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Introduction
This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal requirements of Part 5,
Section 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 by:
>
>
>
>

Detailing the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed
Neighbourhood Plan;
Outlining how these persons and bodies were consulted;
Providing a summary of the main issues and concerns raised;
Reviewing how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where
relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan.

This document records the sequence of activities undertaken to ensure that the local
community, businesses and statutory bodies were fully informed and consulted during
the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. Outcomes from the community
engagement determined the content and shaped the policies incorporated into the final
Plan
The Decision to Prepare a Neighbourhood Plan for Stubton
With an increased number of planning applications being submitted, allied to the
potential for change within the village and surrounding landscape, the Parish Council
took the decision that it would be timely to consider a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) for
Stubton. The plan would give parishioners an opportunity to help formulate policies on
the type, scale and design of any new development and help determine what would be
acceptable and appropriate in their environment. It would set out how they would like to
see the village develop over the next ten to fifteen years. It would also ensure that local
people would have a stronger influence over the way change and development takes
place in their area and help to protect and possibly enhance the features they most
value.
Sequence of events leading up to the NP preparation.
> A resolution to embark on a NP for Stubton was passed by the Parish Council, as
the qualifying body, at a meeting on 11 February 2012.
> On 28 August 2012 the chair and vice chair of the Parish Council held a preparatory
meeting with Ms Karen Sinclair Service Manager - Planning Policy & Partnerships, at
South Kesteven District Council (SKDC). Following this, a formal application to
proceed was made to SKDC, which included a map identifying the proposed
neighbourhood area, which was to extend to the Stubton Civil Parish boundary.
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SKDC designated the Plan area 15 February 2013.
> An interim steering group was set up, incorporating the Parish Council chair and vice
chair, plus two local residents. An open invitation to the local community to join the
team was made and reaffirmed at the first public meeting. However, no additional
members of the community volunteered or were appointed. The first meeting of the
steering group was held on 22 April 2013.
> A flow chart was produced to track progress on the project (see appendix 1)
> Application made to Locality for the project funding, was granted on 10 June 2013.
> Specialist advice and enabling skills which were required to provide necessary
support for the unqualified steering group members, was fulfilled by the two teams of
consultants who were approached to give help in specific areas.
> Globe Consultants were appointed on 19 August 2013 to act as advisers on the
development of the Plan and specifically, to draft policy.
> Allen Pyke Associates were also recruited to carry out a Landscape Character
Assessment for Stubton. This second appointment was confirmed on 26 July 2013.
The following table shows a summary of the key events and preparatory work leading
up to the start of the planning process.
Activity

Date

Resolution passed by Stubton Parish Council to produce a
Neighbourhood Plan for the parish.

11 February 2012

Initial meeting with SKDC Planning.

28 August 2012

Area of the NP designated within Stubton Civil Parish boundary.
Confirmed by SKDC.

15 February 2013

Steering group formed.

22 April 2013

Application for funding confirmed by Locality.

16 June 2013

Globe Consultancy appointed to advise on planning issues and
write policy.

19 August 2013

Allen Pyke Associated appointed to carry out the Stubton
Landscape Character Assessment.

26 July 2013
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Community Engagement
Effective community engagement is vital in the initial stages and throughout the
preparation of the NP. Defining aims and issues which are important to the community
help assist the development of consensus and create a sense of ownership. The
steering group decided that the first stage would best be served by means of an open
workshop to which all members of the community would be invited and have the
opportunity of contributing their thoughts and ideas.
Invitations were sent out via the village email list which covers the majority of the
households within the parish. To ensure that no one was overlooked, flyers were
delivered to every property, residential and business, within the defined area.
The workshop was held in the Village Hall on 8 July 2013, attended by 28 people. The
initial presentation explained the process of NP preparation, followed then, by an open
forum to identify the issues which were deemed to be important to the participants.
During the discussion, these issues were recorded on flip charts. At the end of the
session questionnaires were also circulated to those present, which asked the following
four questions:
>
>
>
>

What do you most value about Stubton and its environs?
What do you least value?
What outdoor activities do you enjoy in Stubton and the local area?
What would you like to see included in the Neighbourhood Plan?

A copy of the questionnaire is included as appendix 2
On 10 July 2013 further copies of the questionnaire were then delivered to every
property in the village to ensure that people who had not attended the meeting had the
opportunity to contribute. 42 copies of the questionnaire were completed and returned,
the responses were very similar to views recorded on flip charts at the meeting .
Analysis of the answers to the questionnaires is included as appendix 3
Some of the issues raised were not relevant to planning policy, but it was felt by the
steering group that all contributions were important and non-planning issues would be
considered by the Parish Council. Where appropriate, these would be addressed in the
form of action plans within the final NP. Subsequent to these activities, all responses
were listed under seven category headings which were then translated into Aims and
Objectives for the Plan as indicated in the table on the following page.
5

Issues raised in community
engagement questionnaire

Aims and Objectives

Environment

Protecting the peace, quiet and
tranquillity of the village environment

Countryside and wildlife

Protecting greenspace, the landscape
character and supporting nature
conservation and biodiversity

Built Environment

Supporting sensitive development
which protects and enriches the
landscape and built setting within the
village and its environs

Village Ethos

Enhancing the life experience of
Stubton residents by community
involvement

Recreation

Improving access to countryside and
recreational opportunities for
residents and visitors of all ages to
enjoy

peace quiet and tranquillity
Preservation of peace, quiet and tranquillity
Views of the countryside - big skies
Rural setting, unspoilt countryside
Access to open countryside
Landscape character
Wildlife in the village and surrounding countryside
Presence of wildlife
Improve access to countryside and maintain existing access
maintain unspoilt vistas and preservation of landscape character
Protection of wildlife and the natural environment
Permissive style tracks/paths closed by landowners
Lack of dialogue between landowners and locals
Enjoyment of, and appreciation of views and landscapes, historic
buildings and feeling of space
Concerns of industrial type development nearby e.g. windfarms
Views to, and the presence of historic buildings
Lack of new housing development
Lack of anything industrial
Restrictions on:
Industrial development e.g. windfarms
Commercial
New domestic buildings
Secure sustainability of village through limited and sympathetic infill
Negative impact of any development which could change the
peaceful rural environment and views
Buildings unsympathetic to rural neighbourhood
Rich heritage of buildings
Sense of real community - community spirit
Pride in Best Kept Village award and overall tidiness
Idyllic feel of village
Low traffic, low crime and little anti-social behaviour
Sense of place
Visitor information re footpaths, views and village history on display
boards
Walking in the countryside
Cycling
Dog walking
Horse riding
Cycling on bridle paths
Birdwatching
A park or grassed area
new footpath to Claypole along side of the road

Services

Improve local facilities:

Seeking ongoing improvements in
public transport, utility infrastructure
and Internet performance

Public transport
Mains gas
Mains drainage

Impact of traffic

Promoting measures to reduce the
impact of traffic speed, damage and
noise

Speeding traffic through the village
large vehicles causing damage to roads and verges
Disintegration of roadside verges and pothole
Traffic calming
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A meeting was then held in the Village Hall on 8 November 2013 to give feedback on
the responses to the questionnaire, explain the purpose of the Aims and Objectives and
how they had been drafted. Attendees were also updated on how the project was
progressing. This information was displayed on the village notice boards and village
website. Comments were invited from the community, all feedback received was
positive. Copies of the Aims and Objectives were then circulated to SKDC and Globe
Consulting.
Based on the published Aims and Objectives, and in collaboration with SKDC Planning,
Globe Consulting drafted policy. This was incorporated into the draft NP and an
electronic copy of the Plan was sent to SKDC on 28 April 2014.
Parishioners were invited to a open meeting in the village Hall to review the draft N P.
Posters were fixed to all village notice boards and invitations were circulated by email.
At the meeting, held on 25 April 2014, hard copies of the Plan were passed around and
then retained in the village hall to assist wider community access. An electronic copy
was downloaded onto the village website on 30 April 2014.

Open meeting to review the draft Neighbourhood Plan
.
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Summary of the Key Activities in the Community Engagement Process
Activity

Date

Invitations to the community engagement meeting sent by email
and leaflets delivered to every property within the parish.

1 July 2013

Community engagement meeting held in Stubton Village Hall.
Questionnaires circulated to attendees.

8 July 2013

Further copies of questionnaire delivered to every property.

10 July 2013

42 questionnaires completed, returned and collated.

17 July 2013

Meeting held in the Village Hall to explain how the Aims and
Objectives had been developed from the responses to the
questionnaires.

8 November 2013

Aims and Objectives published and circulated to SKDC and
downloaded onto village website.

12 November 2013

Based on Aims and Objectives, Globe Consultants in
collaboration with SKDC draft policies. Final draft policies
delivered.

24 March 2014

Meeting in the Village Hall to discuss and request feedback on
draft Plan.

25 April 2014

Draft NP published and circulated to SKDC and downloaded
onto village website.

30 April 2014
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Landscape Character Assessment
The countryside surrounding Stubton is very important to the wellbeing of Stubton
residents. Mindful of this on 26 July 2013 the Parish Council appointed Allen Pyke
Associates to carry out a landscape character assessment of the parish and the
surrounding countryside. The approach taken by the consultant was to enable full and
active engagement of the local community.
An extensive survey of the area was undertaken, in which key areas were identified,
including footpaths and views across the landscape. Their initial findings were presented
at a public workshop held in the Village Hall on 16 September 2013. Following the
presentation the consultant, and a number of residents, walked a selection of local
footpaths and confirmed the importance of some of the key features and views.
Following the meeting an explanatory leaflet and questionnaire were delivered to every
property within the parish. (see appendix 4)
The final Landscape Character Assessment document was then published in December
2013. Copies were sent to SKDC and displayed on the village website. Information was
circulated to the community asking for comments and feedback.
The steering group was able to draw extensively on the Landscape Character
Assessment recommendations in the identification of key issues to be addressed in the
Neighbourhood Plan.
Summary of key activities in the Landscape Character Assessment process.
Activity

Date

Appointment of consultants, Allen Pyke Associates

26 July 2013

Area survey undertaken by Allen Pyke Associates.

August 2013

Presentation of findings at a public meeting. Consultant and a small
group of residents walk local footpaths and reaffirm key features.

16 September
2013

Community engagement leaflet and questionnaires delivered to
every property. 44 returned by due date.

29 September
2013

Landscape Character Assessment published on Village website and December
sent to SKDC.
2013
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Consultation with Statutory Bodies and Other Organisations
On 5 November 2013, letters were sent to statutory authorities, local businesses and
landowners informing them that Stubton was in the early stages of preparing a NP. The
area covered by Stubton Parish was shown on a map accompanying the letters and
they were asked to respond with any relevant information or restricted covenants which
may influence the Plan.
Statutory authorities, local businesses and landowners were contacted again by letter or
email on 18 June 2014 to inform them that the draft NP had been published on the
Stubton website. The notification advised that the draft was out for consultation and
they were given the link to access the website. Consultees were asked to respond with
any comments within 6 weeks.
Statutory Agencies
The Environment Agency
Natural England
Highways Agency
English Heritage
Homes and Communities Agency
South West Lincolnshire Clinical Commissioning Group
Local Authorities and Parishes
South Kesteven District Council
Lincolnshire County Council
Westborough and Dry Doddington
Fenton Parish Council
Claypole Parish Council
Hough on the Hill Parish Council
Hougham Parish Council
Marston Parish Council
Utility Companies
Anglian Water Services
Upper Witham Internal Drainage Board
Mobile Operators Association
Central Networks
E.ON Energy
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National Grid
Openreach (BT)

Other Organisations
Heritage Trust for Lincolnshire
CPRE
Federation of Small Businesses
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership
National Farmers Union
Greater Lincolnshire LEP
National Trust
The Woodland Trust
Summary of Main Issues Raised
The whole Neighbourhood Plan was shaped around the input from the residents and
local businesses. Summaries of the views and opinions received are contained within
appendix 3.
A summary of the main issues raised during the consultation with statutory bodies and
other organisations is given below. Due consideration of these was given by the steering
group and where appropriate, amendments were made to the Plan. A description of
how the issues were addressed is given below.
National Farmers Union
Comments – Any traffic calming should allow for farm machinery. Wouldn’t like to see
farm development refused on the basis it is not vernacular design.
Actions – Traffic calming issues will be considered at the appropriate time. The only
reference to ‘vernacular form’ relates to conversion of existing farm buildings for other
uses. This appears on page 8 of the Plan and is an extract from SKDC’s Spacial
Strategy. This does not apply to new farm buildings.
Natural England
Comments – Welcomed inclusion of Landscape Character Assessment (LCA). Generally
supports aims and objectives. Suggested wording amendment to Policy NE2.
Actions – Wording to Policy NE2 amended as suggested.
South Kesteven District Council
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Comments – No expiry date given. Lack of information given on the LCA. Existing form
and character not defined. Issues over reference to Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).
Some matters outside scope of planning policy.
Actions – Expiry date added. Text and plans added relating to LCA and paragraph
added cross-referencing LCA. Summary of existing form and character added as an
indicator. References to CIL removed. New chapter on Supplementary Action Plans
added.
Environment Agency
Comments – Avoid development in flood risk areas. Sustainable drainage encouraged.
Encourage expansion of mains drainage sewerage systems.
Actions – New text added after Policies BE1 and BE2.
Highways Agency
Comments – Welcomes inclusion of measures to reduce traffic impact. General support
of Plan.
Actions – None required.
Lincolnshire County Council
Comments - Clarification requested in CIL. Would welcome opportunity to discuss
traffic improvements.
Actions – References to CIL removed. Parish Council will discuss traffic improvements.

Conclusion
The publicity, engagement and breadth of consultation undertaken throughout the
production of the Stubton Neighbourhood Plan has been open and transparent. Ample
opportunities have been provided for those that live, work, and do business within the
Neighbourhood Area to feed into the process, make comment, and to raise issues,
priorities and concerns. An open dialogue has been maintained with SKDC throughout,
by meetings and emails. The Parish Council appreciates the help and support received
from SKDC throughout the process.
The Parish Council considered and accepted this Consultation Statement at its meeting
held on 14 August 2014 as a true record of all the consultation activities that have taken
place. It is the Parish Council’s opinion that all statutory requirements have been met
and that this Statement complies with Part 5, Section 15 of the Neighbourhood
Planning (General) Regulations 2012.
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Appendix 1

Initial Meetings with
SKDC & Advice
Consider Broad
Evidence Base
Identify Area (6 weeks)
Establish NP Team

Stubton
Neighbourhood Plan
Flowchart

Apply for Funding

Request Policy Info
from SKDC
Public Consultation
Meetings &
Questionnaires

Appoint Consultants
e.g. Globe / Allen Pyke

Analyse Evidence Base

Liase with SKDC

Completed

Collate & Analyse
Responses

LCA Public
Consultations

Identify Issues, Aims & Objectives
Consult with Community. Land
Owners, Business & Stat.
Authority

Draft LCA & Further
Consultations

Draft NP Document

Final LCA
Document

In progress

Not done

Consult with Community
& Stat. Authority
6 weeks

Update Neighbourhood
Plan & Finalise Following
Consultation

Possible Modifications
by SKDC

Independant
Examination

Submit to SKDC
6 Weeks Publicity

Referendum
28 Working Days

Appendix 2

Stubton Neighbourrhood
ho
ood Plan – Consuultation Questionnaire

1 What do you most value
about
u Stubton and it’s
enviirons?

2 What do you least value, or
what concerns do you have?
!

3 What outdoor activiities do
you enjoy in Stubton and the
local area?

4 What would you like to see
incluuded in the
Neigghbourhood Plan?

If you need more space, please continue
on the back of the foorm.

Name
m
Address

!

Appendix 3
Question One
What do you most value about Stubton and its environs?
Peace, quiet and tranquility
Views of the countryside – big skies
Sense of real community – community spirit
Rural setting/un-spoilt countryside
Wildlife in the village and surrounding countryside
Access to open countryside
Views to, and the presence of historic buildings
Landscape character
Pride in Best Kept Village award and overall tidiness
Lack of anything industrial
Idyllic feel of village
Low traffic, low crime and little anti-social behavior
Lack of new housing development
Proximity to facilities

36
21
17
13
09
08
06
04
04
03
03
03
02
01

Question 2
What do you least value?
Concerns of industrial type development nearby e.g. windfarms
Speeding traffic through village
Large vehicles causing damage to roads and verges (also being used
as cut through when A1 shut)

22
16
10

Negative impact of any development which could change the
peaceful rural environment and views
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Permissive style tracks/paths closed by landowners
Disintegration of roadside verges and potholes
Buildings unsympathetic to rural neighbourhood
Lack of dialogue between landowners and locals
Fly tipping
Potential increase in noise and traffic levels
Limited public transport
Solar panels visible from the roads
Noisy overflying light aircraft

08
06
04
03
03
02
02
02
01

Question 3
What outdoor activities do you enjoy in Stubton and the local area?
Walking in the countryside
Cycling
Dog Walking
Presence of wildlife
Participation in, and enjoyment of Social Club activities
Peace and quiet
Enjoyment of, and appreciation of views and landscapes, historic
buildings and feeling of space

26
15
13
11
08
06

Horse riding
Access to countryside
Easy access to excellent pubs and restaurants
Cycling on bridle paths
Bird watching
Collecting hedgerow fruits

05
04
04
04
03
01

06

Question 4
What would you like to see included in the Neighbourhood Plan?
Restriction on:
Industrial development e.g. windfarms
Commercial
New domestic buildings

12
03
05

Traffic calming
Improve access to countryside and maintain existing access
Maintain unspoilt vistas and preservation of landscape character
Secure sustainability of village through limited and sympathetic infill
development

12
11
11

Preservation of peace, quiet and tranquility
Protecting wildlife and the natural environment
Improve local facilities:
Transport
Mains gas
Mains drainage

06
06

Visitor information re footpaths, views and village history on display boards
Better imput to website and further development of same
Rich heritage of buildings
New footpath to Claypole along side road
Completion of Stubton Hall providing leisure facilities
Sense of place
A park or grassed area

03
02
02
02
01
01
01

07

04
01
04

Appendix 4

S TU B TO N N E I G H B O U R H O O D P L AN
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
RESIDENTS QUESTIONNAIRE
As part of the proposed neighbourhood plan, a local landscape character assessment is
being prepared. A key part of this assessment is gaining an understanding how local
residents consider and experience the landscape. We would be very grateful if you would
answer the following questions.
1 - Which 5 words would you use to best describe the character of the countryside within the parish?

2 - What are the 5 key elements, landmarks or features that you associate with the surrounding
countryside?

3 - What do you value most about your local countryside? (continue over leaf if required)

4 - What, if any, are the negative aspects of the surrounding countryside? (continue over leaf if required)

5 - Thinking about how you experience the local countryside, what, if any improvements could be
made to enhancing this experience? (continue over leaf if required)

6 - How often do you use the local footpaths/bridleways etc? (please tick)
! Regularly (more than once a month);
! Occasionally (several times a year)
! Rarely (once or twice a year);
! Never
7 - Which is your favourite footpath/walk/local area and why? (continue over leaf if required)

Next Steps – Workshop
The Landscape Character Assessment is being compiled on behalf of the Parish Council by landscape
architects, Allen Pyke Associates in addition to this questionnaire we would value the input of residents at a
short workshop event. Please provide your contact details below if you would be willing to attend.

Name/s

-

Contact details (email/phone) Please return completed forms to

Allen Pyke Associates
Landscape Architecture - Urban Design - Environmental Planning
www.allenpyke.co.uk

