and provision for Travellers
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy does not
make adequate provision to meet the housing needs of
the District which includes affordable housing, lifetime
homes and provision for Travellers
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Community
safety

Create safe places for
people to live in, work in
and visit through the
design and location of
new development.

Does it enable the creation
of safe places to live work
and visit?

All development will be
expected to provide a safe
environment;

Neutral: the primary issue of urban design associated
with this objective is considered to be neutral across
policies as it depends on implementation ‐ it will
depend on the details of a planning application rather
than the selection of a location

Employment

Create and improve
access to high quality
employment and training
opportunities for
everyone

Does it match areas of
population growth with
existing employment
provision and growth, to
facilitate easy access to job
opportunities?

The main centres of Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne and
Deepings will continue to be
the focus of economic growth;
The Council will continue to
support existing locally
important employment areas;

++ significant positive effect as the strategy supports
development of new employment opportunities in
major centres of population
OR
the strategy provides/supports new investment for
redevelopment
OR
the strategy provides/supports new training
opportunities
+ minor positive effect as the strategy supports
economic development / training opportunities, but in
settlements remote from centres of population

14

15

Improve the efficiency,
competitiveness, vitality
and viability of the local
economy, including the
rural economy and town
centres

Does it promote the District
as a place for business and
encourage inward
investment and
entrepreneurial
development?

16
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The main centres of Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne and
Deepings will continue to be
the focus of economic growth;
The Council will continue to
support existing employment
areas of local importance;
The Council will support the
rural economy [including
diversification schemes where
appropriate]

‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy does not
promote and support economic growth and may lead
to the loss of employment capacity
++ significant positive effect as the strategy makes
provision for new employment [including rural
enterprises]
And
the strategy makes provision for new commercial
enterprises [including retail development]
and
the strategy provides/supports the viability of town
centres
+ minor positive effect as the strategy provides
protection for existing areas of employment
OR
the strategy makes provision for the redevelopment
and/or improvement of existing commercial/retail
areas for alternative economic development schemes
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‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy may result in
the loss of valuable existing employment and
commercial/retail space
Transport and
Accessibility

Reduce the need to
travel and promote
necessary infrastructure
improvements and
sustainable modes of
transport (walking,
cycling and public
transport)

Does it reduce the need to
travel?
Does it match areas of
growth with those with the
best (or improving) transport
infrastructure?

Development will be directed
to the most sustainable
settlements / locations in the
District;
Development will be located in
areas where private car use can
be reduced;

17

‐ minor adverse effect as the strategy encourages
development in areas which have a low level of
accessibility to facilities by walking, public transport,
and limited ability for improvements to existing

Health and
Well being
18

19

++ significant positive effect as the strategy encourages
development in areas which have a high level of
existing multi‐modal accessibility to a range of facilities
OR
the strategy provides/supports new transport
infrastructure
+ minor positive effect as the strategy encourages
development in areas which have a moderate level of
multi‐modal accessibility to a range of facilities

Social Equity &
Community

Promote communities
which encourage and
support physical activity
and healthy lifestyles

Does it promote access to
areas of public open space
and recreational pursuits?

Improve the quality and
accessibility of social and
community services and
facilities to meet the

Will it lead to development
which can take advantage of
existing social and
community facilities?
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Open Space Standards derived
from the South Kesteven Study
of Open Space, Sport and
Recreation [2009] will be
applied to all new development

S106 contributions will be used
to provide local facilities on
qualifying developments

‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy encourages
development in areas which have a poor level of
accessibility to basic facilities and amenities, with no
scope for improvement
++ significant positive effect as the strategy
promotes/provides/supports access to new public open
space/ recreational space
+ minor positive effect as the strategy will result in
improvements to existing public open space /
recreational space
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy will result in
a reduction in public open space / recreational space
++ significant positive effect as the strategy
promotes/provides/supports improvements to existing
social and community services and makes provision for
new social and community services
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needs of residents and
visitors

Does it promote
improvements to the
provision and supply of social
and community facilities and
services?

+ minor positive effect as the strategy promotes
development located close to existing social and
community services
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy will result in
a reduction in social/community services
OR
the strategy will result in development which will lead
to unacceptable demands on existing social and
community services
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the strategy does not
seek to balance social and community services with
housing and population growth

Table 7: Framework for Site Assessment
Theme
Biodiversity &
Green
Infrastructure

Suggested SKDC SA
objectives
To protect/enhance
the District's Natural
Assets and
Biodiversity

1

2

Improve the quantity
and quality of publicly
accessible open and
natural green space

Questions to consider

[assumptions]

possible impacts

Will development of this site
impact on designated sites or
protected species?
Is the site a designated nature /
wildlife site?
Is the site within xxxm of a
Ramsar, SAC, SPA SSSI or NNR?
Are there known protected
species on the site?
Is there potential for protected
species to exist on the site?
(see natural England's decision
tree)
Is the site within 400m of
informal open space (and /or
the countryside)?
Is the site within 400m of other

SKDC will continue to deliver
objectives & associated actions
in Lincolnshire BAP;
Arrangements for management
of SACs at Baston Fen and
Grimsthorpe will continue;

++ no effect on known species or habitats as none
present on the site
? unknown effect as development of the site has the
ability to affect sites containing protected species or
habitats
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‐‐ adverse impact on, or result in the loss of, nationally
designated species or habitats
AND/OR
will lead to the fragmentation of existing wildlife
corridors / species

Open Space Standards derived
from the South Kesteven Study
of Open Space, Sport and
Recreation [2009] will be

++ a significant positive effect as the site is within 400m
of existing public open space / greenspace / children's
play space and would be large enough to secure the
creation of new if required
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and promote strategic
green infrastructure
networks to link to it

open space (as described in
policy SAP10)?
Does the site present an
opportunity to create additional
informal open space or create a
link into the existing green
infrastructure network?

applied to all new development

+ minor positive effect as the site is within an area well
served by existing public open space / greenspace /
children's play space BUT will not result in more public
open space provision
‐ minor adverse effect as the site is too small to
accommodate on‐site open space / greenspace /
children's play space provision
‐‐ development of the site will result in the loss of
public open space
Neutral: development will not result in a change in
land use

Sustainable
development

3

Natural
Resources ‐
Water

Ensure that
development is
located on the most
sustainable sites and
contributes to the
objectives of
sustainable
development from
design through to
delivery and use.

Is the site located in accordance
with the spatial settlement?
Is it in a sustainable location?
Will development of the site
represent "sustainable
development"?

Conserve water
resources and quality

Will development of the site
impact on water quality in a
receptor water course?
Can the site accommodate
SuDS?
Is the site affected by known
water assets which may affect
site delivery?

4

5

Natural
Resources ‐

Maintain air quality
within the District

Is the site within or adjacent to
an Air Quality Management
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The main centres of Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne and
Deepings will continue to be
the focus of all new
development, along with
identified Local Service
Centres;
Local Service Centres are
identified in Core Strategy
policy SP2 [or by updating
parish information];
Information from Anglian
Water will be used to identify
locations of water mains,
sewers and areas of Cordon
Sanitaire;
Water Cycle Study data will
inform assessments;

++ significant positive effect as the site is within or on
the immediate edge of a main urban centre or other
area identified for development in the Spatial Strategy

SKDC will continue to monitor
air quality and designate

++ no effect on air pollution as the site is not in or near
to a AQMA

‐‐ significant adverse effect as the site is not clearly
adjacent to, or related to, a settlement that has been
identified for growth in the Spatial Strategy

++ no effect
Overall RAG assessment is Green
‐ minor effect which can be mitigated
Overall RAG assessment is Amber
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the site
• Overall RAG assessment is Red
AND/OR
• information from Anglian Water suggests
development is not appropriate because of AW
assets and/or cordon sanitaire
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Pollution

Area?

additional AQMs as required;

‐ minor effect as the site is located near an AQMA and
may increase pollution risk
‐‐ significant effect on air pollution as the site is located
within an AQMA

Natural
Resources ‐
Land Use

Maximise the use of
previously developed
land.

Is the site Previously Developed
Land?
Will development of the site
result in improvement and
remediation of contaminated
land?

Development on previously
developed land may result in
remediation of contamination
from previous uses;

++ significant positive effect as the site comprises
previously developed land

Natural
Resources ‐
Soils

Ensure development
utilises land with the
lowest agricultural
value first

Is the site lower grade
agricultural or urban land (not
grade 1 or 2)?

Most of the agricultural land in
the District is Grade 3,
therefore Grades 1 & 2 are the
best quality in South Kesteven
and should be avoided;

++ positive effect as the site comprises urban land

6

7

Natural
Resources ‐
Waste

Minimise waste and
encourage the re‐use,
recycling and recovery
of waste materials

Climate Change
Effects and
Energy

Minimise the effect of
climate change
through sustainable
design and by

8

9

Is the proposed use waste‐
related?
Is the site outside an area
identified for waste disposal
purposes by Lincolnshire
County Council?
Does the site provide an
opportunity to re‐use or recycle
buildings or the building
materials for new
development?
Does the site allow for
development to take advantage
of low carbon energy sources?
Does the site allow for
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+ minor positive effect as the site includes both
previously developed and greenfield land
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the site comprises
greenfield land

+ minor positive effect as the site includes both urban
and low agricultural grade land
‐ minor adverse effect as the site comprises land which
is of low agricultural grade
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the site comprises high
grade agricultural land [Grade 1 or 2]

SKDC's current waste policies
will continue to encourage
recycling;

++ Site is not identified in an allocation or area of
search for waste or mineral use in the Waste and
Minerals Local Plan
‐‐ adverse effect as the site is identified in an allocation
or area of search for waste or mineral use in the Waste
and Minerals Local Plan
Neutral: waste disposal rates and compliance with the
Council's waste management policies are dependent on
the actions of occupiers of land and the management of
waste in the District

New developments will be
expected to maximise the use
of energy efficiency and energy
conservation measures in their

Neutral: all new development is expected to maximise
the use of energy efficient methods of construction:
proposals will be assessed as part of the planning
application process
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Climate Change
Adaptation and
Flood Risk

reducing greenhouse
gas emissions,
improving energy
efficiency and
developing renewable
energy solutions
Reduce the risk of,
and damage arising
from, flooding

10

alternative energy generation?

design;

Is more than 1/2 the site
identified as at high risk of
flooding (Flood Zone 3)?
Does the SFRA or Water Cycle
Study identify any flood risk
issues for the site?
Will development increase the
risk of flooding in areas already
known to be at risk?

SKDC will refer to Water Cycles
Study and Flood Risk
Assessment data

Built & Historic
Environment

Protect and enhance
the District's cultural,
built and
archaeological
heritage.

Does the site affect a
designated heritage asset
and/or its setting?

Reference will be made to
Conservation Area Appraisals,
where appropriate

Character of
the local
Landscape and

Protect and enhance
the character and
appearance of the

Will development of the site
have a significant impact on the
surrounding townscape or

Landscape Character Areas
defined in the SKDC Landscape
Character Assessment [2207]
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+ there are some localised flooding issues which may
reduce the developable area
‐ part of the site [less than 50%] falls within identified
flood zone 3, or is at risk of surface water flooding
which may reduce the developable area
‐‐ more than50% of the site falls within the identified
flood zone 3 or is at risk of surface water flooding

11

12

++ there are no known flooding issues affecting the site

++ no effect as there is no known heritage asset,
conservation area or other designated cultural asset on
the site, or likely to be affected by the site
OR
development of the policy will have a positive effect on
heritage assets
? an unknown effect as development of the site has the
potential to affect the setting of heritage assets,
townscape, conservation area or setting of a listed
building
‐ adverse effect as development would result in harm
to a heritage asset townscape, conservation area or
setting of a listed building
‐‐ significant adverse effect as development would
result in the loss of, or substantial harm to a listed
building, Scheduled Monument, registered park &
garden, conservation area or other heritage asset
++ no adverse effect on the landscape as the location
of the site, and the development proposed, would be of
a scale which is appropriate to the surrounding area
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townscape

Housing

13

local landscape and
townscape and
ensures new
development is of a
high quality design
which reflects local
distinctiveness

landscape?
Will development of the site
promote high quality design?

Ensure that the
housing needs of all
groups in society are
met through the
provision of decent,
appropriate and
affordable housing.
(Including "Lifetime
Homes", provision of
affordable and
intermediate market
housing,
accommodation
suitable for older
people and those with
specialist care needs,
and for Gypsies and
Travellers)

Will the site provide additional
housing in locations where it is
needed?
Will the site provide affordable
housing where it is most
needed?
Will development of the site
increase the range, choice and
affordability of housing?
Will the site provide an
opportunity to meet the
accommodation needs of gypsy
and traveller groups?

South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015

and Landscape Sensitivity and
Capacity Study [2001] data will
be used when assessing
impacts of development;

The objectively assessed
housing need for the District is
derived from the SHMA 2014;
Affordable Housing should be
provided on qualifying sites
[exceptionally a contribution in
lieu for off‐site provision will
be appropriate];
Gypsy and Traveller need will
be established from the most
recent survey;

+ minor effect on the local landscape as
development on the site could be accommodated
within the landscape, subject to mitigation, eg reducing
site size and/or landscape treatment
‐ and adverse effect on the local landscape as
development of the site would not relate well to the
surrounding area or would be out of scale with the
settlement
‐‐ significant adverse effect as development of the site
will have an adverse impact on the surrounding area
and landscape character
++ significant positive effect as the site will provide
both market and affordable housing to satisfy an
identified need
OR
the site will provide a scheme of affordable or
specialised housing to meet an identified need
Or
the site will provide for an appropriate number of
Traveller pitches to meet the identified need
+ minor positive effect as the site will deliver some of
the affordable housing needed to meet an identified
need as part of a mixed tenure scheme
OR
the site will deliver a scheme of specialised housing to
meet an identified need
Or
the site will provide for an appropriate number of
Traveller pitches to meet the identified need
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the site is unlikely to be
able to provide affordable housing of the scale needed
as part of a mixed tenure scheme, nor will it provide for
any other form of specialist husing or Traveller pitches
to address the identified need
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Community
safety

Create safe places for
people to live in, work
in and visit through
the design and
location of new
development.

Will development of the site
contribute towards creating a
safe and secure built
environment?

All development will be
expected to provide a safe
environment;

Employment

Create and improve
access to high quality
employment and
training opportunities
for everyone

Is the site located to take
advantage of good highway
access and centres of
population?
Does the location of the site
make the most of the District's
assets, such as the high quality
environment and an attractive
place to live?

The main centres of Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne and
Deepings will continue to be
the focus of economic growth;
The Council will continue to
support existing locally
important employment areas;

14

15
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Neutral: the primary issue of urban design associated
with this objective is considered to be neutral across
sites as it depends on implementation ‐ it will depend
on the details of a planning application rather than the
selection of a location ‐ and high standards of crime
reduction through urban design are expected across all
sites via the principles of "Secured by Design" or a
comparable scheme
++ significant positive effect as the site could support a
broad range of employment opportunities, is close to a
major centre of population, is well located to the
strategic highway network and would be attractive to
the market
OR
the site is well located to take advantage of new
investment for redevelopment
OR
development of the site will provide / support new
training opportunities
+ minor positive effect as the site might be suitable for
some economic development / training opportunities,
has some constraints BUT is in an area which is remote
from centres of population
‐‐ significant adverse effect as development of the site
would lead to the loss of employment capacity
OR
the site is unsuitable for employment use due to
location and attractiveness to the market
Neutral ‐ site has not been considered for employment
uses
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Improve the
efficiency,
competitiveness,
vitality and viability of
the local economy,
including the rural
economy and town
centres

16

Will the site provide an
opportunity for investment to
create additional jobs?
Will the site provide land
and/or buildings suitable and
attractive to the employment
market?
Could the site enable rural
diversification projects?
Could development of the site
improve the appearance and
image of the immediate area to
encourage new businesses to
locate?

The main centres of Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne and
Deepings will continue to be
the focus of economic growth;
The Council will continue to
support existing employment
areas of local importance;
The Council will support the
rural economy [including
diversification schemes where
appropriate]

++ significant positive effect as the site is suitable for
development for new employment uses [including rural
enterprises]
OR
the site is suitable for new commercial enterprises
[including retail development]
OR
the site is suitable for redevelopment to provide new
business enterprises
+ minor positive effect as the site will extend an existing
area of employment
OR
the site will allow for redevelopment of an existing
commercial/retail area for new business enterprises
‐‐ significant adverse effect as redevelopment of the
site would result in the loss of valuable employment
space
OR
redevelopment of the site would result in the loss of
valuable commercial/retail space
Neutral: the site is not considered suitable for
employment, commercial, business or retail uses

Transport and
Accessibility

17

Reduce the need to
travel and promote
necessary
infrastructure
improvements and
sustainable modes of
transport (walking,
cycling and public
transport)

Will development of the site
reduce journeys undertaken by
car and encourage alternative
modes of transport?
Is the site located where it can
be easily accessed by walking,
cycling or public transport?
Does development of the site
have the potential to fund
improvements to existing
provision for cycling, walking
and public transport?
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The main centres of Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne and
Deepings, together with
identified Local Service
Centres, will continue to be the
focus of new development;
Development will be located in
areas where private car use can
be reduced;

++ significant positive effect as the site is located in an
area which has a high level of existing multi‐modal
accessibility to a range of facilities
OR
development of the site will provide new transport
infrastructure
+ minor positive effect as the site is located in an area
which has a moderate level of multi‐modal accessibility
to a range of facilities
‐ minor adverse effect as the site is located in an area
which has a low level of accessibility to facilities by
walking, public transport, and limited ability for
improvements to existing
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‐‐ significant adverse effect as the site is located in an
area which has a poor level of accessibility to basic
facilities and amenities, with no scope for improvement
Neutral: there are no transport implications arising
from development of this site
Health and
Well being

Promote communities
which encourage and
support physical
activity and healthy
lifestyles

18

Social Equity &
Community

19

Improve the quality
and accessibility of
social and community
services and facilities
to meet the needs of
residents and visitors

Is the site located within 400m
of an existing public open
space?
Will development of the site
result in loss of public open
space or sports facilities?
Will development of the site
provide new open space or add
to the provision of recreation
and sports facilities?

Is the site within 400m of the
nearest primary school?
Is the site within 400m of a
local shop?
Is the site within 400m / 800m
of the nearest GP surgery?

Open Space Standards derived
from the South Kesteven Study
of Open Space, Sport and
Recreation [2009] will be
applied to all new development

++ significant positive effect as the site is within 400m
of existing public open space / recreational space
OR
development of the site would provide new public open
space/ recreational space
+ minor positive effect as development of the site will
result in improvements to existing public open space /
recreational space
‐‐ significant adverse effect as development of the site
will result in a reduction in public open space /
recreational space

S106 contributions will be used
to provide local facilities on
qualifying developments

Neutral: development of the site will not be for
residential use
++ significant positive effect as the site is within 400m
of existing social and community services [a primary
school, local shop, GP surgery ]
OR
development of the site would allow for the provision
of new social and community services
+ minor positive effect as the site is within 800m of
existing social and community services
‐ minor adverse affect – site is located more that 800m
from existing social and community facilities
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‐‐ significant adverse effect as development of the site
will result in a loss or reduction in social/community
services
OR
development of the site will lead to unacceptable
demands on existing social and community services
Neutral: development of the site will not be for
residential use

Table 8: Framework for Development Management policies
Theme
Biodiversity &
Green
Infrastructure

Suggested SKDC SA
objectives
To protect/enhance the
District's Natural Assets
and Biodiversity

Questions to consider

[assumptions]

possible impacts

SKDC will continue to deliver
objectives & associated actions
in Lincolnshire BAP;
Arrangements for management
of SACs at Baston Fen and
Grimsthorpe will continue;

++ no effect on known species or habitats

Improve the quantity
and quality of publicly
accessible open and
natural green space and
promote strategic green
infrastructure networks
to link to it

Will it protect and improve
designated nature/wildlife
sites?
Will it promote the
conservation of protected
species and improve
biodiversity?
Will it promote and increase
in the quantity and/or
quality of existing open
space?
Will it promote and increase
accessibility to natural green
open space ?

Open Space Standards derived
from the South Kesteven Study
of Open Space, Sport and
Recreation [2009] will be
applied to all new development

++ will result in new or improved public open space or
natural green open space provision
+ will not result in more public open space or natural
green open space provision
‐‐ policy will result in the loss of public open space or
natural green open space

Ensure that development
is located on the most
sustainable sites and

Will it promote "sustainable
development" through
design, layout, construction

The main centres of Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne and
Deepings will continue to be

1

2

3

Sustainable
development
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? unknown effect
‐‐ adverse impact on, or result in the loss of, nationally
designated species or habitats
Neutral: policy will not result in a change in land use

Neutral: policy will not result in a change in land use
OR
there are no open/natural green space implications
arising from this policy
++ significant positive effect as the policy
supports/promotes development in the main urban
centres and other identified areas
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contributes to the
objectives of sustainable
development from
design through to
delivery and use.

Natural
Resources ‐
Water

Conserve water
resources and quality

and/or use?

Will it promote the use of
SuDS?
Will it maintain or reduces
surface water runoff rates?
Will it promote a reduction
in water consumption?

the focus of all new
development, along with
identified Local Service
Centres;
Local Service Centres are
identified in Core Strategy
policy SP2 [or by updating
parish information];
Information from Anglian
Water will be used to identify
locations of water mains,
sewers and areas of Cordon
Sanitaire;
Water Cycle Study data will
inform assessments;

? the implications of the policy cannot be determined
unless specific sites have been identified
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy supports /
promotes development in areas which have not been
identified for growth
Neutral: the policy will not result in a change in land
use
++ no effect as the policy affects development on sites
which have few constraints
? the implications of the policy cannot be determined
until specific sites have been identified
‐ minor effect as the policy affects development on
sites where constraints can be mitigated
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy affects
development of sites where:
• there are significant constraints in wastewater /
sewerage capaicty + flood risk conserns
• information from Anglian Water suggests
development is not appropriate because of AW
assets and/or cordon sanitaire

4

Neutral: policy will not result in a change in land use
Natural
Resources ‐
Pollution

Maintain air quality
within the District

Will it encourage
improvements to air quality?

SKDC will continue to monitor
air quality and designate
additional AQMs as required;

++ no effect on air pollution as the policy does not
affect land in or near to a AQMA
? the implications of the policy cannot be determined
until specific sites have been identified
‐ minor effect as the policy affects land near an AQMA
and may increase pollution risk
‐‐ significant effect on air pollution as the policy affects
land located within an AQMA
Neutral: the policy does not cover an area where an
AQMA is in place
OR
the policy is not site‐specific

5
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Natural
Resources ‐
Land Use

Maximise the use of
previously developed
land.

Will it promote the use of
land which is previously
developed?

Development on previously
developed land may result in
remediation of contamination
from previous uses;

6

++ significant positive effect as the policy affects
development on previously developed land
+ minor positive effect as the policy affects
development on sites which includes both previously
developed and greenfield land
? the implications of the policy cannot be determined
until specific sites have been identified
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy affects
development on greenfield land
Neutral: policy will not result in a change in land use

Natural
Resources ‐
Soils

Ensure development
utilises land with the
lowest agricultural value
first

Will it promote the use of
land which is low grade
agricultural (not grade 1‐2)

Most of the agricultural land in
the District is Grade 3,
therefore Grades 1 & 2 are the
best quality in South Kesteven
and should be avoided;

7

++ positive effect as the policy promotes the use of
previously developed land
+ minor positive effect as the policy allows
development of urban and low agricultural grade land
? the impact of the policy cannot be determined until
specific sites have been identified
‐ minor adverse effect as the policy affects
development of land which is of low agricultural grade
[Grade 3 and below]
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy affects high
grade agricultural land [Grade 1 or 2]
Neutral: policy will not result in a change in land use

Natural
Resources ‐
Waste

Minimise waste and
encourage the re‐use,
recycling and recovery of
waste materials

Climate Change
Effects and

Minimise the effect of
climate change through

8

9

Will it promote good design
which encourages a
reduction of waste through
development and after‐use?
Will it allow an increase in
the recovery of waste
materials and recycling?
Will it improve the energy
efficiency of new buildings?
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SKDC's current waste policies
will continue to encourage
recycling;

Neutral: waste disposal rates and compliance with the
Council's waste management policies are dependent on
the actions of occupiers of land and the management of
waste in the District

New developments will be
expected to maximise the use

++ the policy promotes/supports energy efficient
and/or renewable energy solutions
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Energy

Climate Change
Adaptation and
Flood Risk

sustainable design and
by reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, improving
energy efficiency and
developing renewable
energy solutions
Reduce the risk of, and
damage arising from,
flooding

Will it support the
generation and use of
renewable energy?

of energy efficiency and energy
conservation measures in their
design;

‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy promotes
develoment which is not energy efficient

Will it ensure that flood risk
has been taken into
consideration as part of the
preparation of a
development proposal?
Will development promote
the use of SuDS and reduce
surface water runoff rates?

SKDC will refer to Water Cycles
Study and Flood Risk
Assessment data

++ the policy does not support development in areas of
known flood risk
OR
the policy promotes the use of SuDS
+ the policy includes measures which will help mitigate
against potential flood risk on sites which may be at risk
of fluvial and surface water flooding
? the implications of the policy cannot be assessed until
specific sites have been identified

10

Neutral: the policy has no implications for energy
efficiency or climate change

‐‐ the policy affects allows for development to take
place where more than 50% falls within the dentified
flood zone 3, or is at risk of surface water flooding

Built & Historic
Environment

Protect and enhance the
District's cultural, built
and archaeological
heritage.

Will it promote the
protection and enhancement
of heritage assets and their
settings?

11
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Reference will be made to
Conservation Area Appraisals,
where appropriate

Neutral: the policy will not result in a change in land
use
OR
the policy is not site‐specific
++ policy seeks to protect and enhance known heritage
assets, including conservation areas or other
designated cultural assets on land affected by the policy
OR
the policy will have a positive effect on heritage assets
? an unknown effect as the policy may allow for
development on land which contains, or may impact
on, known heritage assets or the setting of known
heritage assets
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy may result in
the loss of, or have a negative impact on, a listed
building, Scheduled Monument, historic park and
garden or other heritage asset
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Character of
the local
Landscape and
townscape

Protect and enhance the
character and
appearance of the local
landscape and
townscape and ensures
new development is of a
high quality design which
reflects local
distinctiveness

Will it promote high quality
design?
Will it promote development
which makes a positive
contribution to the local
townscape and landscape?
Will it promote development
which considers and
addresses the visual effect of
development on the local
landscape?

Landscape Character Areas
defined in the SKDC Landscape
Character Assessment [2207]
and Landscape Sensitivity and
Capacity Study [2001] data will
be used when assessing
impacts of development;

Ensure that the housing
needs of all groups in
society are met through
the provision of decent,
appropriate and
affordable housing.
(Including "Lifetime
Homes", provision of
affordable and
intermediate market
housing, accommodation
suitable for older people

Will it support the provision
of housing that meets the
needs of different groups in
society?

The objectively assessed
housing need for the District is
derived from the SHMA 2014;
Affordable Housing should be
provided on qualifying sites
[exceptionally a contribution in
lieu for off‐site provision will
be appropriate];
Gypsy and Traveller need will
be established from the most
recent survey;

12

Housing

13
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Neutral: the policy will not result in a change in land
use
OR
The policy has no relationship to heritage matters
++ the policy identifies the importance of local
landscape character and seeks to prevent development
which may be of a scale and location which is
inappropriate to the surrounding area
+ minor effect as the policy promotes / supports
development on a site which could be accommodated
within the landscape, subject to mitigation, eg reducing
site size and/or landscape treatment
‐ an adverse effect on the local landscape as the policy
may allow development of sites which would not relate
well to the surrounding area or would be out of scale
with the settlement
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy may support
development on a site which will have an adverse
impact on the surrounding area and landscape
character
Neutral: policy will not result in a change in land use
OR
Policy has no relationship to landscape character issues
++ significant positive effect as the policy will ensure
provision of both market and affordable housing to
satisfy an identified need and allows for specialist
housing and traveller pitches to be included within a
housing scheme
+ minor positive effect as the policy may enable the
provision of affordable housing, specialist housing or
traveller pitches, to satisfy an identified need, but does
not positively promote its inclusion
‐‐ Policy does not promote or require the provision of
affordable housing or allow for specialist housing and
Traveller pitches to be included within a housing
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and those with specialist
care needs, and for
Gypsies and Travellers)

scheme.
Neutral: the policy does not relate to the provision of
housing

Community
safety

Create safe places for
people to live in, work in
and visit through the
design and location of
new development.

Will it promote development
which is designed to reduce
and prevent crime and the
fear of crime?

All development will be
expected to provide a safe
environment;

Neutral: the primary issue of urban design associated
with this objective is considered to be neutral across all
policies as it depends on implementation ‐ it will
depend on the details of a planning application rather
than the selection of a location

Employment

Create and improve
access to high quality
employment and training
opportunities for
everyone

Will it promote access to
employment and training
opportunities?

The main centres of Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne and
Deepings will continue to be
the focus of economic growth;
The Council will continue to
support existing locally
important employment areas;

++ significant positive effect as the policy supports
development of new employment opportunities
OR
the policy provides/supports new training opportunities
‐‐ significant adverse effects as the policy would lead to
the loss of employment capacity
OR
the policy would lead to loss of training facilities

14

15

Improve the efficiency,
competitiveness, vitality
and viability of the local
economy, including the
rural economy and town
centres
16

Will it promote economic
activity and growth?
Will it support rural
diversification and
development which supports
rural communities?
Will it support the vitality
and viability of our town
centres?
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The main centres of Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne and
Deepings will continue to be
the focus of economic growth;
The Council will continue to
support existing employment
areas of local importance;
The Council will support the
rural economy [including
diversification schemes where
appropriate]

Neutral: there are no employment and/or training
implications arising from this policy
OR
the policy will not result in a change in land use
++ significant positive effect as the policy supports /
makes provision for new employment opportunities
[including rural enterprises]
OR
the policy supports / makes provision for new
commercial enterprises [including retail development]
OR
the policy provides / supports new businesses in town
centres
+ minor positive effect as the policy makes provision for
/ supports the redevelopment of existing commercial /
retail areas
OR
the policy provides for schemes town centre
redevelopment
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Transport and
Accessibility

Reduce the need to
travel and promote
necessary infrastructure
improvements and
sustainable modes of
transport (walking,
cycling and public
transport)

Will it help improve provision
for cycling, walking and
public transport?
Will it support existing
community and public
transport?

The main centres of Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne and
Deepings, together with
identified Local Service
Centres, will continue to be the
focus of new development;
Development will be located in
areas where private car use can
be reduced;

‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy would result in
the loss of valuable existing employment space
OR
the policy would result in the loss of valuable
commercial/retail space
Neutral: there are no economy‐related implications
arising from this policy
OR
the policy will not result in a change in land use
++ significant positive effect as the policy encourages
development in areas which have a high level of
existing multi‐modal accessibility to a range of facilities
OR
the policy supports the provision of new transport
infrastructure
+ minor positive effect as the policy encourages
development in areas which have a moderate level of
multi‐modal accessibility to a range of facilities
‐ minor adverse effect as the policy encourages
development in areas with a low level of accessibility to
facilities by walking, public transport, and where there
is limited ability for improvements

17

‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy encourages
development in areas which have a poor level of
accessibility to basic facilities and amenities, with no
scope for improvement
Neutral: there are no transport implications arising
from this policy
18

Health and
Well being

Promote communities
which encourage and
support physical activity
and healthy lifestyles

Will it encourage healthy
lifestyles, including travel
choices?
Will it result in
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Open Space Standards derived
from the South Kesteven Study
of Open Space, Sport and
Recreation [2009] will be

++ significant positive effect as the policy
promotes/provides/supports access to new public open
space/ recreational space which can be accessed by a
variety of means
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Social Equity &
Community

Improve the quality and
accessibility of social and
community services and
facilities to meet the
needs of residents and
visitors

improved/increased
provision of open space and
sports facilities?

applied to all new development

+ minor positive effect as the policy will result in
improvements to existing public open space /
recreational space which can be accessed by a variety
of means
‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy will result in a
reduction in public open space / recreational space
OR
the policy allows development in remote locations
Neutral: policy will not result in a change in land use

Will it promote accessibility
to local services and facilities
and where appropriate
support the retention and
improvement of such
facilities?

S106 contributions will be used
to provide local facilities on
qualifying developments

++ significant positive effect as the policy
promotes/provides/supports improvements to existing
social and community services
OR
the policy makes provision for new social and
community services

19

‐‐ significant adverse effect as the policy will result in a
reduction in social / community services
OR
the policy will result in development which will lead to
unacceptable demands on existing social and
community services
Neutral: policy will not result in a change in land use
OR
the policy is not site‐specific
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Stage A:
A1: Identifying relevant plans and programmes
A2: Collecting Baseline information
A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems and establishing the SA Objectives
A4: Developing the SA Framework
A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA
3.20

This task ensures that the SA covers the likely significant environmental effects of the Plan and that the SA process is sufficiently robust
and comprehensive to support production of the Plan.

3.21

The Council is required to engage in stakeholder consultation on the scope of the SA with the following three prescribed bodies:
•
•
•

the Environment Agency
Natural England
English Heritage

3.22

So that the scoping report is as robust as possible, and to promote engagement in the Local Plan, the consultation will be open for
anyone to make comments.

3.23

Consultation on this scoping report is being carried out in conjunction with the Regulation 18 consultation on the scope of the Local
Plan, and will take place between 23 January 2015 and 6 March 2015. The consultation will be run through the Council's consultation
portal. Anyone wishing to make a comment should ensure that it is relevant to the scoping report and the sustainability appraisal
process.

3.24

Consultation is a two‐way process, and comments received will inform future stages of SA Process and preparation of the Plan.
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4

Next Steps

4.1

Following completion of the consultation on this scoping report, and any amendments that are necessary, the methodology will be
used to complete the SA process as part of the production of the Local Plan.

4.2

More information about these stages is provided in Chapter 2, Table 2: Stages B to E in the SA/SEA process.

4.3

Further information about the timetable for production of the Local Plan can be found on the Council's website:
www.southkesteven.gov.uk and about the Council's methods of engagement can be found in the Council's Statement of Community
Involvement [SCI

Appendices:
Appendix 1: Review of Plans and Programmes
Appendix 2: South Kesteven Baseline Data
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APPENDIX 1: Requirements of Relevant Plans and Programmes
Introduction
This Appendix sets out the plans and programmes which have informed the Local Plan.
Document/Plan/Programme
International
EU Directive 2001/42/EC [the SEA Directive]

The Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2010 (the Habitats Directive)

European Union (2009) Conservation of Wild
Birds (Birds Directive) 2009/147/EC
European Union (2000) Water Framework
Directive 2000/60/EC
The Ramsar Convention on Wetland of
International Importance (1971)

Council of Europe (2000) European Landscape
Convention (Florence Convention)

Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements

Key issues for Local Plan

To provide for a high level of protection of the environment;
To promote sustainable development by integrating
environmental considerations into plan preparation and
adoption;
Sets out detailed requirements of environmental assessment
required for plans such as DPDs.
To conserve flora and fauna and natural habitats of EU
importance;
To safeguard species needing strict protection.
Consolidates the various amendments to the EU (1992)
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna & Flora
(Habitats Directive) 92/43/EEC.
Sec 9(5) places a duty on all LAs to have regard to the
requirements of the Habitats Directive.
To protect all naturally occurring wild bird species and their
habitats, with particular protection of rare species.
To secure a safe future water supply;
To improve, and control, the quality of water by identifying, and
ultimately eliminating, hazardous substances.
A commitment by the signatories to conserve wetland of
international importance, especially waterfowl habitat.

Preparation of SA/SEA report to accompany all
Development Plans;
Ensure compliance with requirements of SEA
Directive.

Promotes landscape protection and integrates landscape into
planning policies [Arts 3,5,6];
Defines "landscape character" as: "a distinct and recognisable
pattern of elements that occur consistently in a particular type
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Ensure protection of wildlife‐designated areas.

Ensure protection of wildlife‐designated areas.
Develop plan policies to support overall
objectives and requirements;
Protect and improve water quality.
There are no Ramsar sites within South Kesteven.
Rutland Water, a designated Ramsar site, is
located just outside the District, a short distance
from Stamford.
Plans should contain policies aimed at ensuring
that development does not compromise the
distinctiveness of the local landscape character;
Landscape character will be assessed using local
Appendix 1 page 1

Document/Plan/Programme

Council of Europe (1985) The Convention for
the Protection of the Architectural Heritage
of Europe (Granada Convention)

Council of Europe (1992) The European
Convention for the Protection of
Archaeological Heritage (Valetta Convention)

EU Ambient Air Quality Directive
(2008/50/EC) & Directive 2004/107/EC
The Environmental Noise Directive
2002/49/EC
EU Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC)

EU Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC

EU Floods Directive (2007/60/EC)

Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements
of landscape".

Key issues for Local Plan
studies: Landscape Character Assessment and
Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study.
Recognises that heritage conservation is important in improving Plan should contain policies which ensure the
the quality of life;
protection of heritage assets;
Aims to protect and conserve architectural heritage [monuments Archaeological evaluation of sites prior to
and sites];
allocation.
Recognises there must be a balance between using and
conserving heritage assets.
Agreement that conservation and enhancement of
Plan should contain policies which ensure the
archaeological heritage is one of the goals of urban and regional protection of heritage assets;
planning policy;
Archaeological evaluation of sites prior to
Need for co‐operation between archaeologists and planners to
allocation.
ensure optimum conservation and archaeological heritage.
Limits & targets for pollutants in outdoor air set by the Air
Ensure that development does not contribute to
Quality (Standards) Regulations 2010.
increased air pollution.
Concerns noise from road, rail and air traffic and from industry;
Avoid siting development and/or allocations in
Sets standards for noise emissions from specific sources.
areas where noise standards will be exceeded.
Aims to reduce reliance on landfill for disposal of waste;
No direct policy issues identified.
Sets minimum standard for landfills across EU;
Sets out targets to reduce biodegrade municipal waste sent to
landfill by increments to 35% of the 1995 level by 2020.
Legislative framework for collection, transport, recovery &
No direct policy issues identified.
disposal of waste;
Defines waste;
Sets targets: at least 50% household waste by weight re‐used or
recycled and at least 70% construction / demolition waste
recovered by 2020;
Sets out 5 steps for dealing with waste, ranked by environmental
impact: 'waste hierarchy';
Transposed into UK law through Waste (England and Wales)
Regulations 2011
Aims to reduce and manage risks that foods pose to human
Ensure new development and allocations do not
health, environment, cultural heritage & economic activity;
contribute to increased flood risk;
Requires assessment of all water courses for flood risk, map
Where areas of flood risk cannot be avoided, take
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Renewable Energy Directive (2009/28/EC)

National
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG)
Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (March
2012)
Localism Act 2011
The Wildlife and Countryside Act (as
amended) 1981

Countryside and Rights of Way (CroW) Act

Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements
flood extent and assets & people at risk, and take adequate and
co‐ordinated measures to reduce flood risk.
Encourages energy efficiency, energy consumption from
renewable sources and improvement of energy supplies;
Places requirement on UK to source 15% energy needs from
renewable sources by 2020;
Requires national action plans to set out share of energy from
renewables for transport, electricity and heating for 2020.

Requires Local Planning Authorities to carry out Sustainability
Appraisal of plans during preparation;
Requires plans to be prepared with the objective of contributing
to the achievement of sustainable development.
Sets out Government's priorities for planning;
Presumption in favour of sustainable development;
Plans should meet objectively assessed needs and be sufficiently
flexible to adapt to rapid change;
No targets, but provides policy detail for 13 topics;
Places a duty to co‐operate on LAs in respect of matters of
strategic importance.
Provides further guidance to support the NPPF
Sets out Government's policy for traveller sites;
To ensure fair and equal treatment for travellers;
To reduce the number of authorised encampments.
Introduced neighbourhood planning.
Provides for protection of all wild birds and a number of other
wild animals and plants. Sec 28G also places duty on LAs to
further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or
geological or physiographical features for which SSSIs have been
selected.
Provides for public access on foot to certain types of land,
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Key issues for Local Plan
steps to ensure it can be made safe
Plans to contain policies supporting production of
energy from renewable sources.

Ensure plans are subject to SA at all stages of
production;
Ensure policies within plans contribute to
sustainable development objectives.
Identify sustainable sites for development which
meets identified needs;
Develop policies which support the local
economy, both urban and rural;
Develop policies to enhance town centres;
Ensure delivery of appropriate mix of housing
types to meet needs of District.
Following guidance will ensure that Plans are in
conformity with NPPF.
Develop policies which address the needs of the
travelling community.
Provide support for communities wishing to
prepare Neighbourhood Plans
Ensure protection of habitats and species.

Ensure protection of habitats and species;
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2000

Environmental Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Regulations 2004
Natural Environment White Paper: The
Natural Choice, June 2011

Space for People: Targeting Action for
Woodland Access (The Woodland Trust,
2010)

Nature Nearby: Accessible Natural
Greenspace Guidance (March 2010), Natural
England

The Natural Choice: Securing the Value of
Nature (June, 2011)

Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements
amends law relating to public rights of way, increases measures
for management and protection for SSSIs and strengthens
wildlife enforcement legislation, and provides for better
management of AONBs.
Sets out the requirements of environmental assessment
required for all development plans.
Outlines the government's vision for the natural environment
and set out a number of specific commitments: including
further research; additional legislation; establishing additional
partnerships.
Implementation update [Feb 2014] shows that 2/3 of
commitments have been completed and work proceeding on
many others.
Woodland Trust Access Standard aspire to:
• at least one area of accessible woodland of at least 2ha
within 500m from home;
• at least one area of accessible woodland of at least 20ha
within 4km [8km round trip] of home.
Approach: maintain current levels of access; accurate data; and
increase area of existing woodland which is accessible.
Includes tables to show requirements by district.
Natural England's Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard
[ANGSt] recommends that everyone should have accessible
natural greenspace:
• at least 2ha within 5mins [300m] of home;
• at least 1 20ha site within 2km of home;
• 1 accessible 100ha site within 5km of home; and
• 1 accessible 500ha site within 10km of home; plus
• minimum of 1ha statutory Local Nature Reserve per
thousand population.
Aim: by 2020 halt biodiversity loss; development of Local Nature
Partnerships; establish Nature Improvement Areas; consider
value of nature in all impact assessment; retain protection and
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Key issues for Local Plan
Have regard to public footpaths and rights of way
when allocating sites.

The Sustainability Appraisal which accompanies
any development document must comply with
the requirements of the Regulations.
Plans should reflect the vision of this document.

Part of green infrastructure network:
Data could be used as evidence to support use of
S106 and/or CIL monies to create new accessible
woodland.

Part of green infrastructure network:

Protection of ecological networks: designated
and of local importance; integrate green
infrastructure into new development; address
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Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements
improvement of natural environment as a core objective of
planning system; creation of Local Green Areas designation;
develop key indicators to monitor progress for the Biodiversity
Strategy for England.
Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s
Sets out range of actions to improve the status of biodiversity in
Wildlife and Ecosystem Services (DEFRA,
a number of sectors: Agriculture; Forestry; Planning &
2011)
Development; Water Management; Marine Management; and
Fisheries. Addresses pressure from Air Pollution and Invasive
Non‐Native Species.
Planning system must guide development to best locations,
encourage greener design and enable development to enhance
natural networks. Protection and improvement of natural
environment to be retained as core objective of planning
system.
UK post 2010 Biodiversity Framework (JNCC & Sets out broad framework for action across UK up to 2020:
defra, 2012)
includes identifying priority work at UK level to deliver targets
and streamlining governance arrangements.
Vision: by 2050 biodiversity valued, conserved, restores &
wisely used, maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining healthy
planet & delivering benefits essential for all people.
Goals: Address underlying causes of biodiversity loss; Reduce
pressure on biodiversity & promote sustainable use;
Safeguarding ecosystems, species & genetic diversity; Enhance
benefits to all from biodiversity & ecosystems; Enhance
implementation through participation.
Safeguarding Our Soils: A Strategy for England Vision to 2030: All England's soils managed sustainably and
(DEFRA, 2009)
degradation threats tackled successfully and soils will have been
improved and safeguarded for future generations.
Places a duty of LAs to have regard to conservation of
biodiversity. Under Sec 41 the SoS is required to publish list of
habitats and species which of principle importance for the
conservation of biodiversity in England.
Water for Life, White Paper, (December 2011) Sets out Government's visions for securing sustainable &

Key issues for Local Plan
identified deficiencies.

Ensure policies contribute to objective of no net
loss of biodiversity, promotes multi‐functional
development and protects best and most
versatile agricultural land.
Reduce emissions from transport sources by
locating development in areas which reduce the
need to travel.

Consider how policies can contribute towards the
aims and goals.

Protect agricultural land;
Where possible, ensure development occurs on
brownfield land, or remediated contaminated
land.

The Natural Environment and Rural
Communities (NERC) Act 2006

South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015

Continue to consult with EA and AW to ensure
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Catchment Based Approach: Improving the
Quality of the Water Environment (Defra,
May 2013)

Water Resources Management Plan 2015
[Anglian Water]

The UK Low Carbon Transition Plan: National
Strategy for Climate & Energy

The National Adaptation Programme –
Making the Country Resilient to a Changing
Climate (Defra, 2013)

Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements
resilient water supplies up to 2050; proposes new legislation
with view to implementing new abstraction regime by mid
2020s; highlights value of catchment approach to addressing
water quality issues, outlines package of deregulatory reforms to
introduce more competition in water industry.
Promote understanding of environment at local level;
Encourage local collaboration and transparent decision‐making
to improve water environment;
Encourage catchment partnerships to support river basin
management planning objectives;
Environment Agency central role.
Plan for period 2015‐2040 showing how AW will maintain
balance between water supplies and demand and how AW
expects to address increased population, climate change and
growing environmental need.
SK is in Central Lincolnshire: no deficits forecast; growth
predicted by LAs but expected sufficient headroom and supply‐
demand risk is minimal.
Sets out transition plan for building a low carbon UK: cutting
emission; maintaining secure energy supplies; maximising
economic opportunities; and protecting the most vulnerable.
Aims: cut emissions by 18% of 2008 level by 2020; produce 30%
of electricity from renewables by 2020; cut emissions from
transport by 14% of 2008 level by 2020; make homes greener by
helping households to become more energy efficient.
To provide clear framework to enable planning system to deliver
sustainable development that minimises vulnerability and
provides resilience to impacts of climate change;
To develop local flood‐risk management strategies and consider
effect of future climate change and increasing severity of
weather events;
Continue to encourage uptake of property level protection to
reduce impacts of floods on people and property.

South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015

Key issues for Local Plan
that development does not threaten the supply‐
demand balance.

Continue to consult with AW to ensure that
development does not threaten the supply‐
demand balance.

Continue to consult with AW to ensure that
development does not threaten the supply‐
demand balance.

Consider how policies can contribute to aims.

Reflect climate risks and sustainable
development in Local Plans;
Support retrofitting, green‐build and the design
and management of green spaces;
Ensure policy framework supports increase in
community resilience;
Ensure provision of up‐to‐date local plan;
Take flood‐risk and air‐pollution data into
account;
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Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements

Noise Policy Statement for England, March
2010

Vision: promote good health and quality of life through effective
management of noise, within context of sustainable
development;
Aims: through effective management and control of
environmental, neighbour and neighbourhood noise, within
context of sustainable development, to:
• avoid significant adverse impacts on health and quality of
life;
• mitigate and minimising adverse impacts on health and
quality of life; and
• where possible contribute to improvement of health and
quality of life.
Marmot Review (2010) Fair Society, Healthy
Independent review to propose most effective evidence‐based
Lives: A Strategic Review Of Health
strategies for reducing health inequalities in England from 2010;
Inequalities in England Post 2010.
Various indicators for social determinants of health, health
outcomes and social inequality [corresponding to policy
recommendations in Fair Society, Healthy Lives] for Lincolnshire.
Department of Health (2010) Healthy Lives,
New public health system to address root causes of poor health
Healthy People, White Paper, Our Strategy for and well‐being;
Public Health in England
Locally‐led system [Unitary Local Authorities to deliver services]
from April 2013; health & well‐being boards sponsored by Public
Health England.
Local
NHS Lincolnshire and Lincolnshire County
Council Joint Health and Well Being Strategy
for Lincolnshire 2013‐2018, (September
2012).

Promote integrated working between NHS & local government;
Priorities: promote healthier lifestyles, improve health & well‐
being of older people, deliver high quality systematic care for
major causes of ill‐health & disability, improve health & reduce
inequalities for children, tackle social determinants of health;
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Key issues for Local Plan
To work with communities, EA & other
stakeholders to put in place up‐to‐date local
plans consistent with NPPF, including policies on
tackling climate‐related impacts, such as
flooding.
Consider the sources of noise pollution and how
planning policies can reduce noise pollution.

Consider how planning policies can contribute to
goals of equality and health equity.

To address the wider determinants of health
[housing, the environment and local economy]
that could impact on physical and mental health
and so help to reduce health inequalities.

Ensure development meets the needs of the
population;
Ensure development meets the needs of specific
groups of people: housing for older people;
special care accommodation; affordable housing;
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Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements

Lincolnshire Sustainable Services Review: A
Blueprint for Future Health and Care Services
in Lincolnshire, Final Draft November 2013

Review of health and social care services in Lincolnshire;
Establishes blueprint for future delivery to meet needs of
present and future population;
Aims to meet majority of health and care needs "in the
community" rather than major hospitals;
Ambition to be fulfilled by development of "Neighbourhood
Teams";
Phase 2 to consider "Estate Management" to accommodate
proposed changes.
Sets out how EA will management water resources in catchment
and provides information on how EA will manage existing
abstraction licences and water availability for further
abstraction;
Existing licences expected to be renewed;
No new licences.
To establish policies for sustainable flood risk management for
the long term;
Considers all types of inland flooding [rivers, groundwater,
surface water and tidal but not coastal];
Policies/proposals of relevance to SK: to work with partners to
develop a Surface Water Management plan for Grantham.
Integrated approach to use of catchment water resources.
Study reports on Phase 1: to evaluate & develop agreed
approach with key stakeholders toward sustainable water
resource management, partnership approach to delivery of
necessary mechanisms and infrastructure;
Includes habitats and species data;
Recommendation for Phase 2 detailed design stage to include
quantative data from AW and IDBs, population growth and
distribution data;
Includes condition data in respect of SSSIs and SACs in SK, Higher
Level Stewardship area extends from dyke to DSJ.

The River Witham Catchment Abstraction
Management (CAM), EA, Feb 2013

The River Welland Catchment Flood
Management Plan (CFMP)

River Glen Integrated Catchment
Management Study (2014) ‐ LWT & EA &
partners
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Key issues for Local Plan
Locate development where it can help people
lead healthier lifestyles.
Ensure health and social care provision are taken
into account when considering plans for growth
throughout the District;
Consider implications of Phase 2 of the review.

Continue to consult with EA to development does
not threaten the demand‐supply balance.

To be taken into account when assessing
potential development land, to ensure allocation
sites are not located in areas at risk of flooding.

Consider when assessing potential development
land, to ensure allocation sites are not in
sensitive locations;
Condition data of interest for District baseline.
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River Basin Management Plans
Anglian River Basin Management Plan [to be
updated 2015]

Anglian River Basin District ‐ consultation on
Draft Flood Risk Management Plan [October
2014 ‐ January 2015] [Final document to be
published by December 2015]

Lincolnshire Biodiversity Partnership (2011)
Lincolnshire Biodiversity Action Plan 2011 ‐
2020 (3rd Edition).

Lincolnshire Biodiversity Partnership (2010)
Lincolnshire Local Geodiversity Action Plan

Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements
81% rivers to reach good status by 2015 [or by 2021];
Promote sustainable use of water as a natural resource;
Conserve habitats & species dependant on water;
Reduce or phase out pollutants which threaten aquatic
environment;
Contribute to mitigating effects of droughts and floods;
Interim report to be published by 2012.
Consultation on new Flood Risk Management Plan required by
EU Floods Directive. Sets out proposed measures to manage
flood risk 2015‐2021 and beyond.
Aims: help develop/promote better understanding of flood and
coastal erosion risk; provide information about economic and
environmental benefits to inform decision‐makers; identify
communities with highest risk of flooding so investment can be
targeted appropriately.
Summaries: risk of flooding from rivers, the sea and reservoirs
for entire Anglian River Basin District as well as from some local
sources [such as surface‐water runoff, ground water, sewers and
ordinary water courses].
Will develop sewerage management plans for high risk
catchments throughout AMP6 to inform future investment.
Various programmes: including Local Flood Risk Management
Strategies and work on Mow Beck, Grantham.
Conservation and enhancement of Lincolnshire's biodiversity;
Ensuring recognition of contribution of biodiversity to life in
Lincolnshire;
Ensuring that biodiversity conservation is sustainable and that
the benefits are felt by society, the economy and the
environment;
Provide and gather information to monitor progress and allow
decisions to be made based on sound evidence;
Includes a range of targets for species and habitat action plans.
Develop and maintain an audit of geodiversity resource in
Lincolnshire;
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Key issues for Local Plan
Follow planning guidance to reduce physical
impacts of urban development;
Promote use of SuDS where appropriate;
ensure new developments require water
efficiency standards [linked to Code for
Sustainable Homes level 3 and above, and
BREEAM standards].
To be taken into account when assessing
potential development land, to ensure allocation
sites are not located in areas at risk of flooding.

Include protection for wildlife sites and species in
policies;
Ensure that known and potential sites for
protected species are taken into account when
considering sites for allocation;
Include biodiversity targets where appropriate.

Ensure that known Local Geological Sites are
taken into account when considering sites for
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The Historic Landscape Characterisation
Project for Lincolnshire 2011

Joint Lincolnshire Flood Risk and Drainage
Management Strategy, 2012‐2025

Part IV of The Environment Act 1995
Lincolnshire County Council (2013) 4th Local
Transport Plan: 2013/14 – 2022/23

Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise
Partnership Strategic Economic Plan, Mar
2014

Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements
Conserve and develop Lincolnshire's geodiversity;
Raise awareness of geodiversity;
Have geodiversity included in local plans by 2015.
Descriptions of the historic nature of the landscape and
settlements of the County. County is divided into Landscape
Character Areas, each of which is sub‐divided into Character
Zones.
To manage likelihood & impact of flooding;
Work with local communities to ensure flood risk & drainage
management services meet local needs;
Minimise inappropriate development in flood risk areas;
Contribute to better water quality & environmental benefits;
CC as sustainable drainage systems approving body from April
2014;
Strategy Review 2017.
LAs to review air quality and designate AQMA where
appropriate;
Sets out transport strategy and includes priorities and
programmes for transport related issues throughout the County.
Objectives include to support the local economy and encourage
sustainable growth. Identifies the main challenges as:
supporting growth and the local economy; improving access to
employment, training and key services; and contributing to a
healthier community. Of specific relevance to South Kesteven:
forward funding to enable the construction of the Grantham
East‐West Relief Road.
Drive growth of agri‐food, manufacturing & visitor businesses;
Create opportunities in health care, low carbon & ports and
logistics;
Drive growth by helping to expand skills, modern
telecommunications, infrastructure improvements;
Promote Greater Lincolnshire as place for sustainable growth
through improved transport infrastructure;
Recognise need for new housing for existing population and
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Key issues for Local Plan
allocation.

For reference when assessing the impact of
development.

District Council is member of Lincolnshire Flood
Risk and Drainage Management Partnership;
plans to have regard to local and national
strategies;
duty to have regard to lead local flood authority
scrutiny processes;
plans to have regard to all forms of flood risk;
have regard to AQMAs when identifying sites for
allocation;
Consider how plan can contribute to Transport
Plan objectives.

Policies to enable delivery of Grantham Southern
Relief Road.
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Lincolnshire Sustainable Community Strategy
to 2030 [South Kesteven section]

Peterborough Sub‐Regional Strategic Housing
Market Assessment, July 2014

South Kesteven District Council District Sports
Facilities Assessment

South Kesteven District Council Landscape
Character Assessment
South Kesteven District Council Landscape
Sensitivity and Capacity Study

Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements
newcomers, and to support balanced housing and economic
development through promoting area's capacity to deliver high‐
quality growth;
Lead projects include Grantham Southern Relief Road, Unlocking
Rural Housing Programme, Innovation Programme [businesses],
Grantham College
Vision:
Vibrant communities where people enjoy life;
Opportunities for good heath;
One of the healthiest and most sustainable economies in
Europe;
Good connections between people, services, communities and
places;
Rich diverse environments, heritage and cultures that residents
and visitors enjoy;
Grantham Growth Point ‐ major housing expansion,
enhancement of town centre, improved local infrastructure;
Bourne Core Area redevelopment.
Prepared in conjunction with Peterborough CC, Rutland CC and
South Holland DC. Considers housing needs to 2036.
Identifies a need within SK of 660‐710 additional homes per
annum; affordable housing need identified at approx 50%;
provides guidance on mix of house types.
Identifies shortfalls in the provision of specific sports facilities
such as sports hall and pitches

Identifies distinct Landscape Character Areas within the District;
Provides guidance to ensure successful integration of future
development within the environment.
Assesses sensitivity and capacity of identified areas around
Grantham, Stamford and Deepings;
Provides fine grain assessment of specified area to ensure
successful integration of future development within the
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Key issues for Local Plan

Identify potential sites for allocation which help
to support these objectives;
Ensure development does not compromises the
overall objectives.

Housing is a key issue: SHMA forms part of the
evidence base to inform policies and choice of
sites for allocation.

Consider relationship of need with the provision
of development sites;
Consider whether sites should be allocated for
sports facilities where there is an identified need.
Consider assessment guidance to reflect the
character and local distinctiveness of the
landscape.
Assessment to be taken into account when
considering sites for allocation.
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South Kesteven District Council Employment
Land Review

Local Plans of neighbouring authorities

Strategic Housing Land Availability

Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements
environment;
Identifies capacity of named sites to absorb development;
Assessment of sensitivity of landscape in named areas where
development is considered.
Assesses employment areas for their continued suitability for
employment use.

Peterborough City Council;
Newark and Sherwood District Council;
South Holland District Council;
Central Lincolnshire Joint Planning Unit;
Rutland County Council;
Melton Borough Council.
Assess all sites suggested to the Council for housing
development against a standard set of criteria.

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment

Considers the level of risk of flooding across the District, from all
potential known sources;
Identifies areas within the District suitable for sustainable
drainage systems.

Study of Open Space, Sport & Recreation in
South Kesteven (April, 2009)

Assesses the quantity and quality of open space, recreation and
sports facilities in the District;
Provides local standard for new provision;
Provides technical advice on existing provision.
Maps existing green infrastructure;
Highlights shortfalls in provision and suggests means to rectify
shortfalls.
Sets out the delivery and mechanisms for the proposed increase
of about 8500 new homes in Grantham, including the timetable
for the delivery of homes on an annual basis;
Sets out associated highway improvement, employment and

Green Infrastructure Strategy

Grantham Growth Point Programme of
Delivery (POD)
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Key issues for Local Plan

Ensure sufficient deliverable and developable
land is identified to meet the need of the
economy for the plan period;
Ensure protection for existing employment sites
where they are well located.
Consider the implications of neighbouring
authorities' plans on specific site allocations;
Include issues such as wildlife/biodiversity;
landscape character; accessibility/transport';
social infrastructure; flood risk.
Sites assessed as suitable for housing
development should be considered as part of the
allocation process.
Ensure potential allocations are not located in
areas at risk of flooding;
Ensure that allocated site contribute positively to
reducing the impact of surface water run‐off;
Consider suitability of allocations for SuDS.
Incorporate the local standard into policy to
ensure new provision;
Identify appropriate open space provision as part
of site allocation.
Seek to protect, improve and increase green
infrastructure provision as part of new
development.
Ensure site allocations are made to support the
objectives of the growth point, including housing
development and employment allocations, site
protection and relocation package;
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Aims/Objectives/Policies/Requirements
town centre regeneration schemes.

Grantham Water Cycle Study (Stages 1 and
2a)

Assesses the capacity of existing water and sewerage
infrastructure to accommodate planned growth;
Identifies and begins to assess the implications of potential
solutions to water infrastructure shortfall.

Detailed Water Cycle Study for District
[excluding Grantham]

Assesses the capacity of existing water and sewerage
infrastructure to accommodate planned growth;
Identifies and begins to assess the implications of potential
solutions to water infrastructure shortfall.
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Key issues for Local Plan
Ensure infrastructure and essential linkages
enable the town to fulfil its role as a sub‐regional
centre.
Ensure the necessary infrastructure
improvements recommended are incorporated
into plans for development in Grantham;
Consider implications of allocations on existing
and proposed improvements to water
infrastructure.
Ensure the necessary infrastructure
improvements recommended are incorporated
into plans for development in the District;
Consider implications of allocations on existing
and proposed improvements to water
infrastructure.
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APPENDIX 2: South Kesteven Baseline Data
Baseline Data has been collected since the first Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Assessment (SA/SEA) was prepared in 2008,
and updated on a regular basis. The Sustainability Appraisal reports which accompanied the adoption of the Core Strategy in 2010 and the Site
Allocation and Policies (SAP) in 2014 included the most recent Baseline Data at the time of adoption.
The data in both reports has been compared, and updated where more recent information is available, with a view to determining whether
the environmental, social and economic indicators monitored have been impacted by Core Strategy and SAP policies. The following questions
need to be addressed for each indicator:
• which policy does the indicator relate to?
• does the application of the policy have any effect on the indicator?
• what is the relevance of the data which is being collected?
Effects of adopted policies
Baseline data is collected to enable future impacts [of strategy, policy and site development] to be predicted. It is a snapshot of the current
environmental, social and economic position at a given moment in time. It is updated regularly, and analysis of the results should show where
these have been affected by the implementation of planning policies. Where data is being collected which does not have a clear relationship
with policies, then the appropriateness of that indicator should be considered.
Monitoring of policies
Baseline indicators and the policies to which they relate are included the table below. What needs to be addressed is whether the data can be
used for monitoring purposes, i.e. to show the effectiveness, or otherwise, of the policy. Questions asked are:
• can the effectiveness of the policy be monitored using the data?
• has the application of the policy made any difference to the data?
• can any change in the indicator be attributed to the application of the policy?
Relevance of data
The relevance of the data being collected has also been questioned: where it is not, or can not, be used to show whether a policy is, or is not,
working, then it may be that there is little point in actually collecting it. Data not needed for monitoring purposes may still be useful if there
are other reasons for recording it.
South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015

Appendix 2 page 1

The SA/SEA process requires that the state of the District's environment, economy and social well‐being is established, in order that issues
which need to be addressed through the planning system can be identified. Data appropriate to the three strands of the assessment should be
identified and updated on a regular basis to enable trends and significant changes to be identified. This should be used to predict and monitor
the effects of policies.
The District's environmental, economic and social health is documented in the District profile which accompanies the SA/SEA report. This
profile includes much information about the nature of South Kesteven and the lives of its inhabitants, but not all of it has a direct relationship
to planning matters.
Indicators and data collected
The indicators and data collected are shown below, together with the result of the comparison between data collected for the adoption of the
Core Strategy and that of the SAP [updated where possible]. The appropriateness of each indicator is discussed in the commentary and the
issues which have been identified are noted. Also included in the tables are suggested new indicators [some of which replace ones which are
considered out‐of‐date].

Environmental:
Baseline Indicator

area of land designated
as SSSI

% SSSI in favourable
condition

Core Strategy base
date of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]
535ha
breakdown:
27 SSSIs
10 LWT nature
reserves
21 Roadside Nature
Reserves
12 RIGS
236 SNCIs
+ 2 Natura 2000 sites
60% [2005]

2014 data

comparison: Core Strategy
and SAP

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

535ha
breakdown:
27 SSSIs
10 LWT nature
reserves
21 Roadside Nature
Reserves
12 RIGS
214 SNCIs
+ 2 Natura 2000 sites
54.33%

The number of SNCIs appears
to have reduced, although the
area of SSSIs has remained
constant;
more up‐to‐date information
will be available when the
wildlife sites review has been
completed [draft expected
early 2015 and final report
expected 2016]
SSSI condition worsened
between 2010 and 2013 but
there appears to have been an

The effect of development on
designated wildlife sites is one
of the criteria to be
considered when making
allocations or determining
applications.
The number of designated
sites, their condition and any
increase or decrease, does
not indicate whether the
policy is effective.
Consider renaming indicator
"area of land designated as

Local Plan Proposals Map
protect existing sites
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protect existing and
encourage recovery
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Baseline Indicator

Core Strategy base
date of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]

2014 data

comparison: Core Strategy
and SAP

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

improvement since, although
not yet back to position in 2010
No local designations

Wildlife Sites" to reflect the
diversity of sites of wildlife
interest.

no issues identified

NLUD data has not been
collated after 2009

Data is no longer collected:
Indicator no longer
appropriate [see SHLAA]
Indicator no longer
appropriate [see SHLAA]

sites designated as
Local/National Nature
Reserve
area of previously
developed land which
is vacant or derelict
amount of land
identified in Urban
Capacity Study [2005]
amount of land
identified in SHLAA

none designated

suitable sites = 112
capacity = 16,459
[2008]

suitable sites = 92
capacity = 11,675
[2014]

capacity still in excess of Core
Strategy requirement

% new housing on
previously developed
land [PDL]

56% [2006/07]

53% [2013/14]

Percentage varies year‐on‐year
‐ no trend identified;
2013/14 data shows 53%

none designated

Urban Capacity Study not
repeated: replaced by SHLAA

contaminated land
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Environmental Health
programme to assess sites
known to be contaminated

The amount of land and
number of sites identified
does not indicate whether or
not the policies are working:
Could be used to identify
where additional sites might
be found if LA no longer has a
5 year supply or further
allocations required
Policies prioritise
development on PDL but
make no quantum
commitment:
Both Trajectory and
Monitoring Framework show
brownfield targets:
Data does not relate to any
specific policy: Consider
appropriateness of indicator:
Information useful for
assessing suitability of land
for allocation and/or

Asses all SHLAA sites for
consideration as
housing policies /
allocations

maintain or increase
percentage
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Baseline Indicator

Core Strategy base
date of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]

2014 data

comparison: Core Strategy
and SAP

agricultural land

789 agricultural
holdings
74,164 ha [June 2007]

480 agricultural
holdings
70,715 ha [June 2010
pub 2014]

Number of holdings down by
40% although the amount of
agricultural land only slightly
reduced

% major rivers rated as
good/fair [chemical;
biological]
water abstraction

Data from EA shows most
rivers good/fair
No indicator

developments
incorporating SuDS

extant planning
permission for new
dwellings in High Risk
Flood Areas
% of District at high risk
of flooding
air quality

Not monitored, therefore,
indicator cannot be used to
judge the effectiveness of the
policy

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

development
Policies state preference for
PDL over GF sites and NPPF
[para 112] states lowest grade
agricultural land should be
used first:
Indicator cannot be used to
show whether policies
working
Consider appropriateness of
indicator

avoid development on
best and most versatile
agricultural land

Consider removing indicator:
Issue will be identified in
Plans and Programmes
EN4 requires good &
sustainable design but
introduction of national
requirement for SuDS
approvals will negate need for
local policy
Data can be used to show
effectiveness of policy

avoid development in
high risk areas

no approvals contrary
to EA advice

no approvals contrary
to EA advice

No planning permissions have
been granted contrary to EA
advice

approx 10%

approx 10%
1.7% population at
risk of flooding [2010]
all air quality statutory
requirements met:
Wharf Road,
Grantham and Brook
Street / Manthorpe

No change in area at risk of
flooding

Data can be used to show
effectiveness of policy

avoid development in
high risk areas

Ongoing monitoring by
Environmental Health;
evidence from AQMA can help
with location of development

Indicator used to inform
decisions about allocations

ensure that new
development does not
adversely impact on
existing AQMAs

all air quality statutory
requirements met:
one AQMA = Wharf
Road, Grantham
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Baseline Indicator

Core Strategy base
date of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]

2014 data

comparison: Core Strategy
and SAP

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

Targets met and no new data
available
Reduction in amount of landfill
waste after District‐wide
introduction of twin‐bin
collection continues [after
11/12 contaminated waste has
been sent to heat recovery]

target met: remove indicator

Road, Grantham
AQMAs combined and
now includes High
Street / London Road
SAP target 60‐70 by
2011
amount of household
waste collected
amount of household
waste recycled
amount of waste to
landfill / to heat
recovery
designated heritage
assets

listed buildings at risk
scheduled monuments
at risk
conservation areas
conservation area
appraisals completed

52,816 tonnes

2154 Listed Buildings
100 Scheduled
Monuments

39,801 tonnes
[2011/12]
15,860 tonnes
[2011/12]
22,655 tonnes + 1,286
tonnes to heat
recovery [2011/12]
2151 Listed Buildings
94 Scheduled
Monuments

G1 & G2* = 8
G2 = not known
1

G1 & G2* = 11
G2 = 1
1

47
11 [December 2008]

48
17 appraised in last 5
years
14 under review [June
2013]
10 [inc 2 out of
district]

17,440 tonnes
35,375 tonnes

registered parks &
gardens

10

number of dwellings

58,033 [2008]

59,530 [2011]
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No apparent change in number
of listed buildings or scheduled
monuments;
data shows an increase in
number of LBs and SMs at risk;
ongoing reappraisal of CAs
continues;

Data provides useful
information for the District
profile BUT has no direct
relevance to any planning
policies and cannot,
therefore, be used to monitor
the effect of policies
The effect of development on
the historic environment is
among the criteria to be
considered when making
allocations or determining
planning applications.
It is not clear that these
indicators can be used to
demonstrate that EN1 is, or is
not, working

protect and enhance
existing heritage assets

protect and enhance
continue programme of
assessment

resist development which
impacts on sites on the
register of historic parks
and gardens
Data shows and increase of
1,500 in the number of
dwellings between 2008 and

Data can be used to show
effectiveness of policy
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Baseline Indicator

Core Strategy base
date of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]

2014 data

comparison: Core Strategy
and SAP

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

landscape character
areas

7

7

EN1 requires development to
be appropriate to the LCA.
Indicator does not show the
effectiveness of EN1
No policy relevance:
Consider appropriateness of
indicator
No policy relevance:
Consider appropriateness of
indicator

ensure development
respects the LCA

Tree Preservation
Orders

362

382 [2013]

Data shows number of TPOs
increased by 20 between 2008
and 2011
no notices have been applied
for since 2007

2014 data

comparison Core Strategy and
SAP

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

10/11 = 190
11/12 = 117
12/13 =56
13/14 = 91

Targets generally met;

Data can be used to show
effectiveness of policy

identify level of need
ensure up‐to‐date
surveys for assessment

Appears to be a steady fall in
recorded crimes per 1,000
population
Road casualty rate appears
steady

No policy relevance:
Consider removing indicator

2011

Hedgerow Removal
Notices

social:
Baseline Indicator

number of affordable
homes built annually

Core Strategy base
date of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]
07/08 = 155
08/09 = 289
09/10 = 190

recorded crimes [per
1,000 population]
overall road accident
casualty rate [per 1,000
population]
School Travel Plans to
DES standards
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Al Lincolnshire Schools have
accredited School Travel Plans;
new schools will be required to
prepare a Travel Plan;

No policy relevance:
Consider removing indicator
No policy relevance:
Consider removing indicator
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Baseline Indicator

% population with
greenspace access: 20ha
site within 2km; 100 site
within 5km; 1 site within
10km
major attractions:

% residents very satisfied
or fairly satisfied with:
entertainment & eating
out recreational; sports
and leisure facilities
provided by Council;
culture & arts

Core Strategy base
date of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]
100% within 10km of
accessible natural
greenspace

2014 data

comparison Core Strategy and
SAP

commentary

All population of District is
within 10km of accessible
natural greenspace;
this is unlikely to change

Not monitored ‐ Consider
removing this indicator:
Replace with indicator which
is relevant to policy SAP10
standards
No relevance to planning:
Consider removing indicator

Data taken from results of
Household Survey, conducted
in 2007. The survey exercise
has not been repeated.

Data is out‐of‐date and,
therefore, of little value:
Consider removing indicator
and replace with more
appropriate indicator

Belton House,
Grimsthorpe Castle,
Tallington Lakes,
Burghley House,
Belvoir Castle,
Rutland Water

70%;

Issues for the Local Plan

51.6%;
43.4%

% shopping in Grantham,
Stamford, Bourne &
Deepings
% shopping out of District
number of village
communities containing:
GP; school; regular bus
route; food/local shop

Retain indicator with
appropriate retail figures
from Retail Needs Study

88%
12%
GP = 12 [inc 3 p/t]
school = 28
regular bus = 22
food/local shop = 23

GP = 9 [+ 1 p/t]
school = 28
regular bus = 24
food/local shop = 19
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closures of some GP surgeries
and local shops

Consider re‐survey of parishes
to ensure up‐to‐date data in
respect of community
facilities:
Downward trend could
indicate that SAP1 is not
working.
Data could inform any future
review of Local Service
Centres [policy SP2].

assess extent to which
sustainability affected by
decline in services and
seek solutions
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Baseline Indicator

Core Strategy base
date of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]
80 / 21 practices
[2007]

2014 data

comparison Core Strategy and
SAP

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

103 / 19 practices
[2014]

Number of GPs/GP practices
remains steady

Reduction may indicate SAP1
is not working

2001: 124,792:
61,108 (M) 63,684 (F)
age band
2001
0‐15
20%
16‐64
63%
64+
16.5%

2011: 133,788:
64,656 (M) 69,132 (F)
age band
2011
0‐15
18%
16‐64
62.4%
64+
19.1%

Latest ONS data shows
increase in population of
District and confirms national
trend of aging population

% population of pension
age [60+]

2001: 18.93%

2011: 26.4%

life expectancy at birth

Males = 78
Females = 82.4
(2007)

Males = 79.9
Females = 83.3
(2010)

% people describing
health as good & very
good
% people describing
health as not good

2001: 70.6%

2011: 81.9%

Although no direct policy
relevance, the data could be
used to demonstrate the
need for more
accommodation specifically
for older/retired people
and/or special care nursing;
increases in numbers of
young people could indicate a
need for more school places.
Localised data could be used
to demonstrate effectiveness
of locational policies, or
identify population trends
and thus inform future
policy/allocation
requirements [housing,
employment & retail needs].
No direct policy relevance but
useful information in District
profile

assess extent to which
reduction in services
affects sustainability of
villages
no issues identified

2001: 7.2%

2011: 4.7%

number of GPs/GP
practices

population [M & F]
population breakdown
[by age]
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Data [census] appears to show
that population of District has
become healthier over last 10
years

implications for housing
provision of ageing
population and reduction
in school‐age children
may affect requirement
for school places
ensure new development
meets long‐term
requirements of aging
population
no issues identified

no issues identified

no issues identified
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new social indicators:
Baseline Indicator

2014 data

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

% new houses in Grantham

Core Strategy base date
of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]
31.92

32.02

% new houses in Stamford

8.45

6.9

% new houses in Bourne

30.52

35.71

% new houses in Deepings

1.25

10.1

% new houses in LSCs

15.02

9.36

% new houses in rural area

12.83

5.91

demonstrate effectiveness of
housing policies
demonstrate effectiveness of
housing policies
demonstrate effectiveness of
housing policies
demonstrate effectiveness of
housing policies
demonstrate effectiveness of
housing policies
demonstrate effectiveness of
housing policies
demonstrate effectiveness of
allocation policies

ensure development conforms to spatial
strategy
ensure development conforms to spatial
strategy
ensure development conforms to spatial
strategy
ensure development conforms to spatial
strategy
ensure development conforms to spatial
strategy
ensure development conforms to spatial
strategy
maintain 5 year land supply

Take‐up of allocated sites:
developed or extant permission
[sites & capacity]
Gypsy & Traveller pitches [need
and provision]
Amount of new open space/GI
provided as part of development
% people shopping within the
District: main food
% people shopping outside the
District: main food
% people shopping within the
District: non‐food
% people shopping outside the
District: non‐food
% people visiting leisure /
recreation venues within the
District

Need to identify future need for pitches

76.59%
(2009)
18.18%
(2009)
53.09%
(2009)
43.51%
(2009)
51.65%
(2009)
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demonstrate effectiveness of
policy
replacement indicator
replacement indicator
replacement indicator
replacement indicator
replacement indicator

ensure compliance with SAP10 policy
requirements
need for updated information to identify
changes in shopping patterns
need for updated information to identify
changes in shopping patterns
need for updated information to identify
changes in shopping patterns
need for updated information to identify
changes in shopping patterns
need for updated information to inform
policy
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Baseline Indicator

% people visiting leisure /
recreation venues outside the
District
% people using internet for
shopping
Mode of transport for shopping

Core Strategy base date
of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]
41.91%
(2009)

2014 data

49.84%
(2009)
car/passenger
82.87 [food]
74.18 [non‐food]
(2009)

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

replacement indicator

need for updated information to inform
policy

replacement indicator

need for updated information to identify
changes in shopping patterns
need for updated information to inform
policy

economic:
Baseline Indicator

Core Strategy base date
of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]
2006: 65.1%

2014 data

comparison Core
Strategy and SAP

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

2013: 76.4%
2013: 53.8%

2006: 27.3%

2013: 27.9%

pupils gaining >5 A*‐C
GCSE

2006/07: 69.8%

2010/11: 85.7%

Data shows that
percentage of local pupils
gaining top grade GCSEs is
consistently higher than
regionally or nationally

level of employment
(F/T, P/T & S/E 16‐74)

2007: 77.4%

66.4% 2011

Data appears to show
reductions in levels of

No direct policy relevance
but useful information in
District profile:
Information relevant to
economic development
[need to increase numbers of
skilled jobs and retain people
with higher qualifications]
No direct policy relevance
but useful information in
District profile:
Information could be useful
to inform economic
development [need to
increase numbers of skilled
jobs]
No direct policy relevance:
Could be used to inform

no issues identified

2006: 49.9%

Data shows steady
increase in educational
qualifications of working
age population [data
obtained from ONS
[NOMIS data sets]

people of working age
with 5+ GCSE (NVQ2]
people of working age
with 2+ A Levels (NVQ3)
people of working age
with degree (NVQ4)
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no issues identified
no issues identified

no issues identified

inform employment
policies
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Baseline Indicator

2014 data

comparison Core
Strategy and SAP

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

NEET (16‐18)

Core Strategy base date
of 2006 [unless
otherwise indicated]
2009/10: 4.3%

2011/12: 4.15%

level of unemployment

2006: 1.9%

Dec 2012: 2.4%

employment and
increases in levels of
unemployment

level of long‐term
unemployment

2008: 6%

2011: 28.1%

economic development and
employment land allocations
throughout the District BUT
only if more detailed
information is available

level of youth
unemployment

2008: 8%

2011: 10.4%

range of employment
opportunities
means of travel to work
by modal split %

vacancies across all
sectors
work from
10.25
home
train
1.54
bus, minibus,
3.01
coach
motorcycle
1.08
car/van
61.67
passenger in
6.65
car/van
taxi, minicab
0.54
bicycle
4.08
walking
10.73
2001

vacancies across all
sectors
work from
11.98
home
train
1.84
bus, minibus, 2.08
coach
motorcycle
0.65
car/van
63.37
passenger in 5.41
car/van
taxi, minicab 0.38
bicycle
2.82
walking
10.97
2011

Data from ONS shows
reduction in numbers
working from home and
slightly higher car‐to‐work
journeys than regionally
or nationally

No direct policy relevance:
If data becomes available at a
more local level then it may
be possible to show how
locational policies are
working.

inform employment
policies
inform employment
policies
consistency of data and
possible need for new
information
consistency of data and
possible need for new
information
inform employment
policies
inform policy to seek
overall reduction in need
to travel to work by car;
influence public transport
provision

no change

No direct policy relevance:
S106 contributions could
increase cycle lane provision
but would not demonstrate
that SP4 is, or is not, working:
remove indicator

length of cycle paths &
cycle lanes and public
rights of way
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new economic indicators:
Baseline Indicator

Amount of employment
floorspace developed by type
(m2)

Amount of employment
floorspace developed by type
on brownfield land (%)

Employment land available by
type [ha]

Amount of employment
floorspace developed on
allocated sites (m2)
Amount of employment land
lost (ha)

Core Strategy base date of
2006 [unless otherwise
indicated]
B1 = 2351
B2 = 0
B8 = 8140
mixed = 0
[Mar 2007]
B1 = 100% [B1c ind]
B2 = 0%
B8 = 73%
mixed = 0%
73% [Mar 2007]
B1 = 15.9
B2 = 2.5
B8 = 11.4
mixed = 38.9
68.7 [ Mar 2007]
7610 [allocated] = 77%
2206 [windfall] = 23%
[Mar 2007]
10.8 [6.3 to residential ]
[Mar 2007]

2014 data

commentary

Issues for the Local Plan

B1 = 849
B2 = 0
B8 = 714
mixed [or N/K] = 4490
[Mar 2013]
B1 = 100%
B2 = 0
B8 = 100%
mixed = 4%
29% [Mar 2013]
B1 = 2.54
B2 = 21.28
B8 = 46.10
mixed = 23.42
93.34 [Mar 2013]
0 [allocated]
6053 [windfall] = 100%
[Mar 2013]
0.36 [0.11 to residential
]
[Mar 2013]

demonstrate effectiveness of
employment allocations /
policies

inform policy to support growth of
employment sector

demonstrate effectiveness of
employment allocations /
policies

encourage redevelopment of brownfield land

demonstrate effectiveness of
employment policies

inform policy to support growth of
employment sector

demonstrate effectiveness of
employment allocation
policies
demonstrate effectiveness of
employment protection
policies

support growth of employment sector

demonstrates success of policy of restrictions
of loss of employment land

Other data
Data gathered as part of Annual Monitoring shows that there were 84 house completions in 2007/08 throughout the smaller villages [ie those
not identified as Local Service Centres]. This number had fallen to 52 during 2008/09 and again to 29 during 2009/10. The Core Strategy was
adopted in July 2010 and the figures from then onwards [ie 2010/11 to 2013/14] show a marked reduction: around 17 each year. The house
completions for 2013/14 are higher [at 25] but if this is adjusted because of an affordable housing scheme in Claypole then there were just 16
completions. Twenty of the villages did not have any housing development during the period 2007/08 to 2013/14.
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It should be noted that the village of Claypole has had the most housing development [of the smaller villages] in recent years, and other
research indicates that, should Core Strategy policy SP2 be reviewed, this village may be a candidate to be designated as a Local Service
Centre.
The marked reduction in house completions in the smaller villages indicates that policy SP1: Spatial Strategy of the Core Strategy is working.

Data which is no longer appropriate
As the table above shows, the following indicators rely on data which is no longer collected and should, therefore, be removed from the
baseline:
• area of previously developed land which is vacant or derelict
data has not been collected since 2009
• amount of land identified in Urban Capacity Study [2005]
UCS not repeated and was replaced by SHLAA
• water abstraction
no indicator has been identified
• SAP target 60‐70 by 2011
target was met and no new data available
• residents satisfaction with recreation and shopping activities
a one‐off survey in 2007
Data which has no monitoring purpose
As the table above shows, the following indicators have no relationship to specific policies and cannot, therefore, be used to monitor policy
effectiveness. Consideration should be given to whether there is any value in collecting the information:
• % major rivers rated as good/fair [chemical; biological]
• contaminated land
• amount of household waste collected / recycled / to landfill / to heat recovery
• Tree Preservation Orders
• Hedgerow Consent Notices
• recorded crimes [per 1000 head of population]
• overall road accident casualty rate [per 1000 head of population]
• school travel plans
• major visitor attractions
• length of cycle paths/lanes and public rights of way
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The following indicators also have no relationship to specific policies and cannot be used for monitoring purposes. The information is,
however, used in the preparation of the District Profile and may be helpful in identifying issues which need to be addressed by the Local Plan.
There is, therefore, value in continuing to collect it:
• % of residents describing their health as good & very good
• % of residents describing their health as not good
• residents with 5+ GCSE (NVQ2)
• residents with 2+ A Levels (NVQ3)
• residents with degree (NVQ4)
• pupils gaining more than 5 A*‐C GCSE
• range of employment opportunities
The following indicators have no policy relevance and are not used for monitoring purposes. They are derived from ONS datasets and, where
available at a local level, could be used to inform local policies: such as the need for specific types of accommodation or the location of
employment sites. The information is also used in the preparation of the District Profile and may be helpful in identifying issues which need to
be addressed by the Local Plan. There is, therefore, value in continuing to collect it:
• population of District [by gender and age]
• % of population over pension age
• life expectancy of residents at birth
• levels of employment / unemployment
• levels of youth unemployment
• levels of long‐term unemployment
• means of travel to work by modal split
Data which has policy but no monitoring relevance
The following indicators have a policy relationship but are not used for monitoring purposes:
• area of land designated as SSSI
Core Strategy policy EN1
• % SSSI in favourable condition
Core Strategy policy EN1
• sites designated as Local/National Nature Reserve
Core Strategy policy EN1
• Landscape Character Areas
Core strategy policy EN1
• heritage assets [including those at risk]
Core strategy policy EN1
South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015
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•
•
•

agricultural land
developments incorporating SuDS
% population with greenspace access

Core Strategy policy SP1 + locational policies
Core Strategy policy EN2
not monitored
SAP 10

Core Strategy policy EN1 includes a number of criteria against which the effects of development are assessed when determining planning
applications or allocating land for development. The baseline indicators for wildlife sites and heritage assets provide information on numbers,
types and condition of sites, buildings and historic areas respectively and also records the number of Landscape Character Areas. Wildlife and
heritage assets are among the features used to assess possible impacts of development, however, the numbers and conditions of sites and
areas, and any increases or decreases, cannot be used to show how effective the policy has been.
Policies, specifically Core Strategy policy SP1 and the locational policies in the Site Allocation and Policies DPD, include a preference for
previously developed land over greenfield and the NPPF states, at paragraph 112, that the lowest grade agricultural land should be used first.
The data collected shows that the number of agricultural holdings is down by some 40%, although the amount of land in agricultural use is only
slightly reduced. Whilst it can be assumed from this that farms have been amalgamated but little land has been taken out of agricultural use
this does not, in itself, show whether the policy is working.
Core Strategy policy EN4 requires sustainable construction principles to be applied to development. The number of developments which
incorporate SuDS is not monitored but national requirement for SuDS approvals will provide the means of monitoring.
Policy SAP10 is concerned to protect existing open/greenspace and to ensure the provision of appropriate greenspace within new
development. The policy sets out the standards to be applied in respect of different types of open space. The baseline indicator shows that all
the population of the District is within 10km of some accessible, natural greenspace. As this situation is unlikely to change the indicator
cannot, therefore, be used to monitor the effectiveness of the policy. More effective monitoring could be achieved if the indicator is changed
to reflect the open space/recreation space standards required by policy SAP10.
Remaining baseline indicators
• amount of land identified in SHLAA
• % new housing on previously developed land
• number of dwellings
• number of affordable homes built annually
South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015
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•
•
•
•
•

extant planning permission for new dwellings in High Risk Flood Areas
% of District at high risk of flooding
air quality
number of communities containing: GP, school, regular bus route, food/local shop
number of GPs/GP practices

The amount of land/number of sites and their housing potential which are identified in the SHLAA have relevance for the housing policies [H1,
SP1, SP2, STM1, STM3, DE1, DE3, LSC1 and SAP H1]. The SHLAA does not indicate whether or not the policies are working. However, if other
monitoring shows that the Council cannot demonstrate a Five‐Year supply of housing land, the SHLAA could be used to identify where
additional sites might be brought forward.
Policies SP1 and SAP H1 prioritise development on previously developed [or brownfield] land. They do not, however, include a commitment to
any specific quantum of development on such land.
Data showing that the number of dwellings throughout the District can be used to show whether the housing policies [H1, SP1, SP2, STM1,
STM3, DE1, DE3, LSC1 and SAP H1] are working.
Policies H3 and SAP2 provide for affordable housing and SP4 allows for contributions to be levied on development. Data showing the number
of affordable homes built annually can be used to show the effectiveness of the policies.
Core Strategy policy EN2 is clear that development in areas at high risk of flooding will not be permitted. The effectiveness of policy EN2 can
be demonstrated by data showing the number of extant planning permissions for new dwellings in such areas and the % of the District
regarded as at high risk of flooding.
Air Quality Monitoring is conducted on an on‐going basis by the Council's Environmental Health Department. Data from this team is used in
the site allocation assessment process.
Core Strategy policy SAP1 presumes against the loss of community facilities. The number of communities containing GP, school, regular bus
route, food/local shop has been established by means of a district‐wide survey. The parishes should be re‐surveyed on a regular basis to
ensure that the information is up‐to‐date. A downward trend could be indicative that policy SAP1 is not working. Re‐survey of parishes could
South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015
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provide information to inform any review of Local Service Centres with a view to ensuring that the identification of settlements most suitable
for development is the most appropriate.
Conclusions:
The following Baseline indicators, which rely on data which is no longer being collected, should be removed: area of previously developed land
which is vacant or derelict; amount of land identified in Urban Capacity Study; water abstraction; SAP target by 2011; and resident’s
satisfaction survey 2007 results.
In addition, the following data have no policy relevance and are not used for monitoring purposes, and consideration should be given to their
removal: % major rivers rated as good/fair; contaminated land; household waste statistics; TPOs; Hedgerow Consent Notices; recorded crimes
statistics; road accident casualty rates; school travel plans and major visitor attractions.
The remaining data are either used in the preparation of the District Profile and thus provide evidence for the SA/SEA assessment process or
can be used to monitor the effectiveness of policies.
As the table above indicates, a number of Baseline indicators could be updated to reflect current circumstances and/or new information. In
addition, this review has highlighted a number of areas where the data is not currently recorded: Housing development by settlement; Gypsy
and Traveller sites/pitches; Employment land space created; Take‐up [capacity of allocated sites]; Town centre vacancy rates. The table above
includes new Indicators to reflect these deficiencies. The sources of the data used have been included in the following:
sources for baseline indicators:
Baseline Indicator
Area of land with wildlife site designation

% SSSI in favourable condition
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Sources
Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
Natural England
www.naturalengland.org.uk
www.jncc.gov.uk
www.glnp.org.uk
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
Natural England
www.naturalengland.org.uk
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Baseline Indicator
Sites designated as Local/National Nature Reserve
Amount of land identified in SHLAA
% new housing on previously developed land [PDL]
Agricultural land
Extant planning permission for new dwellings in High Risk Flood Areas
% of District at high risk of flooding
Air quality
Designated heritage assets

Listed buildings at risk

Sources
SKDC Planning Policy: SHLAA
SKDC Monitoring
defra agricultural census
www.gov.uk
SKDC Monitoring
Environment Agency
SKDC Environmental Health
Heritage Trust of Lincolnshire
English Heritage
SKDC Conservation Officer
English Heritage
SKDC Conservation Officer

Scheduled monuments at risk
Conservation Areas
Conservation Area appraisals completed
Registered Parks & Gardens
Number of dwellings
Landscape Character Areas

English Heritage
SKDC Conservation Officer
SKDC Conservation Officer
English Heritage
ONS Census 2011
SKDC Landscape Character Area Assessment 2007

% new houses in Grantham
% new houses in Stamford
% new houses in Bourne
% new houses in Deepings
% new houses in LSCs
% new houses in rural area
Take‐up of allocated sites: developed or extant permission [sites & capacity]
Gypsy & Traveller pitches [need and provision]
Number of affordable homes built annually
Amount of new open space/GI provided as part of development
% people shopping within the District: main food

SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
SKDC Monitoring
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SKDC Partnership Project Officer
SKDC Monitoring
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs and Town Centre
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Baseline Indicator
% people shopping outside the District: main food
% people shopping within the District: non‐food
% people shopping outside the District: non‐food
% people visiting leisure / recreation venues within the District
% people visiting leisure / recreation venues outside the District
% people using internet for shopping
Mode of transport for shopping
Number of villages communities containing: GP; school; regular bus route;
food/local shop
Number of GPs/GP practices [District]
Population [M & F]
Population breakdown [by age]
% population of pension age [60+]
Life expectancy at birth
% people describing health as good & very good
% people describing health as not good
People of working age with 5+ GCSE (NVQ2]
People of working age with 2+ A Levels (NVQ3)
People of working age with degree (NVQ4)
Pupils gaining >5 A*‐C GCSE
Level of employment (F/T, P/T & S/E 16‐74)
NEET (16‐18)
South Kesteven Local Plan: SA/SEA Scoping Report January 2015

Sources
Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs and Town Centre
Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs and Town Centre
Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs and Town Centre
Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs and Town Centre
Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs and Town Centre
Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs and Town Centre
Study, NLP, March 2010
NEMS market research [Oct 2009], SKDC Retail Needs and Town Centre
Study, NLP, March 2010
Parish survey
medical centres/websites
ONS / www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
ONS / www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
ONS / www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
ONS / Census and mid‐term forecasts
ONS / Census Data [2001 & 2011]
ONS / Census Data [2001 & 2011]
ONS / [NOMIS]
ONS / [NOMIS]
ONS / [NOMIS]
ONS ‐ neighbourhood statistics / www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
ONS / Census Data [2001 & 2011]
ONS ‐ neighbourhood statistics / www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
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Baseline Indicator
Level of unemployment [employment claimant rate] % of working age
population
Level of long‐term (+1year) unemployment
Level of youth unemployment
Range of employment opportunities
Means of travel to work by modal split %
Amount of employment floorspace developed by type (m2)
Amount of employment floorspace developed by type on brownfield land(%)
Employment land available by type [ha]
Amount of employment floorspace developed on allocated sites (m2)
Amount of employment land lost (ha)
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Sources
ONS ‐ neighbourhood statistics / www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
Lincolnshire Research Observatory
Lincolnshire Research Observatory
SKDC Economic Development
ONS / Census Data [2001 and 2011]
SKDC Annual Monitoring Report
SKDC Annual Monitoring Report
SKDC Annual Monitoring Report
SKDC Annual Monitoring Report
SKDC Annual Monitoring Report

Appendix 2 page 20

